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Digital Health

DIGITAL HEALTH INVESTMENTS
● Health care investment firm Patient Square Capital, founded by former KKR executive Jim

Momtazee, raised $3.9B for its debut fund. To date, the firm has invested $1.5B across nine
development stage companies, including Access Telecare, a telemedicine company.

● Paradigm, a clinical trials data and patient-matching platform, raised $203M to expand its
existing platform and scale its partnerships with health systems and life science companies.
More here.

● Pearl Health raised $75M in its Series B funding round to promote its value-based approach
to health technology, which synthesizes health data to promote effective triaging methods.

● Clearsense, a software company that provides healthcare analytics and data management
solutions, received $50M in a series D financing round. Clearsense partnered with UPMC
Enterprises in September 2022 to integrate UPMC’s unstructured data platform into
Clearsense’s data management platform.
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https://www.bloomberg.com/quote/1822748D:US
https://patientsquarecapital.com/team/jim-momtazee/
https://patientsquarecapital.com/team/jim-momtazee/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/patient-square-capital-announces-record-3-9-billion-inaugural-fund-301735755.html
https://accesstelecare.com/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/tech-startup-paradigm-lands-203m-get-more-patients-clinical-research-accelerate-drug
https://www.paradigm.inc/news/paradigm-launches-to-rebuild-clinical-research
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/innovation/value-based-care-technology-company-raises-75m.html
https://clearsense.com/
https://clearsense.com/insights/press/clearsense-announces-success-of-50m-capital-raise/
https://clearsense.com/insights/press/clearsense-partners-with-upmc-to-harness-data-for-better-patient-care/


● In a Series B funding round, Toronto-based FHIR solutions provider Smile Digital Health
obtained $30M to address interoperability in healthcare.

● Free From Market, a personalized nutrition startup aimed at treating chronic diseases using
a “Food as Medicine” approach, raised $2.1M in a seed funding round.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE NEWS
● The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), part of the U.S. Department of

Commerce, released its (non-healthcare-focused) AI Risk Management Framework, to
identify trustworthy characteristics in AI-based tech to help mitigate risks in this growing
field. More here.

● A new report released byMcKinsey asserted that greater use of AI in healthcare could save
the U.S. billions of dollars each year. Despite this, AI adoption in healthcare has been low
because of physician and patient mistrust.

● OSF HealthCare partnered with High Alpha Innovation and Alpine Health Systems to
develop an AI-based platform that streamlines hospital discharge processes.

● Microsoft announced its partnership with Vietnam-based VinBrain, an AI healthcare
software company, to improve data sharing, product validation, and R&D.

● A recent op-ed in STAT discussed the pros and cons of using ChatGPT in healthcare, including
its use in educational and clinical settings.

● NYU Langone and the University of Toronto released a gene-editing AI tool that may serve
as an alternative to CRISPR.

● HCA Healthcare claimed that AI improved its cancer treatment services by triaging patients
effectively from diagnosis to treatment.

Interoperability & Health IT

FEDERAL NEWS
● According to an ONC data brief, more than 50% of hospitals shared health information

electronically and integrated it into their EHRs in 2021 – a 51% increase from 2017.
○ Notably, the report found that rural and small hospitals still struggle to address

interoperability and electronic healthcare information exchanges.
● Troy Tazbaz, formerly of Oracle, will serve as the next Director of Digital Health at the FDA.
● The Health Innovation Alliance, a multi-stakeholder coalition that advocates for increased

access to technology-enabled care, urged Congress to consider several policies that would
modernize our health system, including investing in a modern public health infrastructure
and using AI to detect and prevent fraud.

INDUSTRY NEWS
● Veradigm, formerly Allscripts, announced its EHR network data containing deidentified

information on millions of patients, will be available in the Observational Medical Outcomes
Partnership (OMOP) Common Data Model (CDM) data standard for real world evidence
(RWE) clinical research.

2

https://medcitynews.com/2023/01/smile-digital-health-snags-30m-to-tackle-the-industrys-interoperability-woes/
https://medcitynews.com/2023/01/smile-digital-health-snags-30m-to-tackle-the-industrys-interoperability-woes/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/free-from-market-raises-2-1m-seed-round-for-its-food-is-medicine-platform-to-treat-chronic-health-conditions-301731938.html
https://www.nist.gov/tpo/department-commerce
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2023/01/nist-risk-management-framework-aims-improve-trustworthiness-artificial
https://www.gibsondunn.com/nist-releases-first-version-of-ai-risk-management-framework/
https://fedscoop.com/nist-launches-ai-risk-management-framework/
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/artificial-intelligence-healthcare-savings-harvard-mckinsey-report/641163/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/alpine-health-systems-launches-new-ai-powered-solution-to-streamline-complex-hospital-discharge-with-support-from-osf-healthcare-and-high-alpha-innovation-301733848.html
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/asia/microsoft-signs-first-ai-healthcare-partnership-vietnam
https://www.statnews.com/2023/02/01/promises-pitfalls-chatgpt-assisted-medicine/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/innovation/nyu-langone-researchers-launch-ai-gene-editing-tool.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-ai-tool-makes-speedy-gene-editing-possible-301730277.html
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/hca-uses-ai-decrease-time-cancer-diagnosis-first-treatment-almost-week
https://www.healthit.gov/data/data-briefs/interoperability-and-methods-exchange-among-hospitals-2021
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/88-of-hospitals-use-health-data-exchange-onc-interoperability-report-finds
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/more-hospitals-are-electronically-sharing-health-information/641323/?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGJknFDVLC7eGI0edYDLcaxEetSt7COZplJlJJGXRe57-I2p2hJT6AGVzm5X8gyJQd4dssjP9vEfYw2zOY1jspiJkG3s8jDovVv4g-BRPpMigmA
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7025843455494868992/
https://files.constantcontact.com/fc6b4fe1801/147a341d-1cee-4d87-930b-2126026a731b.pdf?rdr=true
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/hia-calls-on-congress-for-healthcare-interoperability-epa-legislation
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/veradigm-makes-ehr-data-available-in-omop-cdm-data-standard-for-rwe


● A study published in the Annals of Family Medicine found that increased utilization of Health
Information Exchange (HIE) by primary care providers may substantially improve health
outcomes.

PUBLIC HEALTH DATA
● As more evidence that the public health emergency is over, the Federal Reserve announced

that COVID-19 public health data will no longer be considered in its overall economic risk
calculations.

● The New Jersey Department of Health received a five-year, $80.5M grant from the CDC to
modernize its data analytics infrastructure, as part of CDC’s initiative to strengthen U.S.
public health systems.

● An op-ed in STAT News outlines how racial and ethnic demographic data gaps persisted
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, causing inaccuracies and disparities in epidemiologic
research and public health responses.

DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY
● In an effort to flex its enforcement muscles over consumer data privacy, the FTC is seeking to

levy a civil monetary penalty of $1.5M against GoodRx, a company that allows users of its
app to track and get alerts about their prescription medications. See more here, here.

o The U.S. Department of Justice filed a proposed order with a California court on the
FTC’s behalf, alleging that GoodRx violated the Health Breach Notification Rule
between 2017-2020.

o The proposed order, which must be signed by a judge to take effect, alleges that
GoodRx shared personal identifiable information -- like health conditions and
prescription medications -- with third parties, like Facebook, and also used the
information to target people with health-related ads.

o GoodRx is denying the allegations and claims that it acted years ago to protect its
users’ privacy.

● The FBI finalized its infiltration of Hive Ransomware, a top-five ransomware group that
hacked a number of hospitals across the U.S. and abroad.

● Logan Health reached a $4.3M settlement following a 2021 data breach that impacted more
than 213,000 patients.

● Russian hacking group Killnet claimed responsibility for a recent cyberattack that disrupted
more than 17 hospitals and health systems across the U.S.

Payers & Providers

DRUG PRICING
● A federal appeals court ruled in favor of drugmakers over HHS, saying that drugmakers are

allowed to limit 340B drug discounts to contract pharmacies at safety net hospitals. This
ruling overturned two previous court decisions in favor of HHS and upheld one in favor of
AstraZeneca. This is the first of three appeals court decisions on this matter.
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https://www.annfammed.org/content/21/1/19
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/pcp-use-of-community-hie-cuts-likelihood-of-hospital-reutilization
https://qz.com/the-fed-is-no-longer-considering-public-health-data-in-1850060466
https://healthitanalytics.com/news/njdoh-awarded-cdc-grant-to-modernize-data-analytics-infrastructure
https://www.statnews.com/2023/01/30/covid-19-missing-data-race-ethnicity-drive-inequities-decades-to-come/
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2021/09/ftc-warns-health-apps-connected-device-companies-comply-health-breach-notification-rule
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/02/ftc-enforcement-action-bar-goodrx-sharing-consumers-sensitive-health-info-advertising
https://www.axios.com/2023/02/01/goodrx-ftc-penalty-sharing-health-data-facebook-google
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/ftc-orders-goodrx-advertisers-stop-sharing-health-data/641671/
https://www.ftc.gov/legal-library/browse/rules/health-breach-notification-rule
https://www.goodrx.com/corporate/business/goodrx-response-to-ftc
https://www.fbi.gov/news/speeches/director-christopher-wrays-remarks-at-press-conference-announcing-the-disruption-of-the-hive-ransomware-group
https://apnews.com/article/technology-politics-health-crime-us-department-of-justice-ed17a8853d78a9d0185af04cb8bd2fd2?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGJknFDU47uQlLxWH4GjZQ4gDDRt3ctwfRh8qDxKkkivbYaC2KwFMcOLTH3avhUpopF7CHWL9xLD52QBixEw92MJooLkXXfSaVrtelviSqpuK0C
https://apnews.com/article/technology-politics-health-crime-us-department-of-justice-ed17a8853d78a9d0185af04cb8bd2fd2?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGJknFDU47uQlLxWH4GjZQ4gDDRt3ctwfRh8qDxKkkivbYaC2KwFMcOLTH3avhUpopF7CHWL9xLD52QBixEw92MJooLkXXfSaVrtelviSqpuK0C
https://healthitsecurity.com/news/logan-health-reaches-4.3m-settlement-following-healthcare-data-breach-lawsuit
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/cybersecurity/russian-hackers-disrupt-health-system-websites-across-us.html
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/340B-hhs-appeals-court-ruling-sanofi-novo-nordisk-astrazeneca/641606/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/federal-appeals-court-sides-drugmakers-340b-contract-pharmacy-restrictions
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/federal-appeals-court-sides-drugmakers-340b-contract-pharmacy-restrictions


o Sanofi, Novo Nordisk, and AstraZeneca sued HHS after the agency accused the
companies of violating the requirements of the 340B program by making such
restrictions.

o The companies said the law establishing the 340B program does not require
drugmakers to provide drug discounts to hospitals’ contract pharmacies, which have
multiplied significantly over the last several years.

● Amgen’s Amjevita, a biosimilar for AbbVie’s rheumatoid arthritis drug Humira, launches this
week and is seen as a major test for biosimilars in the U.S. market. The drug is listed at two
different prices, explained here.

● A USA Today article explains that many drug companies may be using high inflation rates to
justify increasing drug prices before rebates are due to Medicare.

● A newly released study estimated Medicare would have saved $26.5B if the Inflation
Reduction Act’s negotiation provisions were implemented from 2018-2020, suggesting the
program will likely yield significant savings in its first few years.

● A group of researchers compiled recent federal actions and policy recommendations
designed to improve the resiliency of the drug supply chain.

HEALTHCARE TRANSPARENCY
● Two senators reintroduced the PBM Transparency Act, requiring PBMs to disclose pricing

processes and any charge differences for affiliated pharmacies to the FTC in an annual
report.

● The Georgetown University Center for Children and Families released a report on the
implementation of the Transparency in Coverage rule, which included several
recommendations for CMS to make the payer data more accessible for researchers.

● Payers continue to push back against the Trump-era price transparency proposed rule,
saying the requirements will cost 26 times more than estimated and place too large a
burden on health insurers.

● An Illinois neonatal surprise billing news story gained national attention this week, which
may impact the future implementation of the No Surprises Act.

PAYERS
● On Wednesday, February 1, 2023, CMS released the Advance Notice for Medicare Advantage

and Part D payment updates and other policy changes. (Fact sheet here).
○ Plans have a month to submit comments (by March 3, 2023) and the final 2024 rate

announcement will be published by April 3, 2023.
○ The notice proposes a rate increase of 2.09% but also includes changes to Star

Ratings and risk adjustment methodologies (see RADV audit rule below), that add up
to an overall rate increase of 1.03%.

○ CMS is also seeking comment on a “universal foundation” for aligning quality
measures across federal programs.

● On January 30, 2023, CMS released its much-anticipated final rule that will change the
methodology of Risk Adjustment Data Validation (RADV) audits. During these audits, CMS
conducts a retrospective review of MA plans’ diagnosis data to identify whether plans were
overpaid.
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https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/amgens-amjevita-enters-ring-first-player-booming-humira-biosimilar-market
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/amgens-humira-biosimilar-amjevita-hits-market-two-different-list-prices
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2023/01/30/drug-price-increases-2023/11084913002/?utm_source=MMR+List&utm_campaign=a20ff6339b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_01_31_02_06&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-a20ff6339b-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2800864
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/medicare-negotiating-drug-prices-will-likely-us-billions-study-says-rcna67820?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGJoeGopxD3cGnQxflxUElKYSkmxiPo8rq6t_1Chx93jTD1cn9xtG3vfDCRLAnhxJL3bkI9Ajt9BLv8G2VbjGIQEUvHuYSEm3gMZQW8Hiuuza--
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/building-resilience-into-us-prescription-drug-supply-chains
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/senators-introduced-bills-reform-pbms-after-stalling-out-last-congress
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/reforms-needed-make-voluminous-insurer-price-data-usable-report
https://georgetown.app.box.com/s/1ezsggz1c7smsaexkr8rght15sokgusl
https://georgetown.app.box.com/s/1ezsggz1c7smsaexkr8rght15sokgusl
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payer/insurers-transparency-rule-puts-staggering-expensive-burden-us
https://www.wbez.org/stories/chicago-mom-fought-lurie-childrens-hospital-for-three-years-to-get-overbilling-for-newborn-reversed/8a210061-0fed-43f6-94bf-a7986558ddd5
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/01/30/1151778684/a-baby-spent-36-days-at-an-in-network-hospital-why-did-her-parents-get-a-huge-bi
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/2024-advance-notice.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2024-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-advance-notice-fact-sheet
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-advantage-risk-adjustment-data-validation-final-rule-cms-4185-f2-fact-sheet
https://www.healthcarefinancenews.com/news/medicare-advantage-plans-get-proposed-103-payment-increase-2024
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/medicare-advantage-plans-lose-out-final-radv-audit-rule-ditches-fee-service-adjuster
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-advantage-risk-adjustment-data-validation-final-rule-cms-4185-f2-fact-sheet


○ Health plans, including trade associations ACHP and AHIP, immediately pushed back
on the final rule's risk adjustment methodology. Part of this pushback is related to
CMS’ retrospective review, which was originally set to begin in 2011. In the final rule,
CMS says that audits will begin with Payment Year 2018. One news outlet referred to
the decision to forego auditing previous payment years as giving “insurers immunity
for seven years of coding errors.”

● During the open enrollment period, a record-breaking 16.3M people enrolled in ACA,
including 3.6M people who acquired a plan for the first time following expanded healthcare
subsidiaries.

● The Biden Administration proposed a rule to increase access to contraceptives, especially for
people whose insurers or employers do not cover them. This rule would reverse a Trump-era
policy, forbidding employers to claim “moral” reasons for denying coverage.

○ On February 1, 2023, 20 attorneys general sent a warning letter to CVS and
Walgreens that their states believe that distributing mail-order abortion pills is illegal
under both federal and state law.

● The GAO released a report analyzing Medicare Advantage supplemental benefits, finding
about one-third of plans are offering benefits added in the last 4 years. GAO recommended
changes to future data collection, with the support of HHS.

● Blue Cross Blue Shield Association released six policy recommendations to control
healthcare costs, potentially saving $767 billion across ten years. The policy proposal
targeted hospital costs, prescription drug costs, and FFS reimbursement.

● Cigna filed a lawsuit against former executive Amy Bricker and her new employer CVS on
claims that she violated her non-compete agreement.

● In a recent Leapfrog survey, employers indicated a general dissatisfaction with their health
plans; only 57% claiming their plan delivers quality care.

PROVIDERS
● Following the end of the PHE:

○ Providers will no longer receive Medicare reimbursement boosts for COVID-19
inpatient admissions.

○ CMS extended the Acute Hospital Care at Home initiative through 2024, which
enables hospitals to offer acute care to patients at home.

○ CMS will continue to permit staffing flexibility to combat workforce shortages.
● Law firm King & Spalding highlighted changes CMS made to the Medicare cost report for

hospitals and those that impacted hospital reimbursement including uncompensated care,
bad debt, and medical education.

● During its quarterly investor call last week, HCA Healthcare stated plans to invest $4.3B in
capital spending, focusing on clinical equipment, service line expansion, and acquisitions in
the outpatient space. Labor costs remain a top issue for the health system. 

● The Minnesota Attorney General’s office halted the 58-hospital merger between Sanford
Health and Fairview Health Services, stating the deal is moving too fast and neglecting its
impact on surrounding communities and health systems.

● A report by Kaufman Hall signals hospitals’ financial margins seem to be improving, but
financial challenges are likely to continue into 2023 unless health systems prioritize better
workforce management and effective payer negotiations.
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https://achp.org/statement-on-radv-final-policies-2023/
https://www.ahip.org/news/press-releases/ahip-comments-on-medicare-advantage-radv-final-rule
https://www.statnews.com/2023/02/01/biden-administration-floats-major-2024-pay-cut-for-medicare-advantage-plans/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-announces-record-breaking-163-million-people-signed-health-care-coverage
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/cms-proposes-rules-expand-access-contraception-under-aca
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/02/02/gop-attorneys-general-warn-cvs-walgreens-against-mailing-abortion-pill-in-their-states.html?__source=sharebar%7Clinkedin&par=sharebar
https://ago.mo.gov/docs/default-source/press-releases/2023-02-01-fda-rule---cvs-letter-tom-moriarty.pdf?sfvrsn=d42cfc2b_2
https://ago.mo.gov/docs/default-source/press-releases/2023-02-01-fda-rule---walgreens-letter-danielle-gray.pdf?sfvrsn=ff1e6652_2
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-105527?utm_campaign=usgao_email&utm_content=topic_health&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/bcbsa-6-policy-changes-could-save-767b-in-healthcare-spending
https://www.bcbs.com/press-releases/blue-cross-blue-shield-association-policy-solutions-could-lower-health-care-costs#:~:text=BCBSA's%20Affordability%20Solutions%20for%20the,fair%20and%20transparent%20billing%20practices.
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/cigna-sues-cvs-former-exec-bricker-over-noncompete-agreement
https://www.leapfroggroup.org/news-events/new-survey-employers-cite-quality-care-top-priority-when-ranking-health-plans
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/leapfrog-emloyer-health-plan-satisfaction-survey/641326/
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/policy/end-covid-public-health-emergency-healthcare-medicare-telehealth-medicaid
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/policy/end-covid-public-health-emergency-healthcare-medicare-telehealth-medicaid
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/cms-reworks-the-medicare-cost-report-5275493/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230127005076/en/HCA-Healthcare-Reports-Fourth-Quarter-2022-Results-and-Provides-2023-Guidance
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/HCA-capital-projects-mergers-acquisitions-2023-sam-hazen
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/hca-healthcare-closes-out-2022-revenue-gains-lingering-capacity-constraints
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/minnesota-ag-asks-sanford-health-fairview-health-services-delay-58-hospital-merger
https://www.kaufmanhall.com/insights/research-report/national-hospital-flash-report-january-2023
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/approximately-half-us-hospitals-end-2022-negative-operating-margin


○ Recent AMGA survey results reflect increased labor cost pressures—staffing ratios
continue to decline while expenses rise.

● Press Ganey recognized 95 healthcare organizations for demonstrating excellent patient
experience, workforce engagement, and clinical quality. More here.

VALUE-BASED CARE
● Pearl Health raised $75M in its Series B funding round to promote its value-based approach

to health technology, which synthesizes health data to promote effective triaging methods.
● CVS ACO announced a partnership with RUSH University System for Health to expand

access to clinical services in the Chicago area.

HEALTH EQUITY & SDOH
● A report released by GAO found that HHS was largely successful in promoting health equity

when delegating pandemic relief funds. Over half of the pandemic relief funds went to
populations hit hardest by COVID-19.

● Spatially Health, an SDOH tech startup, teamed up with Florida-based ACO Health
Partners to help the provider organization identify social determinant issues and develop an
actionable health equity plan.

○ This partnership follows the establishment of CMS’ ACO REACH Model, which
includes new health equity compliance requirements.

● CVS Health launched its Community Equity Alliance initiative to address health disparities in
underserved populations. As part of this initiative, they partnered with a number of
community-focused organizations.

● The Health Care Cost Institute released its new data dashboard, Health Care Vitals, to
showcase inequities in healthcare services like telehealth, cancer screening, respiratory
hospitalizations, and others.

● An article in Becker’s summarized how different payers – like BCBS and Elevance Health –
are investing in the promotion of health equity and SDOH.

MEDICAID
● CMS approved a first-of-its-kind section 1115 waiver granting California the ability to extend

certain Medicaid coverage to incarcerated beneficiaries.
● During last week’s MACPAC meeting, the Commissioners voted on two recommendations to

improve the collection of race/ethnicity data and also heard several presentations about the
oversight of managed care as a growing segment of the Medicaid program and focus by the
Commission.

● Kaiser Family Foundation published two new issue briefs on the population demographics
and spending/enrollment trends of the Medicare-Medicaid dual-eligible program.
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https://revcycleintelligence.com/news/amga-medical-groups-faced-workforce-challenges-high-expenses-in-2022
https://www.pressganey.com/company/awards/2022-hx-pinnacle-excellence-award-winners/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/patient-experience/press-ganey-recognizes-top-healthcare-organizations-for-patient-experience.html
https://www.pressganey.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022_PG_Awards_Criteria-V2.pdf
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/innovation/value-based-care-technology-company-raises-75m.html
https://www.hcinnovationgroup.com/policy-value-based-care/medicare-medicaid/news/21293629/cvs-and-rush-announce-accountable-care-collaboration
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-105500
https://patientengagementhit.com/news/did-hhs-pandemic-relief-funds-promote-health-equity
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/sdoh-analytics-startup-spatially-health-work-aco-health-partners
https://innovation.cms.gov/innovation-models/aco-reach
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/cvs-health-community-equity-alliance-launch-reduce-disparities
https://www.cvshealth.com/news/health-equity/cvs-health-launches-community-equity-alliance-to-improve-health-outcomes.html
https://vitals.healthcostinstitute.org/
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/how-6-payers-are-addressing-sdoh.html
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Virtual Health

FEDERAL NEWS
● Providers are concerned that removing telehealth privileges will leave patients without care

when the PHE ends in May. The omnibus bill approved a two-year extension for telehealth
services, but to be successful, licensing requirements need to allow physicians to treat
across state lines. More here, here.

● The AHA urged House and Senate telehealth leaders to continue telehealth flexibilities
enacted during the COVID-19 pandemic.

● In an article released by the Advisory Board, experts commented on the future of telehealth
coverage and what should be done to make COVID-19-era telehealth legislation permanent.

NEW LAUNCHES AND PARTNERSHIPS
● Impact, a virtual care collaborative, launched an online directory of 139 virtual care

companies like Amazon Clinic, CVS Health, and Amwell.
● CVS Health launched a new virtual primary care and mental health service, in which

physicians, nurse practitioners, and pharmacists can support patients and provide referrals
to CVS MinuteClinic. More here.

● Orlando Health plans to initiate an advanced remote patient monitoring system as a virtual
provider network to improve patient outcomes, prevent hospital readmissions, and
accelerate drug development.

● Blue Shield of California partnered with Accolade to release its Virtual Blue health benefits
plan, which will expand members’ access to virtual health services.

OTHER TELEHEALTH NEWS
● A study by the UCLA Latino Policy and Politics Institute found that race, age, language, and

technology access barriers led to healthcare disparities linked to telehealth use during the
pandemic.

● A Kaiser Permanente analysis noted that 11.8% of video telehealth and 12.5% of phone
telehealth were followed by an office visit. Less than 2% of telehealth visits led to an
emergency room visit, suggesting telehealth does not often lead to follow-up care.
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