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Digital Health

DIGITAL HEALTH INVESTMENTS
● The collapse of Silicon Valley Bank (SVB), the 16th largest bank in the U.S., is causing

uncertainty in the digital health startup landscape. SVB played an outsized role in more than
75% of the healthcare VC-based IPOs over the past three years. The latest reports on the
fallout are from healthleaders, Modern Healthcare, Axios, Fierce Healthcare, Wall Street Journal,
and Rock Health.

● Assured Allies finished a Series B round with $42.5M to bolster the expansion of the
insurtech’s machine learning and predictive analytics platform for long-term care.

● Maribel Health, a startup launched by General Catalyst that provides a tech platform and
advisory services to health systems to operate hospital-at-home programs, raised $25M in
series A funding.

● Aiberry raised $8M for its AI-powered mental health screening solution.
● Iron Health collects $4.5M for its virtual women’s health platform.
● Virtual OB-GYN tech developer Iron Health raised $4.5M in seed funding to bolster patient

care with a digital accessible medical team.
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https://www.healthleadersmedia.com/innovation/svb-collapse-may-set-healthcare-innovation-back-more-decade
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/finance/svb-collapse-general-catalyst-digital-health-summer-health
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/13/silicon-valley-bank-failure-spooks-health
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/sxsw-2023-tech-innovation-spotlight-svp-fallout-casts-shadow
https://www.wsj.com/articles/svb-collapse-puts-pressure-on-enterprise-tech-pipeline-dd8433f8?mod=hp_minor_pos6
https://rockhealth.com/rock-weekly/a-cold-day-in-the-bay/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/assured-allies-raises-42-5m-110000136.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2023/03/15/2627424/0/en/Maribel-Health-Raises-25M-Series-A-to-Create-the-Future-of-Advanced-Care-at-Home.html
https://aiberry.io/
https://hitconsultant.net/2023/03/08/aiberry-secures-8m-for-ai-powered-mental-health-screenings/
https://www.ironhealth.io/
https://www.axios.com/pro/health-tech-deals/2023/03/09/iron-health-raises-5-million-obgyn-womens-virtual-care
https://www.mobihealthnews.com/news/womens-health-startup-iron-health-launches-45m


● Fifth Third Bank acquired Big Data Healthcare, which sells "FUSE" -- an online portal that
automates remit reconciliation.

● A report from PitchBook showed digital health investments hit $7B in 2022, down from
$15.6B in 2021, with venture funding continuing to trend down for telehealth.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE NEWS
● A lengthy STAT investigative report about the use of AI in Medicare Advantage (MA) coverage

decisions alleges that government oversight is needed.
o The reporters claim that while AI used in medical devices are regulated by the
FDA, insurers that use AI to make coverage decisions have no oversight.
o Specifically, the article accuses UnitedHealth Group’s NaviHealth program of
using an algorithm that discharged nursing home residents too soon.
o The report tracks the history of NaviHealth from Tom Scully’s initial investment, to
being sold to Cardinal Health, to a private equity firm, and ultimately to UnitedHealth
Group -- saying that as the entity changed hands, providers claim that there was a
noticeable increase in coverage denials.

● At its Google Health event, Google announced that it is continuing to build out its
health-related AI initiatives, including ultrasounds, cancer treatment and tuberculosis
screenings.

○ Google released Open Health Stack, an open resource to help developers build
FHIR-based digital health apps quickly.

○ Google also announced that it is updating its large language model, Med-PaLM 2,
which can perform at an “expert” level on medical exams.

● OpenAI released GPT-4, its latest multimodal model, touting its “human-level” performance
on academic and professional exams and highlighting the model’s recent updates.

● A study published in the Journal of Clinical Oncology: Oncology Practice found that the Jvion
Care Optimization and Recommendation Enhancement (CORE) AI tool may reduce
emergency department visits for cancer patients by 18%, leading to a cost-savings of $2.8M
annually.

● A systemic review published in JAMA Network Open found that the risk of bias and clinical
applicability issues will prevent neuroimaging-based AI and ML models from directly creating
psychiatric diagnoses.

● On an AMA video and podcast, Dr. John Halamka, President of Mayo Clinic Platform,
discussed the pros and cons of the integration of AI -- specifically, ChatGPT -- in medicine.

Interoperability & Health IT

FEDERAL NEWS
● President Biden released his presidential budget, including allocations for improving

cybersecurity and public health resilience, and increasing funding for health data and
experience improvements.

○ The proposed budget is widely considered “dead on arrival” by Republicans, but it
does signal a growing focus on national health IT.
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https://www.53.com/content/fifth-third/en/media-center/press-releases/2023/press-release-2023-03-07.html
https://pitchbook.com/news/reports/q4-2022-launch-report-digital-health
https://www.statnews.com/2023/03/13/medicare-advantage-plans-denial-artificial-intelligence/
https://navihealth.com/
https://www.wcas.com/firm/team/thomas-a-scully
https://health.google/the-check-up/#latest-events
https://techcrunch.com/2023/03/14/google-introduces-open-health-stack-for-developers/?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAANGeDnD05D8djCDXLCayfD2DOUycuV8eVcOFIQZeOVFyV9VaiChFVTGhgcnKKgs_ngrTnaCopsW52vtqBYjFTG9qArgUbr_V7CjtU3PKnhYzxSL5WJuXM2EaoBXtFfuDVnmfIaDloVq7DKFoRBzMoDloIhAwBgtyIiScmvaxGbbK
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/03/14/googles-medical-ai-might-soon-answer-questions-about-health.html
https://openai.com/research/gpt-4
https://ascopubs.org/doi/full/10.1200/OP.22.00307
https://www.jvion.com/video/jvion-core-care-optimization-and-recommendation-enhancement.html
https://www.jvion.com/video/jvion-core-care-optimization-and-recommendation-enhancement.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2801999
https://www.ama-assn.org/practice-management/digital/chatgpt-and-ai-integration-health-care-john-d-halamka-md-ms
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/here-are-healthcare-it-spending-priorities-president-bidens-new-budget
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2023/03/10/the-presidents-budget-and-the-battle-ahead/


● A new House bill, referred to the Energy and Commerce Committee, would require HHS to
submit a report on the interoperability of medical devices to Congress.

● ONC published a blog highlighting actions, updates, and shoutouts from Health
Datapalooza.

● ONC published a blog identifying the top takeaways from the TEFCA Recognition event that
occurred in February, including representatives from each Qualified Health Information
Network agreeing to go-live by the end of 2023

INDUSTRY NEWS
● Google is launching Open Health Stack, a suite of open-source tools to help developers

create digital health apps and adopt HL7 FHIR standards.
● Avaneer Health, a consortium including CVS, Anthem, and Cleveland Clinic, among

others, launched a first-of-a-kind, decentralized, peer-to-peer digital network built on
blockchain enabling secure, real-time data-sharing in healthcare.

● DirectTrust was selected as part of AWS Health Equity Initiative to bolster the non-profit
alliance’s interoperability directory.

● An MIT study found that health information exchanges (HIEs) only work well when they have
state policy support.

● The HL7 Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources (FHIR) Accelerator CodeX announced a
new steering committee to advance FHIR as the data standard to obtain high-quality data for
patient care and research.

PUBLIC HEALTH DATA
● As part of President Biden’s budget proposal, the Biden Administration signaled its wish to

continue to fund efforts to improve SDOH data collection and analysis to improve maternal
health outcomes.

DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY
● The HHS requested $78M in OCR funding for FY 2024, a $38M increase from last year, to

manage a higher number of HIPAA complaints.
● The Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs will hold a hearing

to explore healthcare cybersecurity strategies.
o Stirling Martin, Epic’s senior VP and chief privacy and security officer, is on the

witness list for the hearing.
● In partnership with the Healthcare and Public Health Sector Coordinating Council (HSCC),

HHS released its HPH Sector Cybersecurity Framework Implementation Guide, suggesting
how leaders can prevent cybersecurity breaches amid an increase in system attacks.

● The Health Sector Coordinating Council, an industry-led advisory council with 400 health
care organizations, including pharma, labs, med tech, payers, digital health organizations,
released its cybersecurity guidance for medical device manufacturers and healthcare
delivery organizations.

● Cerebral notified patients of a data breach impacting more than three million patients,
resulting from their use of pixel tracking technologies.
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1557
https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/health-it/wowzapalooza-a-post-health-datapalooza-2023-health-it-roundup
https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/interoperability/top-takeaways-from-the-tefca-recognition-event
https://developers.google.com/open-health-stack
https://avaneerhealth.com/company/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/avaneer-health-launches-its-decentralized-network-and-platform-to-transform-healthcare-administration-301769071.html
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/directtrust-to-enhance-data-exchange-directory-through-aws-initiative
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.22.0302
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/can-state-policy-levers-catalyze-health-information-exchange-use
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/codex-grows-steering-committee-to-advance-hl7-fhir-interoperability
https://www.hl7.org/documentcenter/public/pressreleases/HL7_PRESS_20230314.pdf
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/here-are-healthcare-it-spending-priorities-president-bidens-new-budget
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/here-are-healthcare-it-spending-priorities-president-bidens-new-budget
https://healthitsecurity.com/news/hhs-requests-78m-in-funding-for-ocr-in-next-fiscal-year
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/in-need-of-a-checkup-examining-the-cybersecurity-risks-to-the-healthcare-sector/
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023-03-16-Healthcare-Cybersecurity.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023-03-16-Healthcare-Cybersecurity.pdf
https://healthitsecurity.com/news/hhs-hscc-release-guidance-to-help-healthcare-sector-align-with-nist-cybersecurity-framework
https://aspr.hhs.gov/cip/hph-cybersecurity-framework-implementation-guide/Pages/default.aspx
https://healthitsecurity.com/news/hscc-publishes-guidance-on-managing-legacy-medical-tech-security
https://healthsectorcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Health-Industry-Cybersecurity-Managing-Legacy-Technology-Security-HIC-MaLTS.pdf
https://healthsectorcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Health-Industry-Cybersecurity-Managing-Legacy-Technology-Security-HIC-MaLTS.pdf
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/cerebral-says-3m-affected-patient-data-breach


● Medical device company ZOLL Medical Corporation notified more than a million individuals
of a data breach that exposed patient names and Social Security numbers.

Payers & Providers

DRUG PRICING
● On March 15, 2023, CMS issued a 91-page initial guidance detailing the

requirements—including requests for public comment by April 14, 2023— on key elements
of the new Medicare Part D Drug Price Negotiation Program for 2026, the first year the
negotiated prices will apply. Fact sheet here, press release here.

● CMS also announced 27 prescription drugs for which Part B beneficiary coinsurances may be
lower from April 1-June 30, 2023. Fact sheet here.

o On February 9, 2023, CMS released initial guidance to manufacturers regarding the
payment by manufacturers of inflation rebates for Part B rebatable drugs beginning
January 1, 2023.

▪ The AHA commented on it, asking for two changes: Mitigate the risk of
incentivizing drug companies to artificially extend the duration of shortages
of drugs to receive reductions in the IRA’s inflation rebate, and refrain from
requiring the use of “JG” and “TB” modifiers for drugs purchased under the
340B program in implementing the IRA’s inflation rebate.

● The Alliance to Save America’s 340B Program, a coalition of big pharma and community
health centers, announced plans to advocate for increased transparency and accountability
within the 340B program. They released 10 policy proposals.

● A group of Republican senators sent a letter to HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra and CMS
Administrator Chiquita Brooks-LaSure warning that the new Accelerating Clinical Evidence
drug pricing model will lower reimbursement rates and undermine access to high-quality
medications and delay treatment for Medicare beneficiaries.

● Novo Nordisk announced it will follow Eli Lilly in capping the cost of several of its insulin
products beginning January 2024.

HEALTHCARE TRANSPARENCY
● As part of President Biden’s proposed 2024 budget, the Biden Administration will continue to

fund enforcement of the No Surprises Act transparency provisions.
● CEO of CapitalRx, A.J. Loiacono, responded to growing PBM criticism by stating PBM drug

pricing processes should be revised but not eliminated, citing their critical administrative
role in care.

● The Illinois Department of Insurance fined BCBS of Illinois $605K after an investigation
found the payer did not adhere to transparency rules.

● Senate Republicans wrote a letter to CMMI criticizing its Accelerating Clinical Evidence Model,
claiming it undermines the FDA’s regulatory process and drug benefits payments.

● The AHA responded to criticism of hospitals’ non-compliance with transparency policies,
affirming that health systems and care facilities are making progress to comply with
regulations.
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https://healthitsecurity.com/news/1m-individuals-impacted-by-healthcare-data-breach-at-medical-device-company
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/medicare-drug-price-negotiation-program-initial-guidance.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/fact-sheet-medicare-drug-price-negotiation-program-initial-guidance.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/hhs-releases-initial-guidance-historic-medicare-drug-price-negotiation-program-price-applicability
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/inflation-reduction-act-tamps-down-prescription-drug-price-increases-above-inflation
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/fact-sheet-part-b-rebatable-drug-coinsurance-reduction.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/medicare-part-b-inflation-rebate-program-initial-guidance.pdf
https://www.aha.org/lettercomment/2023-03-11-aha-comments-medicare-part-b-inflation-rebate
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2023/03/09/pharma-drug-discount-reform-00086165
https://static.politico.com/74/45/3b9467814eb1bd7f8ee5dddbde11/asap-340b-policy-principles-embargoed.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/letter_on_medicare_and_accelerated_approval.pdf
https://www.cornyn.senate.gov/news/cornyn-blasts-biden-admins-innovation-killing-drug-pricing-model/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/novo-nordisk-to-lower-us-prices-of-several-pre-filled-insulin-pens-and-vials-up-to-75-for-people-living-with-diabetes-in-january-2024-301771409.html
https://www.manatt.com/insights/newsletters/health-highlights/biden-administration-seeks-500m-to-implement-and
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/head-capital-rx-argues-pbm-industry-needs-be-repaired-not-ditched
https://idoi.illinois.gov/news/press-release.26151.html
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/letter_on_medicare_and_accelerated_approval.pdf
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/political-headwinds-grow-against-cmmi-accelerated-approval-drug-price-model
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/cmmi-releases-three-new-models-aimed-lower-generic-novel-drug-costs
https://www.aha.org/news/perspective/2023-03-10-setting-record-straight-hospitals-are-implementing-price-transparency-policies-and-helping-patients


○ AHA’s Senior VP for public policy analysis and development also addressed
misinformation about the issue.

PAYERS AND PROVIDERS (M&A)
● Recovery Centers of America acquired Adolescent & Young Adult Advocates, an addiction

and mental health provider, to expand outpatient services and reduce substance use in
young adults.

● Chartis, a healthcare advisory firm, announced that it acquired revenue cycle consultant
Chi-Matic to integrate technology processes and increase staff efficiency for the revenue
cycle.

● Robotics company Clarapath acquired Crosscope, a digital pathology company, to establish
a tissue sectioning and transfer system and to help labs provide high-quality, efficient care.

● A PitchBook report advocated for greater consolidation in the digital behavioral health
industry, stating it is necessary to expand service access and tailor care to communities.

PAYERS
● MedPAC released its March 2023 report to Congress, including a chapter on Medicare

Advantage. The Commission reiterated its past suggestion that risk adjustment methodology
should not include health risk assessments that are driving the coding differences among
MA plans, and that quality of care in MA plans is impossible to measure. More here.

● The White House released President Biden’s proposed budget, which contains several
healthcare proposals, including a plan to keep the Medicare trust fund solvent and a
requirement for MA plans to implement an 85% medical loss ratio requirement on
supplemental benefits. More here, here.

● An article in Fierce Healthcare considered how President Biden’s new budget will impact MA
plans, highlighting coverage requirements for mental health services and restrictions on
supplemental benefits.

● The FDA sent a warning letter to ElectRx – a company that connects foreign pharmacies to
employer-sponsored health insurance plans to provide beneficiaries with prescription drugs
– alleging that ElectRx provided its customers with non-FDA approved prescription drugs
which put its members at significant health risk.

● Fierce Healthcare outlined challenges MA plans may face after CMS’s new advanced notice
plan and RADV rule, emphasizing that smaller organizations will be hit hardest.

● Retirees are concerned about employers’ growing trend toward using MA plans to provide
benefits, citing high supplemental costs and benefits that may not be sustainable.

● A KFF brief found that most Medicaid beneficiaries who intend to re-enroll, have not been
asked to renew their contact information for their plan to prepare for redeterminations.

● A Stat News investigation found MA plans sometimes use AI to deny patient claims – basing
their decision to stop covering patients’ care on an unregulated algorithm - a practice that
hurts beneficiaries by delaying treatment and increasing the cost of care.

● According to the National Health Care Anti-Fraud Association, Medicaid and Medicare fraud
reaches over $100B annually, often due to fraudulent billing.

● An article in NEJM warned about straining Medicare if it covers weight loss medications and
the higher premiums that would result in the long run.
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https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitals/industry-voices-lets-be-transparent-about-hospital-price-transparency
https://bhbusiness.com/2023/03/09/recovery-centers-of-america-acquires-adolescent-young-adult-advocates/
https://www.chartis.com/about/news/revenue-cycle-consultancy-chi-matic-joins-chartis
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/finance/chartis-acquires-revenue-cycle-consultant.html
https://hitconsultant.net/2023/03/09/clarapath-acquires-crosscope/
https://pitchbook.com/news/reports/q4-2022-launch-report-digital-health
https://bhbusiness.com/2023/03/13/why-the-digital-behavioral-health-industry-needs-consolidation/
https://www.medpac.gov/document/march-2023-report-to-the-congress-medicare-payment-policy/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/medpac-has-released-its-latest-report-congress-here-are-4-things-know
https://www.healthleadersmedia.com/payer/medpacs-safety-net-funding-methodology-rankles-stakeholders
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/here-are-top-health-items-bidens-new-fiscal-2024-proposed-budget
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2023/03/09/fact-sheet-the-presidents-budget-for-fiscal-year-2024/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/03/09/hhs-releases-presidents-fiscal-year-2024-proposed-budget.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/03/09/hhs-releases-presidents-fiscal-year-2024-proposed-budget.html
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/president-biden-s-budget-invests-in-9974953/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/budget/fy2024/index.html#:~:text=The%20President's%20Fiscal%20Year%20(FY,budget%20authority%20for%20FY%202024.
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/what-president-bidens-proposed-budget-means-medicare-advantage
https://www.fda.gov/inspections-compliance-enforcement-and-criminal-investigations/warning-letters/electrx-and-health-solutions-llc-614251-03022023
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/are-medicare-advantage-plans-trouble-plan-size-and-star-ratings-could-matter-lot
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/as-more-employers-embrace-medicare-advantage-some-retirees-push-back.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/10/business/medicare-advantage-retirement-nyc.html
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/unwinding-the-continuous-enrollment-provision-perspectives-from-current-medicaid-enrollees/
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/what-medicaid-enrollees-are-saying-about-redeterminations.html
https://www.statnews.com/2023/03/13/medicare-advantage-plans-denial-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/medicare-medicaid-fraud-tops-100b-annually.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/03/09/how-medicare-and-medicaid-fraud-became-a-100b-problem-for-the-us.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/03/09/how-medicare-and-medicaid-fraud-became-a-100b-problem-for-the-us.html
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2300516
https://www.statnews.com/2023/03/11/new-weight-loss-drugs-wegovy-medicare/


● A patient group that claimed United Behavioral Health wrongly denied mental health
service claims is seeking a federal appeal after a 2020 court decision in their favor –
supported by the AMA and APA – was overturned last year.

PROVIDERS
● CMS released guidance for assessing hospitals’ compliance with Medicare quality standards

that included the evaluation of hospitals’ Quality Assessment & Performance Improvement
(QAPI) programs as well as the hospital leadership and governance involvement in these
programs.

● The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) announced the availability of
$25M to expand primary health care – including mental health care – in schools. Currently,
HRSA-funded health centers serve over 3,400 schools across the U.S.

● A new analysis from the Urban Institute found that around 15% of nonelderly American
adults have past-due medical debt, much of which is owed to hospitals.

● Around 30% of patients who received medical care between 2016 and 2022 did not see a
primary care physician, according to a FAIR Health analysis, underlining gaps in care and
health equity issues.

● A Kaiser Family Foundation brief reported that while nonprofit hospitals are required to
provide charity care in return for their tax-exempt status, they received more funds through
tax exemptions than they contributed to charity care in 2020.

● According to a U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics report, the largest growth in hospital jobs since
September 2022 occurred in February. According to experts, it will still take around 20
months to return to pre-pandemic employment levels.

● A Fierce Healthcare article revealed the challenges hospital executives expect to encounter in
2023, noting that the financial difficulties hospitals faced in 2022 will continue to impact
hospitals this coming year.

● Providence Health System reported a $1.7B operating loss and a $6.1B net loss in 2022.
● Ascension reported a $410M operating loss but is implementing an economic improvement

plan.

VALUE-BASED CARE
● PointClickCare acquired Patient Pattern, a value-based care EHR, to expand its

senior-focused, value-based care model as healthcare moves away from FFS models and
towards VBC. This marks just one of a series of companies that have shifted focus toward
senior-focused VBC.

● In a Fortune podcast, CVS Health CEO Karen Lynch emphasized that the Signify and Oak
Street Health acquisitions will strongly position the company to advance value-based care.

● An AJMC article recapped the Value-Based Insurance Design Summit, where organizations
outlined their agendas to improve coverage and drug costs.

● CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield is partnering with Aledade to help its in-network primary
care practices to offer value-based care services by allowing their network physicians to
access Aledade’s technology platform.
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https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/patients-seek-appeal-landmark-unitedhealth-mental-health-parity-case
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payer/judge-says-unitedhealth-behavioral-healthcare-subsidiary-must-overhaul-claims-processing
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/appeals-court-overturns-ruling-against-unitedhealth-landmark-mental-health-parity-class
https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2023-03-10-cms-updates-guidance-assessing-hospital-compliance-medicare-quality-requirement
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-23-09-hospital.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/03/10/hhs-announces-the-availability-of-25-million-dollars-to-expand-primary-care.html
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/most-adults-past-due-medical-debt-owe-money-hospitals
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitals/15-adults-have-past-due-medical-debt-much-owed-hospitals
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/15/patients-primary-care-doc-map
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media2.fairhealth.org/whitepaper/asset/A%20Window%20into%20Primary%20Care%20-%20A%20FAIR%20Health%20White%20Paper.pdf
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/15/nonprofit-hospitals-tax-exemptions-charity-care
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/february-jobs-report-shows-strong-gains-hospitals-senior-care
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/hospitals-must-take-realigned-economic-system-trying-bounce-back-2022-disaster-survey
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/providence-ends-2022-88-operating-margin-61b-net-loss
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/ascension-reports-29-operating-margin-h1-2023-says-improvement-plan-beginning-make
https://www.axios.com/pro/health-tech-deals/newsletters/2023/03/15/health-tech-pointclickcare-buys-patient-pattern?chunk=2
https://www.axios.com/pro/health-tech-deals/2022/11/23/investors-flood-value-based-care-for-seniors
https://fortune.com/2023/03/08/cvs-health-ceo-karen-lynch-oak-street-signify-primary-care-t-shirt-taking-up-space/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/disruptors/with-signify-and-oak-street-cvs-has-premier-assets-to-support-value-based-care-ceo-says.html
https://www.ajmc.com/view/accelerating-health-equity-in-government-and-the-private-sector
https://individual.carefirst.com/individuals-families/news/2023/03/carefirst-bluecross-blueshield-and-aledade-forge/


HEALTH EQUITY & SDOH
● A Health Affairs study analyzed challenges Medicaid MCOs will face when using social drivers

of health (SDH) bonds, and proposed a Health Care Investment Act to encourage groups to
invest in communities.

● UnitedHealthcare extended its partnership with the Morehouse School of Medicine to
launch PM3, an app providing postpartum support to Black mothers to mitigate disparities.

● NYC Health + Hospitals announced plans to spend $14M to help homeless patients find
housing in an effort to reduce costly emergency room spending.

MEDICAID
● HHS Secretary Becerra urged states to use consistent eligibility standards and ‘every possible

option’ to ensure qualifying individuals retain Medicaid after redetermination. Becerra also
highlighted the potential loss of Medicaid funds if states do not report enrollment statistics.

o A new survey from KFF, in collaboration with the Georgetown University Center
for Children and Families, presents an overview of state activity to unwind the
provision that has paused Medicaid disenrollments since February 2020, estimating
that about 15M people may drop off Medicaid rolls in the coming year.

○ A new coalition, Connecting to Coverage Coalition, led by AHIP, was launched with a
website for stakeholders to access information about eligibility requirements and the
Medicaid redetermination process.

● An article published in Kaiser Health News explained how Medicaid health plans have a strong
financial incentive to retain Medicaid enrollees who are at risk of losing coverage in an ACA
marketplace plan.

● President Biden released his annual budget proposal, part of which focused on closing the
Medicaid coverage gap and directing more funding toward Medicaid home and
community-based services.

Virtual Health

FEDERAL NEWS
● Biopharma Dive explained how the Silicon Valley Bank collapse impacted the biotech and

digital health industry. According to Axios, 12% of the bank's $173B in deposits were from the
life science and healthcare sectors, making it an essential resource for many digital health
companies.

● The DEA’s proposed telemedicine rules – which would require an in-person visit before
patients can be prescribed highly regulated drugs – may help to address the Adderall
shortage, which some experts claim was caused in part by the ease of virtual prescribing.

● An article inmHealthIntelligence provided an outlook on 2023 state-level telehealth policies,
noting how policies about licensure, virtual prescribing, audio-only telehealth, and others
will change at the state level over the coming year.

7

https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2023.00014
https://www.beckerspayer.com/leadership/unitedhealth-morehouse-partner-on-maternity-app-for-black-mothers.html
https://www.unitedhealthgroup.com/newsroom/posts/2023/2023-03-14-uhg-morehouse-school-of-medicine-partnership-on-pm3.html?cid=EM:SubscribetoNews:OA:000:standard:NAT:Newsroom
https://www.unitedhealthgroup.com/newsroom/posts/2023/2023-03-14-uhg-morehouse-school-of-medicine-partnership-on-pm3.html?cid=EM:SubscribetoNews:OA:000:standard:NAT:Newsroom
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/03/14/health-hospitals-advances-new-strategy-to-house-homeless-patients-00086877
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/hhs-to-states-minimize-medicaid-coverage-losses.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/09/politics/medicaid-eligibility-coverage-loss/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/09/politics/medicaid-eligibility-coverage-loss/index.html
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/report/medicaid-and-chip-eligibility-and-enrollment-policies-as-of-january-2022-findings-from-a-50-state-survey/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/how-states-approach-medicaid-eligibility-redetermination-will-have-big-implications
https://www.ahip.org/news/press-releases/new-coalition-features-resources-and-best-practices-to-support-medicaid-redetermination
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/industry-groups-form-coalition-avoid-coverage-lapses-medicaid-redeterminations-loom
https://www.connectingtocoverage.org/
https://www.connectingtocoverage.org/
https://khn.org/news/article/medicaid-disenrollment-public-health-emergency-insurance-revenue-increase/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/
https://www.biopharmadive.com/news/svb-collapse-biotech-impact-mess/644783/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/sxsw-2023-tech-innovation-spotlight-svp-fallout-casts-shadow
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/13/silicon-valley-bank-failure-spooks-health
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/13/silicon-valley-bank-failure-spooks-health
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/03/14/adderall-shortage-telehealth-prescriptions/
https://mhealthintelligence.com/features/how-telehealth-policy-is-evolving-at-the-state-level


NEW LAUNCHES AND PARTNERSHIPS
● Hopper Health launched its virtual primary care service for neurodivergent adults, which

helps patients with neurodivergent conditions like autism or ADHD better navigate their
care.

● Zaya Care partnered with Zocdoc to launch its maternal healthcare marketplace to increase
● in-person or virtual maternal care access.
● Flowly, an app that uses virtual reality to help patients manage chronic pain and stress,

released a program for providers that allows them to test out the app and track patient
progress.

● MGH is planning to conduct a clinical trial with Rocket VR Health (RVH) to assess the use of
virtual reality in mental and physical healthcare.

● AxiosPro published a list of recent telehealth fundraises for startups:
o OpenLoop - $15M to help telehealth organizations accept insurance
o Capable Health - $6M for its plug and play HIPAA-compliant software platform for

messaging, scheduling, and lab orders
o Opkit - $1M for its automated health insurance verification platform

OTHER TELEHEALTH NEWS
● Cerebral, a telemental startup, admitted that it shared the private health information,

including mental health assessments, of more than 3.1 million patients in the United States
with advertisers and social media giants like Facebook, Google and TikTok.

● Opkit created a user-friendly automated health insurance verification platform for virtual
care providers to process patients’ health insurance. The platform expedites insurance
verification processes and provides greater price transparency.

● In an interview with Healthcare IT News,Wendy Deibert, a former nurse and senior vice
president of clinical solutions at telehealth company Caregility, discussed the importance of
virtual care, including its impact on the workforce shortage.

● According to data from Trilliant Health, telebehavioral health service use increased 45-fold
during the COVID-19 pandemic, although investments in digital behavioral healthcare
decreased.
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https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/new-virtual-pcp-neurodivergent-adults-hopper-has-launched
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/zocdocs-new-partner-zaya-got-insurers-buy-its-european-style-maternal-care
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/relaxation-app-vr-startup-flowly-rolls-out-program-providers
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/relaxation-app-vr-startup-flowly-rolls-out-program-providers
https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/mass-general-to-test-virtual-reality-solution-for-mental-healthcare
https://www.axios.com/pro/health-tech-deals/2023/03/15/openloop-raises-15-m-series-a-telehealth-enabler
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/capable-health-raises-6m-to-underpin-the-next-revolution-in-us-healthcare-301537427.html
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/former-fintech-engineers-launch-startup-aims-tackle-insurance-verification-virtual-care
https://techcrunch.com/2023/03/10/cerebral-shared-millions-patient-data-advertisers/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/10/politics/cerebral-mental-health-privacy-data-exposure/index.html
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/former-fintech-engineers-launch-startup-aims-tackle-insurance-verification-virtual-care
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/how-virtual-nursing-can-help-solve-many-nursing-shortage-woes
https://www.trillianthealth.com/behavioral-health-trends-shaping-the-health-economy
https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/virtual-behavioral-health-use-increases-45-fold-during-pandemic

