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Digital Health

DIGITAL HEALTH INVESTMENTS
● Gravie, an employment-based health insurance marketplace that partners with brokers,

received a $179M equity investment to fuel growth throughout the company, including its
health plan for small and medium-sized businesses.

● Wellvana Health, a value-based population health startup, closed $84M in new capital to
expand innovation in value-based care enablement for physicians, specialists, and health
systems.

● Bend Health, a pediatric telebehavioral health company, secured $32M between seed
funding and a series A round to hire more clinicians.

● Inato, a technology platform that connects pharma companies with community-based trial
sites, raised $20M in series A2 funding.

● Zorro, a digital employment-based health benefits company, raised $11.5M in seed funding.
● DW Healthcare Partners, a healthcare-focused private equity firm, raised $210M for its

Founders Fund focused on lower middle market healthcare investments.
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https://www.gravie.com/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/general-atlantic-leads-179m-growth-investment-into-gravie-301776874.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/general-atlantic-leads-179m-growth-investment-into-gravie-301776874.html
https://wellvana.com/
https://wellvana.com/articles/wellvana-health-raises-84-million-to-drive-innovation-in-value-based-care/
https://www.bendhealth.com/
https://bhbusiness.com/2023/03/23/pediatric-behavioral-health-provider-bend-health-moves-out-of-stealth-mode-with-32m-in-funding/
https://inato.com/
https://hitconsultant.net/2023/03/29/inato-raises-20m-to-make-clinical-trials-more-inclusive/
https://myzorro.co/
https://hitconsultant.net/2023/03/29/zorro-launches-employee-health-benefits/
https://hitconsultant.net/2023/03/28/dw-healthcare-partners-closes-210m-fund/


ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE NEWS
● An op-ed in JAMA Network summarized the medical applications of technologies like ChatGPT

and examined the scenarios where regulation of these technologies might be needed to
ensure they are utilized safely and ethically.

● A STAT News article outlined the benefits and risks of using AI for clinical note-taking, stating
that it may reduce administrative burdens and help address physician burnout, but it also
has the potential to harm patients.

● Microsoft and Syneos Health partnered to develop a machine learning (ML) platform to
increase the speed of development, implementation, and administration of clinical trials.

● Software company LeanTaaS released a new, AI-based service, Perioperative
Transformation as a Service (TaaS), to enhance care delivery and workflow automation
within healthcare systems.

● A MedCity News article outlined how AI can support equity in healthcare, claiming that
equitable access to AI and data privacy networks can help users navigate ethical challenges.

● An article in Axios detailed the concerns over AI replacing human workers such as
radiologists and highlighted the benefits and risks of these new technologies.

● A study in Nature Medicine found that an AI-based diagnostic screening system,
DeepGlioma, can detect genetic mutations within brain cancer tumors in under 1.5 minutes.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE INVESTMENTS
● Vital, a developer of AI-based solutions making it easier for providers to communicate with

and engage patients during ED and inpatient visits, raised $24.7M in series B funding.

Interoperability & Health IT

FEDERAL NEWS
● The FTC released an RFI seeking comments about cloud computing vendors’ impact on

competition and data privacy, with a focus on specific industries, like healthcare. The
comment period closes on May 22, 2023.

INDUSTRY NEWS
● The Amazon Web Services health care accelerator is not new, but there are 23 startups that

just joined the latest cohort to focus on solving workforce challenges, includingMoonhub, a
virtual reality training program, and Dropstat, an AI-backed staffing tool.

● Transcarent announced it selected CareJourney as its provider data partner.
● Fujitsu, an information and communication technology provider, released a new

cloud-based data platform that allows for the collection, use, and storage of health data.
● University of Miami Health deployed an Epic EHR in three mobile units-- the first time an

Epic EHR has been utilized outside a traditional clinical setting.
● EHR vendor NextGen launched a cloud-based interoperability tool, Mirth Cloud Connect,

aimed at addressing data exchange barriers, like high costs and accessing exchanges.
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2803077
https://www.statnews.com/2023/03/28/hospitals-ai-artificial-intelligence-health-microsoft-nuance-notes/?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGKxzitm6AHgKp4sAF7tv4d-7Z0i433SD_esoy8ynIVQeakaoz0XmbpP6zTAlriuMwHU9zWtcYxu67vzoSiyYx4rTaYV4zN6WOWw_PlGv2a2O62
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2023/03/20/2630079/0/en/Syneos-Health-Collaborates-with-Microsoft-to-Accelerate-AI-Across-the-Clinical-to-Commercial-Continuum.html
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230322005820/en/LeanTaaS-Launches-First-Of-Its-Kind-Perioperative-Transformation-as-a-Service-to-Guarantee-Hospital-Revenue-and-Profitability
https://medcitynews.com/2023/03/ai-is-at-the-intersection-of-safety-and-equity-in-healthcare/
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/29/robots-jobs-chatgpt-generative-ai
https://www.michiganmedicine.org/health-lab/artificial-intelligence-predicts-genetics-cancerous-brain-tumors-under-90-seconds
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230323005484/en/Vital-Secures-24.7-Million-in-Series-B-Funding-to-Advance-Its-Artificial-Intelligence-Driven-Software-for-Patients-Hospitals-and-Health-Systems
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/03/ftc-seeks-comment-business-practices-cloud-computing-providers-could-impact-competition-data
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/CloudComputingRFI.pdf
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/vive-2023-latest-news-aws-unveils-23-startups-accelerator-focused-workforce
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/asia/fujitsu-launches-new-cloud-based-health-data-platform
https://www.newswise.com/articles/uhealth-it-experts-win-cio-100-award-for-adding-emr-system-to-sylvester-game-changer-vehicles
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/ehr-vendor-nextgen-launches-cloud-based-healthcare-interoperability-tool


● Boston Children’s Hospital launched a virtual food pharmacy with Instacart Health to
expand “food as medicine” services.

PUBLIC HEALTH DATA
● An article in GCN explained how properly managing public health data and standardizing

collection will optimize the value of available data, which can then be used to address issues
like health inequity.

DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY
● Several sessions at ViVE were focused on health care privacy and security challenges.
● HHS released a 6-point checklist for providers to achieve mobile device security, including

HIPAA-compliant encryptions, passwords, and remote wiping capabilities.
● Following feedback from stakeholders, CISA updated its Cybersecurity Performance Goals

(CPGs), a set of voluntary practices to mitigate cyber risk.
● A NYC law firm paid $200,000 to settle allegations charged by the New York Attorney General

for improperly protecting health data under HIPAA and state laws that resulted in a breach
impacting 114,000 patients.

● KLAS Research and Censinet recognized 25 healthcare vendors for meeting cybersecurity
preparedness, maturity, and transparency standards.

● Tennessee-based Community Health Systems notified nearly 1 million patients of a recent
data breach from cybersecurity vendor Fortra through its file transfer platform.

● UC San Diego Health disclosed a data breach tied to its vendor Solv Health, which used
pixel tracking without the health system’s permission.

o Law firm Harris Beach drafted an analysis of a dozen class-action lawsuits alleging
providers’ use of pixel tracking shared patient information with social media sites.

● In a joint advisory, federal officials warned against LockBit 3.0, the latest iteration of the
ransomware-as-a-service malware, which now can dismantle detection.

Payers & Providers

DRUG PRICING
● The U.S. Senate Commerce Committee advanced the PBM Transparency Act of 2023 which, if

passed, would address PBM practices like “spread pricing.” According to an article in Politico,
GOP resistance to this legislation may prevent it from passing.

o The Ohio Attorney General filed a lawsuit against three large PBMs – Humana,
Prime Therapeutics, and Cigna - alleging they fixed prices for several drugs and
shared drug pricing information.

o On March 30, the U.S. Senate Finance Committee will hold a hearing to discuss the
impact of PBMs on patients and the healthcare system. More on this here.

● Moderna CEO Stéphane Bancel testified to the U.S. Senate HELP Committee in defense of
the company’s price hike of its COVID-19 vaccine, which will soon cost up to $130 per dose –
four times its original price. More on this here.
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/instacart-announces-instacart-health-products-for-providers-designed-to-power-food-as-medicine-programs-at-scale-301780529.html
https://gcn.com/data-analytics/2023/03/reducing-health-disparities-through-effective-data-management/384482/
https://gcn.com/data-analytics/2023/03/reducing-health-disparities-through-effective-data-management/384482/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/vive-2023-address-data-privacy-security-talent-shortages-training-healthcare-outsiders
https://healthtechmagazine.net/article/2023/03/vive-2023-maintaining-security-and-privacy-patient-data-grows
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/hph-mobile-device-security-checklist-tlpclear.pdf
https://healthitsecurity.com/news/cisa-issues-revised-cybersecurity-performance-goals
https://www.cisa.gov/cross-sector-cybersecurity-performance-goals
https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2023/attorney-general-james-secures-200000-law-firm-failing-protect-new-yorkers
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/624234817/censinet-and-klas-recognize-cybersecurity-transparent-leaders-at-vive-2023
https://www.chs.net/notice-of-third-party-security-incident-impacting-chspsc-affiliate-data/
https://healthitsecurity.com/news/uc-san-diego-health-discloses-healthcare-data-breach-stemming-from-vendor-pixel-use
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/lawsuits-reinforce-importance-of-health-2153924/
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/aa23-075a-stop-ransomware-lockbit.pdf
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/senate-panel-advances-bill-reform-pbms-and-bring-more-ftc-scrutiny-industry
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/127
https://www.politico.com/prescriptionpulse/
https://www.statnews.com/pharmalot/2023/03/27/ohio-pbm-price-fixing-antitrust-humana-cigna-express-scripts-insulin-rebates/?utm_campaign=pharmalittle&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=252050468&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rAktj33U1p86Kc7PAgUnthGL4AqiT-7h-cPa3ysE4uOe2YkCVtQ7fNFDdV8XgwYVuTkZqOfza1Fadcqg2siyP0t2zaivFjcypt5UHJ8AoTZ_mLQ4&utm_content=252050468&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/wyden-announces-finance-committee-hearing-on-pharmacy-benefit-managers-and-the-prescription-drug-supply-chain
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2023/03/27/pharmacy-benefit-managers-in-the-hot-seat-00088916
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/moderna-ceo-bancel-defends-130-covid-vaccine-price-senate-hearing-2023-03-22/
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/23/moderna-stands-ground-covid-vaccine-pricing


● In an amicus brief filed in the HIV and Hepatitis Policy Institute federal district court case, AHIP
is supporting the HHS copay coupon accumulator rule, which allows plans to determine
whether they should count drug manufacturers’ direct financial assistance toward a patient’s
annual cost-sharing limit.

HEALTHCARE TRANSPARENCY
● In response to the U.S. Senate Finance Committee’s criticism of HHS’ implementation of the

No Surprises Act, Secretary Becerra stated that ‘frivolous’ claims have caused several issues.
● During a hearing this week, House lawmakers asked experts how to improve hospital

compliance with price transparency rules. The experts suggested creating better incentives
and standardizing how to submit files.

○ The AHA submitted a statement to defend hospitals’ compliance with price
transparency rules.

● Kaiser Health News published a progress report on hospital price transparency compliance.
● Clarify Health, a healthcare analytics company, announced that it made a breakthrough

with its price transparency intelligence software product, so payers and providers can
generate reports on market prices in seconds.

○ Niall Brennan, who was the Chief Data Officer of CMS and former MedPAC staff and
is now at Clarify Health, will be leading a session at HIMSS in April to describe Clarify
Health’s analysis of the quality of price transparency data from 5,600 hospitals and
65+ payers.

● Trilliant Health launched a digital price transparency tool that gives payers and providers
access to what providers are being paid for services, spurring concerns about ‘information
asymmetry.’

PAYERS AND PROVIDERS (M&A)
● Senator Elizabeth Warren asked FTC to review the CVS-Oak Street deal in a letter,

expressing concerns about growing health industry consolidation.
● Oak Street Health partnered with Interwell Health to establish OakWell, a provider of

primary care at dialysis centers for end-stage kidney disease patients.
● The DOJ dismissed its lawsuit challenging UnitedHealthcare’s $7.8B acquisition of Change

Healthcare, a legal effort initially halted after a federal judge approved the merger.
● Home-based care provider PurposeCare acquired Home Sweet Home In-Home Care, to

expand comprehensive care for those in the Medicare and Medicaid dual-eligible population.

PAYERS
● In recent hearings, the U.S. Senate Finance Committee criticized CMS’s advanced notice

payment rule for Medicare Advantage plans, while HHS Secretary Becerra defended the rule
-- saying that it does not cut benefits and that CMS is working to increase MA transparency.

○ Senators Elizabeth Warren and Jeff Merkley criticized payers’ resistance to proposed
MA cuts, stating executives still receive ‘exorbitant’ salaries and can afford large
shareholder payouts.

4

https://www.ahip.org/resources/ahip-amicus-copay-coupon-accumulators
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/frivolous-claims-bogging-down-no-surprises-act-judgements-hhs-secretary-says.html
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/health-subcommittee-hearing-lowering-unaffordable-costs-examining-transparency-and-competition-in-health-care
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/hospitals-feel-congressional-heat-over-compliance-price-transparency-rule
https://mcmorris.house.gov/posts/price-transparency-is-the-key
https://www.aha.org/testimony/2023-03-28-aha-statement-lowering-unaffordable-costs-examining-transparency-and-competition-health-care
https://khn.org/news/article/hospital-price-transparency-federal-rule-checkup-2023/
https://clarifyhealth.com/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230329005339/en/Clarify-Health-Launches-No-Code-Query-Engine-for-Faster-Access-to-Price-Transparency-Intelligence
https://www.himss.org/global-conference/session-price-right-or-it-decoding-transparency-data-0
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/price-transparency-means-the-end-of-payer-provider-information-asymmetry-trilliant-ceo-says.html
https://www.trillianthealth.com/health-plan-price-transparency
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/warren-pushes-ftc-carefully-scrutinize-cvs-oak-street-deal
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/cvs-finally-makes-primary-care-play-scooping-oak-street-health-106b
https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/warren-to-ftc-closely-scrutinize-cvs-health-corps-proposed-acquisition-of-oak-street-health
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/oak-street-health-interwell-health-launch-joint-venture-offer-primary-care-dialysis
https://www.beckerspayer.com/m-and-a/doj-drops-appeal-challenging-unitedhealths-purchase-of-change-healthcare.html
https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2022-11-21-doj-appeal-unitedhealth-change-healthcare-merger-ruling
https://homehealthcarenews.com/2023/03/purposecare-emerges-as-budding-regional-home-based-care-provider-after-latest-acquisition/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/becerra-takes-bipartisan-hits-senators-over-medicare-advantage-pay-rule-lobbying-efforts
https://www.statnews.com/2023/03/23/medicare-advantage-exorbitant-salaries/?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGKrYbJRtS2KkZccJeJjQoysNFtJ0On2ZG2L71_5w8jGZUKTOGMbvTBPedzgAETWnTelmHoarIL9dEhqxq1Qw1rCqM-rKwYTBw3OWbfJOOKtvsW


■ The Senators sent letters to UnitedHealthcare, Humana, Centene, Cigna,
Elevance Health, Molina Health, and Aetna CVS Health to express their
concerns.

● Don Berwick and Rick Gilfillan co-authored yet another blog post in Health Affairs that asserts
most MA overpayments result from risk score gaming and inflated benchmarks. They coined
the term “induced utilization” to explain how MA plans generate additional funding for
“free-to-the-member” benefits.

o Earlier, MedPAC Chair Michael Chernew and other authors published an analysis
in Health Affairs asserting that lower MA benchmark payments would lead to higher
MA enrollee premiums and decrease MA plans’ supplemental benefit offerings.

● The New York Times reported that payers are spending ‘buckets’ of resources and money on
lobbying efforts to push back against CMS’s proposed MA rate changes.

● A Brookings article investigated the impacts of increasing MA plan consolidation, outlining
how the Medical Loss Ratio allows plans to circumvent regulatory requirements.

● An eHealth report found that although MA beneficiaries face more financial barriers
compared to Medicare Supplement beneficiaries, 89% of individuals were still satisfied with
their care.

● Insurtech Oscar Health announced former Aetna CEO Mark Bertolini will become CEO to
lead the development of the new operating platform targeting the consumer experience.

● After it filed public comments with CMS on the electronic prior authorization proposed rule,
the AMA promoted prior authorization reform.

● ProPublica investigated Cigna’s utilization review process, focusing on how auto denials
caused many necessary treatments to be initially denied until approved upon appeal.

● A Kaiser Family Foundation brief analyzed Medicare’s impact on people with HIV, examining
how changing drug prices and fund distribution schemes will impact beneficiaries.

PROVIDERS
● According to an analysis from Altarum, the pandemic-related healthcare labor shortage may

be over, as healthcare employment levels have returned to pre-pandemic levels.
o While there has been employment growth in outpatient settings like ambulatory
care centers, employment in nursing and residential care facilities is still below
pre-pandemic levels.

● AHA criticized MedPAC’s March report to Congress, claiming the Commission recommended
a ‘totally insufficient’ pay bump after failing to consider the pressures hospitals face, such as
inflation and expense spikes.

● Nearly 30 provider groups urged CMS to establish a hybrid payment system that integrates
fee-for-service with prospective payments to primary care physicians in an attempt to
strengthen the workforce and incentivize value-based care.

● The AHA and Federation of American Hospitals (FAH) published an analysis supporting the
ban on physician-owned hospitals – passed as part of the ACA in 2010 – as the debate
continues about whether physician-owned hospitals hurt health equity and cost of care.

● HHS announced $120M+ in funding to support Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic
(CCBHC) expansion to improve mental health and substance use disorder care.

● A new study from AHA assessed payment disparities between hospital outpatient
departments (HOPDs) and other ambulatory care settings for Medicare beneficiaries.
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https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/born-third-base-medicare-advantage-thrives-subsidies-not-better-care
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2022.01031
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/22/health/medicare-insurance-fraud.html
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/usc-brookings-schaeffer-on-health-policy/2023/03/24/medicare-advantage-spending-medical-loss-ratios-and-related-businesses-an-initial-investigation/
https://news.ehealthinsurance.com/_ir/68/20232/eHealth_Economics_Medicare_Advantage_Medicare_Supplement_Enrollment_March2023.pdf
https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/ma-beneficiaries-satisfied-with-coverage-but-face-financial-barriers
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/ex-aetna-chief-mark-bertolini-named-chief-executive-officer-insurtech-oscar-health
https://www.ama-assn.org/health-care-advocacy/advocacy-update/march-24-2023-advocacy-update-spotlight-prior-authorization
https://www.propublica.org/article/cigna-pxdx-medical-health-insurance-rejection-claims?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGKwgnvcYa1mslMF9iUFNG7zQqb9gfigVHHPBDNXMCDZaJu_jHHgRP1mlw1q98pnKJCr5269CkCs1LCdWmKrhgjr6IeBpY9FQg9tUYIjvPusVMr
https://www.kff.org/hivaids/issue-brief/medicare-and-people-with-hiv/
https://altarum.org/publications/march-2023-health-sector-economic-indicators-briefs
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/27/pandemic-health-labor-shortage-over?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGKwgnvclhj4hDiWzfXvcstX08k9KIOPLOjVOyg8lJDpAq19qRhBwyDmLWyZFyO4GTK7G2DpjVgFrKYg90s7sYgidaNO0AhyDc_z5J3dbAnYmD5
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/aha-medpac-report-hospital-finances-misleading-recommended-2024-pay-bump-totally
https://www.medpac.gov/document/march-2023-report-to-the-congress-medicare-payment-policy/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/approximately-half-us-hospitals-end-2022-negative-operating-margin
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/providers-want-cms-create-new-payment-methods-boost-primary-care?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGKwgnvc_AWLRNKxnL__XjhKtUFByxTi8PQfD3QOEPeuKuTEfGHi792GKNyhOIrl_Id5Spl_KFdrxg8m1QJwjaBvlKMTzGCeHXbDxz1DyLwsJVT
https://www.pcpcc.org/sites/default/files/news_files/PCC%20NAACOS%20Sign%20On%20Letter%203.22.23%20FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/hospital-groups-aim-blunt-effort-reverse-aca-ban-physician-owned-hospitals
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2023/03/2023-Fact-Sheet-20230323-with-Appendix-and-Charts-POH-vs-Non-POH-Only.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/03/24/hhs-announces-over-120-million-funding-opportunity-certified-community-behavioral-health-clinics-providing-mental-health-substance-use-disorder-care-across-country.html
https://www.aha.org/guidesreports/2023-03-27-comparison-medicare-beneficiary-characteristics-report
https://www.aha.org/press-releases/2023-03-27-new-study-reveals-hospital-outpatient-departments-treat-sicker-lower-income-patients-other-sites


o HOPDs treat more sick and low-income patients compared to other care sites,
highlighting the need for better reimbursement to maintain access for these
vulnerable populations.

● According to a national survey from Holon, the majority of healthcare workers experienced
burnout, citing issues with workforce shortages, increased administrative workloads, and
technology challenges.

● Researchers found that brain MRIs are more expensive in nonprofit, public, and rural
hospitals than in for-profit hospitals due to their offsetting the costs of other necessary but
less profitable services.

● A study in JAMA found that married female physicians with children are paid almost $3.1M
less than their male counterparts. It also found that female physicians generally make
21-24% less per hour.

● Walgreens Boots Alliance Inc., a drugstore chain and healthcare company, increased
revenue even as their quarterly profit decreased due to reduced demand for COVID-19
vaccines and tests.

○ Their primary care services at VillageMD and Summit Health grew by 30%, and
their home care services at CareCentrix grew by 25%.

VALUE-BASED CARE
● CMS announced it will extend the MA Value-Based Insurance Model through 2030 and

outlined changes to the model that will consider social determinants.
● CVS will close its acquisition of Signify Health for $8B later this week.
● Aledade announced it will provide CignaMA members with value-based care in Maryland,

Delaware, and D.C.
● An article in Behavioral Health Business explored how Optum and CVS Health’s attempts to

create a “payvider” model demonstrate how difficult it is to create value-based care models.
● According to Behavioral Health Business, value-based care models could help reduce costs for

eating disorder treatment and cultivate trust between providers and those seeking care.

HEALTH EQUITY & SDOH
● Influencers from the American Board of Family Medicine drafted a Health Affairs blog post

that analyzed how Medicare and Medicaid payments can integrate social risks, explaining
that insurers need the ability to include social needs in Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) calculations.

● BCBSA and the National Minority Quality Forum released an issue brief exploring four
potential changes the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) could make to improve data
collection standards for marginalized groups.

● The UnitedHealth Foundation donated $2M in a three-year grant partnership to improve
access to mental health services for BIPOC and LGBTQ+ Minnesota youth, connecting them
to support and improving SDOH services.

● A JAMA study found Black and Hispanic patients are less likely to be prescribed statins than
their white and Asian counterparts despite being at a higher risk of cardiovascular disease,
highlighting disparities in access to care.
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https://www.holonsolutions.com/survey-finds-majority-of-healthcare-workers-have-considered-leaving-their-roles-or-the-industry-altogether-in-the-past-year/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/nonprofit-public-and-rural-hospitals-are-charging-payers-more-mris-study-finds?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGKsp7UV5-NCmwiXA7BhSSsjJ0HsKQi7L2jp5Ruasn1oF6E-no-dAYFvncIimEH_-z28-KtumIw27DusRPOEumSU0rrXnSJy7F0yXshoxgbjUee
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2802875?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosvitals&stream=top
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/03/28/walgreens-wba-q2-earnings.html?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGKxzlKA6KFYbC6BmJJ0C7IHArhRlHmNBeU-p8VnEf386JCKFxyKDOYlqAp8lkmU5xqETtpF8D196ZqB65fByu87BRGEyCqCCrktjNcHFsHttfW
https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2023-03-23-cms-extend-medicare-advantage-value-based-model-through-2030
https://innovation.cms.gov/innovation-models/vbid
https://innovation.cms.gov/innovation-models/vbid
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/cvs-close-deal-buy-health-services-company-signify-health-8b
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2023/03/23/2632921/0/en/Aledade-Expands-Access-to-Value-Based-Care-for-More-Medicare-Advantage-Customers.html
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/aledade-offer-value-based-care-cigna-ma-members-3-states
https://bhbusiness.com/2023/03/27/why-optum-cvs-health-struggle-to-integrate-assets-into-a-pay-vider-model/
https://bhbusiness.com/2023/03/27/how-value-based-care-models-can-help-address-the-hidden-costs-of-eating-disorders/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/accounting-social-risks-medicare-and-medicaid-payments
https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/4-changes-to-omb-data-regulations-that-could-improve-health-equity
https://www.bcbs.com/press-releases/diverse-inclusive-data-leads-better-health-outcomes-and-healthier-communities
https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/unitedhealth-group-commits-2m-to-improve-health-equity-for-lgbtq-youth
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamacardiology/article-abstract/2802859
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/health-equity/black-hispanic-heart-patients-less-likely-to-be-given-statins.html


MEDICAID
● An issue brief from the Commonwealth Fund revealed uninsurance rates were nearly halved

in states that implemented Medicaid expansion and showed a reduction in coverage
disparities for minority residents.

● UPMC Health Plan’s Medicaid managed care plan is partnering with Fabric Health, a
community-based organization, to allow members to access healthcare support services like
SNAP at certain laundromats across Pennsylvania.

● A New York Times article explained that Mississippi, along with ten other states with
Republican-led legislatures, are not using federal funding to expand Medicaid access, thus
causing even more financial pressure on hospitals.

● An NEJM article outlined the Medicaid unwinding and predicted what will happen following
the end of the continuous Medicaid enrollment provision.

● The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMSHA), awarded 15
states $1M grants to boost funding for the implementation of Medicaid demonstration
programs for certified community behavioral health clinics (CCBHCs).

Virtual Health

FEDERAL NEWS
● Reps. Abigail Spanberger and Brian Fitzpatrick introduced the Connecting Students with

Mental Health Services Act, a bill authorizing funds to provide telehealth services for
elementary and high school students, expanding access to mental and behavioral health
care. More here.

● Rep. Doggett, ranking member of the House Ways & Means Committee Health
Subcommittee, introduced The Preventing Medicare Telefraud Act, that would establish
requirements for the provision of lab testing and durable medical equipment via telehealth.

NEW LAUNCHES AND PARTNERSHIPS
● Everly Health launched its new virtual care model that combines at-home lab testing and

telehealth visits to provide comprehensive, efficient, and more cost-effective care. More
here.

● Intermountain Primary Children’s Hospital released a telehealth initiative to connect
Intermountain providers to NICU providers in four locations. The partnership allows
clinicians to better monitor infants with neurological conditions. More here.

● Telehealth company Ontrak partnered withMyndYou to incorporate MyndYou’s MyEleanor
AI conversational platform to engage patients and coordinate care. More here.

● Philips launched its virtual care management portfolio to alleviate pressure on health
systems and providers and reduce emergency department visits. More here, here.

● Parsley, a virtual-first primary medical provider start-up, announced that it is in-network
with several health plans in California and New York.
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https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2023/mar/inequities-coverage-access-black-hispanic-adults
https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/medicaid-expansion-tied-to-higher-coverage-gains-fewer-disparities
https://www.upmchealthplan.com/pdf/ReleasePdf/2023_03_27.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/28/us/politics/mississippi-medicaid-hospitals.html?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGKxzlKA7RWQb2l-PpZvtTgLBJkgA5gnkd0fJDIOQVvqOLyOa85qouIVb8HIYWLplHwqsL-x0b4U9jrcxmRSVkU4BDJVLkTRa95S7iZynP_Yf4U
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2301021?query=featured_health-policy
https://bhbusiness.com/2023/03/21/samhsa-gives-1m-to-15-states-competing-for-spot-in-ccbhc-medicaid-demonstration/
https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/new-bill-aims-to-promote-school-based-telemental-health-services
https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/new-bill-aims-to-promote-school-based-telemental-health-services
https://spanberger.house.gov/posts/spanberger-fitzpatrick-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-address-rising-mental-health-challenges-among-children-adolescents-connect-students-with-professional-care
https://doggett.house.gov/media/press-releases/doggett-introduces-new-legislation-prevent-medicare-fraud
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/vive-2023-everly-health-builds-out-virtual-care-program-integrated-home-testing
https://hitconsultant.net/2023/03/27/everly-health-virtual-care-program/
https://hitconsultant.net/2023/03/27/everly-health-virtual-care-program/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/telehealth/how-intermountain-is-bringing-telehealth-to-the-nicu.html
https://www.abc4.com/news/local-news/primary-childrens-hospital-launches-new-neuro-nicu-telehealth-program-to-better-care-for-babies/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230328005387/en/Ontrak-Health-Will-Bring-MyndYou%E2%80%99s-AI-Powered-Active-Listening-Virtual-Care-Assistant-to-Its-Behavioral-Health-Members
https://www.benzinga.com/pressreleases/23/03/b31527070/ontrak-health-will-bring-myndyous-ai-powered-active-listening-virtual-care-assistant-to-its-behavi
https://www.philips.com/a-w/about/news/archive/standard/news/press/2023/20230327-philips-virtual-care-management-offers-a-comprehensive-approach-to-telehealth-for-patients-providers-and-payers.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2023/03/27/2634814/0/en/Philips-Virtual-Care-Management-offers-a-comprehensive-approach-to-telehealth-for-patients-providers-and-payers.html
https://healthexec.com/topics/patient-care/telehealth/philips-launches-new-virtual-care-management-services
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/parsley-health-inks-deals-california-new-york-insurers-now-network-10m-patients


OTHER TELEHEALTH NEWS
● Telehealth utilization declined by 76% in 2021, according to a new Fair Health report.
● According to a new study in JAMA Psychiatry, the expanded availability of opioid use

disorder-related telehealth services and medications during the COVID-19 pandemic
reduced fatal drug overdose among Medicare beneficiaries.

● The Atlantic published an article about how the pandemic changed the nature of interacting
with your doctor, particularly virtual communications.

● A survey from Panda Health found that 68% of hospital executives report having difficulty
navigating the digital health landscape resulting in fewer digital health solutions being
implemented.

● In a recent Healthcare IT article, the vice president of the Heart & Vascular Institute at
Geisinger emphasized how important virtual cardiac rehab models are to expand access to
care and address the heart disease crisis in the U.S.

● According to Chief Clinical Officer of Trinity Health, Dr. Syed Hussain, telehealth and
home-based services help the healthcare system retain its workforce, but further investment
in workforce growth and retainment is needed. More here.

● After the tornadoes in Mississippi, Teladoc stated it will provide virtual care, free of cost, to
residents who specifically need prescription refills for non-narcotic drugs. More here.
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https://hitconsultant.net/2023/03/29/telehealth-utilization-declined-76-nationally-from-2020-to-2021/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/2802946?guestAccessKey=c1447a53-113b-46d3-976c-bada3638c308&utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=032923
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/increased-use-telehealth-services-medications-opioid-use-disorder-during-covid-19-pandemic-associated-reduced-risk-fatal-overdose
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/increased-use-telehealth-services-medications-opioid-use-disorder-during-covid-19-pandemic-associated-reduced-risk-fatal-overdose
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2023/03/telehealth-bill-online-messages-phone-call/673564/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-independent-survey-reveals-hospitals-are-facing-extensive-challenges-in-choosing-digital-health-solutions-301780535.html
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/digital-health/68-percent-of-hospitals-execs-say-digital-health-market-is-challenging-to-navigate.html
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/geisinger-seeing-big-roi-virtual-cardiac-rehab
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/telehealth/how-telehealth-home-based-care-is-helping-trinity-health-supplement-its-workforce.html
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2023/03/27/connecticut-hospitals-face-record-financial-losses/
https://business.teladochealth.com/newsroom/press/release/Teladoc-Health-Is-Providing-Free-Virtual-Health-Care-Services-to-Mississippi-Residents-Impacted-by-Tornadoes/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/telehealth/teladoc-providing-free-virtual-care-to-mississippi-residents-affected-by-tornadoes.html

