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Digital Health

DIGITAL HEALTH INVESTMENTS
● Define Ventures, an early-stage venture capital firm that funded digital health companies

like Hims & Hers, Unite Us, and Cohere Health, closed two new funds totaling $460M to
invest in incubation, seed, series A and series B stage startups. More here.

● Patient Square Capital, a healthcare investment firm, committed $300M to form Elevage
Medical Technologies, a new strategic support company for growth-stage medtech
companies.

● At Fortune Brainstorm Health, an invitation-only conference, some investors maintained a
positive outlook on the future of healthcare venture capital, while others predicted less
capital available and a smaller number of firms in the coming decade.

● Kindbody, a tech-focused fertility care startup, received a $25M investment fromMorgan
Health.

● Uwill, a mental health and wellness solution for colleges, raised $30M in series A funding.
● Healthy.io, a smartphone-based kidney and wound testing company, raised $50M in series

D funding.
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https://definevc.com/
https://www.hcinnovationgroup.com/clinical-it/digital-health-innovation/news/53059363/define-ventures-raises-460m-for-digital-health-investments
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/define-ventures-announces-460-million-across-two-new-funds-to-fuel-digital-health-innovation-301799572.html
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/define-ventures-raises-460m-invest-early-stage-digital-health-startups
https://patientsquarecapital.com/patient-square-capital-announces-formation-of-elevage-medical-technologies-to-partner-with-growth-stage-medical-device-companies/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/finance/investors-debate-future-vc-healthcare-investing-fortune-brainstorm-event
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230501005088/en/Morgan-Health-Announces-25-Million-Investment-in-Kindbody-Expanding-Access-to-Fertility-and-Family-Building-Care
https://uwill.com/2023/05/uwill-secures-30-million-in-series-a-funding-from-education-growth-partners/
https://www.axios.com/pro/health-tech-deals/2023/05/03/healthyio-raises-50-m-series-d-smartphone-testing-kidney-disease-ckd-wounds


● Intrinsic, a retail health and personal care products company, raised $15M in equity funding
to acquire women’s consumer health brands and shift its focus exclusively to women’s
health.

● Practice Better, a practice management software company raised $27M in growth funding.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE NEWS
● Vice President Kamala Harris and the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy

are hosting a meeting today at the White House with developers of generative AI (Google,
Microsoft, OpenAI, Anthropic) to discuss a plan to keep generative AI products safe. More
here, here.

○ Other officials who will be at the meeting: Chief of Staff Jeff Zients, Dep. Chief of Staff
Bruce Reed, National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan, National Economic Council
director Lael Brainard, WH Counsel Stuart Delery, Domestic Policy Adviser Susan
Rice, Commerce Secretary Raimondo.

● Some stakeholders believe AI implementation will, or needs to, slow down:
○ Large language model and AI implementation within healthcare systems will slow

down over the next 6-12 months, according to Steven Lin, a physician and executive
director of the Stanford Healthcare AI Applied Research Team.

○ Geoffrey Hinton, the “godfather of AI,” and other AI experts spoke out against
rushing AI implementation because more regulations and safeguards to prevent AI
from being misused are needed.
o A recent NEJM article that was co-authored by Congressman Ted Lieu (D-CA) calls
on NIH and CMS to fund research and regulate AI.

● Others suggest the implementation of AI needs improvement:
○ Healthcare boards need to expand their oversight to include AI compliance,

according to Thomas F. O’Neil III, Managing Director at Berkley Research Group and
former Chief Compliance Officer at Cigna.

○ Healthcare systems need to adopt and scale AI efficiently by focusing on areas of
value that will continue to build confidence with AI, according to Sanjeev Sawai, Chief
Product and Technology Officer atmPulse Mobile.

● AI-based chatbot responses to patients' questions were longer, higher quality, and more
empathetic than responses from physicians, according to a study published in JAMA Internal
Medicine.

● Centene agreed to sell Apixio, its AI platform that analyzes structured and unstructured data
to develop patient health profiles, to New Mountain Capital, the latest divestiture by the
insurer as it refocuses on its core business.

● Eleos Health announced Eleos Outreach, a new platform to streamline the documentation
for case managers and community outreach providers by incorporating clink-to-text
functionality within EHRs.

● RAIsonance announced MyAdvocate, its new AI-powered app for long COVID tracking.
● Wearable devices may be able to identify a patient’s degree of resilience and well-being

through AI, according to researchers at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.
● A new study found that radiologists were prone to “automation bias” – an over-reliance on

automated decision support systems.
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/intrinsic-evolves-into-womens-health-centric-cpg-with-15-million-in-new-funding-301814277.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/practice-better-announces-27-million-growth-investment-to-transform-how-wellness-professionals-empower-their-clients-to-live-better-301807911.html
https://www.axios.com/2023/05/04/biden-ai-chatgpt-white-house
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/05/02/kamala-harris-to-hold-ai-meeting-with-google-microsoft-and-openai.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/05/02/kamala-harris-to-hold-ai-meeting-with-google-microsoft-and-openai.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2023/05/04/white-house-ai-ceos-meeting/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/digital-future-daily/2023/04/27/the-doctor-is-ai-00094252
https://www.axios.com/2023/05/02/ai-chatgpt-disasters-scenarios-harms-geoffrey-hinton
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.23.0063
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/fast-growing-need-oversight-ai-healthcare
https://hitconsultant.net/2023/04/27/healthcare-organizations-can-build-confidence-with-ai/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2804309
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/centene-corporation-signs-definitive-agreement-to-divest-apixio-to-new-mountain-capital-301814246.html
https://eleos.health/press-releases/strongeleos-advances-behavioral-health-ai-with-breakthrough-offering-for-field-providers-strong/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/ai-startup-raisonance-launch-long-covid-app-help-consumers-providers-track-recovery
https://academic.oup.com/jamiaopen/article/6/2/ooad029/7147662
https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/10.1148/radiol.222176
https://healthimaging.com/topics/artificial-intelligence/how-mindlessly-following-ai-guidance-impacts-radiologist-performance


ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE INVESTMENTS
● Odaia, an AI-powered life sciences predictive analytics and commercial insights provider,

raised $25M in series B funding.

Interoperability & Health IT

FEDERAL NEWS
● CMS initiated its Annual Call for Measures for the Medicare Promoting Interoperability

Program, requesting stakeholders submit proposed measures about patient access and
reducing administrative burden, among other things, by July 1, 2023.

INDUSTRY NEWS
● Amazon abandoned its Halo health and fitness devices business line due to “significant

headwinds” despite recently developing an AI-supported monitor of fitness progress.
● Athenahealth, a developer of cloud-based practice management and EHR systems,

launched a chronic care management platform.
● The legal battle between Apple andMasimo ended in a mistrial. Masimo accused the tech

company of poaching key executives and misusing confidential information for a
blood-oxygen sensor in its Apple Watch.

● Cue Health, an at-home diagnostics and telehealth company, plans to lay off 30% of its
workforce.

● Komodo Health, a healthcare data company focused on patient encounters, released
MapEnhance – a new feature for its platform that will include data from precision molecular
diagnostics, high-volume standard lab diagnostics, EMRs, and inpatient and outpatient
facility chargemasters.

PUBLIC HEALTH DATA
● The CDC announced the release of its strategic plan (fact sheet here) to address gaps in

public health data at around the same time it said it will stop tracking the spread of
COVID-19 at the community level on May 11, 2023.

○ Since February 2022, the CDC published its Covid-19 by County color-coded system
to indicate the level of viral spread based on hospitalizations and case numbers in
that area.

○ The New York Times explained that the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Research Center
would no longer be collecting data and that this represents a “dangerous turn for
public health.”

DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY
● Many mental health apps – like Talkspace, BetterHelp, and Calm – are not protecting

consumers’ privacy and security, according to aMozilla investigation.
● Amazon’s Clinic requires patients to waive HIPAA protections to participate, giving Amazon

access to patient files -- according to a Washington Post analysis.
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https://www.odaia.ai/post/odaia-raises-25-million-in-series-b-funding-to-advance-its-ai-driven-commercial-insights-software-for-pharma
https://www.odaia.ai/post/odaia-raises-25-million-in-series-b-funding-to-advance-its-ai-driven-commercial-insights-software-for-pharma
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/call-measures-fact-sheet-2023.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/04/26/amazon-halo-fitness-wearable-dead-in-latest-cost-cutting-move.html?mc_cid=a0e1f421bf&mc_eid=40c99ac375
https://www.theverge.com/2023/5/1/23704825/amazon-halo-canceled-features-ai-training-apple-watch
https://www.axios.com/pro/health-tech-deals/2023/04/24/athenahealth-offering-chronic-care-management
https://www.axios.com/pro/health-tech-deals/2023/04/24/athenahealth-offering-chronic-care-management
https://fortune.com/2023/05/01/apple-watch-trade-secret-trial-massimo/
https://www.fiercebiotech.com/medtech/apple-masimo-court-case-over-smartwatch-trade-secrets-ends-hung-jury
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1628945/000162894523000085/hlth-20230428.htm
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/komodo-health-unveils-mapenhance-and-third-party-data-partners
https://www.cdc.gov/ophdst/public-health-data-strategy/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ophdst/public-health-data-strategy/Public_Health_Data_Strategy-final-P.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/ophdst/public-health-data-strategy/20230411_PublicHealthDataStrategy.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2023/04/28/health/cdc-covid-community-levels/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/30/opinion/pandemic-virus-response.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/privacynotincluded/articles/top-mental-health-and-prayer-apps-fail-spectacularly-at-privacy-security/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2023/05/01/amazon-clinic-hipaa-privacy/
https://iapp.org/news/a/analysis-amazon-clinic-requires-patients-to-waive-hipaa-protections-in-exchange-for-care/


● The FDA warned healthcare providers and the laboratory personnel that Illumina’s DNA
sequencing instruments have a vulnerability that could allow unauthorized users to control
the devices and alter genomic data results.

● Almost 4 in 5 healthcare data breaches in 2022 were due to hackers, according to a report
from Fortified Health.

● The Health Sector Cybersecurity and Coordination Center published a threat brief detailing
how two ransomware groups are using known vulnerabilities for new attacks.

Payers & Providers

HEALTHCARE TRANSPARENCY
● CMS issued updates to its enforcement processes for the Hospital Price Transparency Rule.

The agency will no longer send a warning notice to hospitals that have not made any attempt
to satisfy requirements and will immediately request the hospital submit a corrective action
plan and impose a civil monetary penalty for those that fail to do so within the 45-day
submission deadline.

● CMS proposed two new rules related to Medicaid and CHIP that would require transparency
of fee-for-service provider payment rates. More on the broader focus of the proposed rules
in the Medicaid section.

● CMS released the Quality Rating Information Bulletin to announce guidance for the public
display of quality rating information by all Exchanges for the 2024 plan year.

PAYERS
● For the first time in history, Medicare Advantage enrollment exceeded traditional Medicare,

according to a Kaiser Family Foundation analysis.
○ The average deductible for Medicare Advantage plans decreased to $103 in 2023

from $121 in 2022. Most enrollees selected plans without a monthly premium
according to EHealthInsurance’s sixth annual Medicare Index Report.

● The U.S. Department of Justice requested a stay of a federal court’s ruling that would block
the ACA’s mandate of no-cost preventive care so that it will not go into effect while the case
is being reviewed on appeal.

● Medicare and the VA’s community care programs could have saved $128 million over 5 years
if they had implemented controls to address duplicate payments, according to an HHS OIG
audit.

● Joe Grogan, former director of President Trump’s Domestic Policy Council, advocated for
abandoning the “Coverage with Evidence Development” program, suggesting it has had the
opposite effect of the intent and is being used by CMS to “check” on the FDA.

● A research economist who works on contracts with CMS to implement and evaluate
alternative payment models suggested that evidence linking alternative payment models
and provider consolidation is thin.

● UnitedHealthcare (UHC) was (reportedly) ordered to pay $91M in damages to Envision
Healthcare, a massive multispecialty group that employs 17,000 physicians in emergency
and hospitalist medicine, anesthesiology, neonatology, and radiology. The Financial Times
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https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/illumina-cybersecurity-vulnerability-affecting-universal-copy-service-software-may-present-risks?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://securityintelligence.com/news/hacking-caused-80-of-2022-healthcare-data-breaches/
https://fortifiedhealthsecurity.com/healthcare-cybersecurity-report-annual-horizon-reports/
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cl0p-lockbit-new-data-breaches-sector-alert.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/hospital-price-transparency-enforcement-updates
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/summary-medicaid-and-chip-payment-related-provisions-ensuring-access-medicaid-services-cms-2442-p
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/py2024-qrs-display-bulletin.pdf
https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/half-of-all-eligible-medicare-beneficiaries-are-now-enrolled-in-private-medicare-advantage-plans/
https://news.ehealthinsurance.com/_ir/68/20233/Medicare_AEP_Index_Report_2023.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/biden-admin-seeks-pause-order-blocking-obamacare-preventive-care-mandate-2023-04-28/
https://medcitynews.com/2023/04/medicare-vha-made-128m-in-duplicate-payments-oig-report-shows/
https://oig.hhs.gov/oas/reports/region9/92203004.asp
https://oig.hhs.gov/oas/reports/region9/92203004.asp
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/medicare-s-coverage-evidence-development-policy-barrier-patient-access-and-innovation
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/have-alternative-payment-models-led-provider-consolidation
https://www.ft.com/content/6263861f-b054-4c77-8240-64d13348d771
https://www.envisionhealth.com/
https://www.envisionhealth.com/


reported on a redacted ruling that it obtained, wherein arbitrators determined that UHC
breached its contract by unilaterally reducing reimbursement rates.

● Bright Health, a health insurance startup, is exploring the sale of its remaining health
insurance business with plans to shift its focus to delivering care.

● CVS, Cigna, Elevance, and UnitedHealth Group CEOs earned over $20 million in total
compensation, according to a Fierce Healthcare special report on 2022 CEO compensation.

● Firearm deaths in the U.S. are nearly five times higher than in France, the nation with the
second highest rate. Firearm-related injuries generate over $1 billion in initial medical costs,
according to a Commonwealth Fund study.

PROVIDERS
● HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra announced two investigations of hospitals that violated

EMTALA because of refusals to perform abortions.
● Lawmakers introduced a bill in the U.S. House of Representatives that would give the FTC

authority to investigate nonprofit hospitals for anti-competitive behavior.
○ The FTC admitted in its proposed rule on non-compete clauses that it may not be

able to enforce a ban on non-competes against non-profit hospitals.
● This week, the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance will hold a hearing on how inaccurate or

out-of-date provider directories impact access to mental health care.
● After the FTC and DOJ declined to act during the regulatory waiting period, CVS Health

announced it completed its $10.6B purchase of primary care provider Oak Street Health.
Oak Street Health operates more than 170 primary care clinics in 21 states and plans to
expand to 300 by 2026.

● Nearly one-third of nurses nationwide will leave nursing for another career as a result of the
pandemic, according to an AMN Healthcare survey of registered nurses.

● Nursing shortages are easing for some hospitals as the decreasing pay from lucrative
temporary positions is leading to nurses coming back to hospital positions.

● Nonprofit hospitals that compensate their board members offer less charity care than those
which do not.

PAYERS AND PROVIDERS (M&A)
● Last week’s Kaiser Permanente’s announcement of its intention to acquire Geisinger –

which would be one of the biggest mergers in recent hospital M&A history – surprised
everyone. Multiple news outlets questioned whether state and federal antitrust enforcers
would approve the deal (more here, here, here, and here).

● Intermountain Health signed a collaborative agreement with Surgery Partners, one of the
country’s largest ambulatory surgical center (ASC) chains, to manage its existing ASCs and
develop ASCs in other markets.

○ Similarly, OhioHealth and Surgery Partners partnered to create a company that will
grow ASC joint ventures in Ohio.

● American Healthcare Systems acquired Vista Medical Center East from Quorum Health.
● CommonSpirit acquired Steward Health Care’s Utah care sites, including five hospitals and

over 35 medical group clinics.
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https://radiologybusiness.com/topics/healthcare-management/healthcare-economics/radiology-envision-healthcare-91m-judgment-unitedhealthcare
https://www.businessinsider.com/bright-health-exploring-sale-of-california-medicare-advantage-business-2023-4
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/special-reports/heres-what-ceos-major-national-payers-earned-last-year
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/2023/apr/health-costs-gun-violence-how-us-compares-other-countries
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/05/01/hhs-secretary-xavier-becerra-statement-on-emtala-enforcement.html
https://spartz.house.gov/media/press-releases/spartz-re-introduces-legislation-combat-hospital-monopolies
https://www.ftc.gov/legal-library/browse/federal-register-notices/non-compete-clause-rulemaking
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/barriers-to-mental-health-care-improving-provider-directory-accuracy-to-reduce-the-prevalence-of-ghost-networks
https://www.cvshealth.com/news/company-news/cvs-health-completes-acquisition-of-oak-street-health.html
https://www.cvshealth.com/news/company-news/cvs-health-completes-acquisition-of-oak-street-health.html
https://www.axios.com/2023/05/01/nursing-shortages-survey-amn-hospitals
https://www.amnhealthcare.com/siteassets/amn-insights/surveys/amn-rnsurvey-2023-final.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/nurses-flock-back-to-hospitals-after-leaving-in-the-pandemic-4f94b591
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2022.00620
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/26/health/kaiser-permanente-geisinger.html
https://www.statnews.com/2023/04/26/kaiser-permanente-geisinger-merger/
https://medcitynews.com/2023/04/kaiser-permanente-acquire-geisinger-hospital-merger/
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/kaiser-permanente-acquire-geisinger-form-risant-health/648710/
https://www.chiefhealthcareexecutive.com/view/the-kaiser-permanente-geisinger-deal-questions-and-answers
https://www.globenewswire.com/en/news-release/2023/04/28/2657738/0/en/Intermountain-Health-and-Surgery-Partners-to-Collaborate-on-Ambulatory-Surgery-Center-Strategy.html
https://newsroom.ohiohealth.com/ohiohealth-and-surgery-partners-announce-state-wide-partnership-for-ambulatory-surgical-care/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/hospital-transactions-and-valuation/quorum-to-sell-illinois-hospital-2.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2023/05/01/2658541/0/en/CommonSpirit-Health-Welcomes-Utah-to-Its-Connected-Ecosystem-of-Hospitals-and-Clinics.html


● BCBS of Vermont partnered with BCBS of Michigan to secure access to better technology
and other innovations.

● LHC Group, which was recently acquired by UnitedHealth Group, purchased Summit
Home Care – a Delaware-based home health company.

VALUE-BASED CARE
● The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI) released two updates:

○ The Medicare Diabetes Prevention Program (MDPP) Expanded model includes new
virtual delivery flexibilities for suppliers – continuing to allow MDPP suppliers the
option to deliver services virtually through December 31, 2023, rather than ending
on May 11, 2023.

○ The Million Hearts: Cardiovascular Disease (CVD) Risk Reduction Model released six
case studies highlighting model participant successes.

● The use of value-based contracting for specialty drugs is rare because of barriers when
rolling out these models – with only 12% of survey respondents using VBC models for these
therapies, as reported in the Pharmaceutical Strategies Group annual report.

HEALTH EQUITY & SDOH
● An Urban Institute study found that 1 in 5 U.S. adults without access to public or private

transportation did not obtain needed medical care last year.
● The National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) launched the Race and Ethnicity

Stratification Learning Network, a free online tool that helps health plans improve how they
collect race and ethnicity data (more here).

● A GoodRx report revealed that approximately 1 in 3 Black Americans live in cardiology
deserts – counties with little or no access to heart specialists.

MEDICAID
● CMS proposed two new rules that would establish national access standards for

Medicaid-managed care plans, increase the transparency of Medicaid payment rates, and set
accountability standards and improvements for home- and community-based services
(HCBS) provided through Medicaid and CHIP.

● HHS released an analysis that found that 21M individuals might lose Medicaid coverage if
Medicaid work requirements were implemented and identified other potential implications
of a Medicaid work requirement.

○ The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released a report estimating nearly 600,000
individuals would lose Medicaid coverage if Medicaid work requirements were
included in the House Republicans’ debt ceiling bill.

● The Governmental Accountability Office (GAO) appointed six new members to the Medicaid
and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) and named the Commission’s Vice
Chair.

● The Kaiser Family Foundation released three reports about Medicaid this week:
○ An analysis examining the impact of state Medicaid disenrollment rates found that

8M to 24M individuals could lose Medicaid coverage during states’ Medicaid
disenrollment period, with up to 7M children losing coverage.
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/blue-cross-blue-shield-of-michigan-and-blue-cross-and-blue-shield-of-vermont-pursue-affiliation-301812156.html#:~:text=DETROIT%2C%20May%201%2C%202023%20%2F,work%20together%20across%20both%20companies.
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/ma-healthcare-advisors-maha-exclusively-represents-summit-home-care-in-their-sale-to-lhc-group-inc-301800902.html
https://innovation.cms.gov/innovation-models/medicare-diabetes-prevention-program
https://innovation.cms.gov/innovation-models/million-hearts-cvdrrm
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/survey-why-value-based-contracting-specialty-drugs-remains-rare
https://www.psgconsults.com/2023specialtybdr-webinar
https://www.rwjf.org/en/insights/our-research/2023/04/more-than-one-in-five-adults-with-limited-public-transit-access-forgo-healthcare-because-of-transportation-barriers.html
https://www.ncqa.org/news/ncqa-launches-race-and-ethnicity-stratification-learning-network-to-advance-health-equity/
https://res.ncqa.org/
https://res.ncqa.org/
https://www.healthleadersmedia.com/payer/new-ncqa-race-and-ethnicity-network-one-many-efforts-improve-health-equity-data
https://www.goodrx.com/healthcare-access/research/black-americans-cardiology-deserts
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-proposes-new-standards-help-ensure-access-quality-health-care-medicaid
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/25/new-hhs-analysis-congressional-republicans-medicaid-red-tape-would-jeopardize-health-coverage-access-care-21-million-americans-if-implemented.html
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2023-04/59109-Pallone.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/press-release/gao-makes-macpac-appointments%2C-designates-vice-chair-0?utm_campaign=usgao_email&utm_content=daybook&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/how-many-people-might-lose-medicaid-when-states-unwind-continuous-enrollment/


○ A report about Medicaid unwinding, with nine key metrics that support continued
coverage for eligible Medicaid enrollees.

○ An analysis of how state Medicaid programs use coverage arrangements to
coordinate Medicaid and Medicare for dual-eligible individuals.

Virtual Health

FEDERAL NEWS
● After receiving more than 38,000 comments on its controversial proposed rule, the DEA

asked the White House for more time to finalize rules that would reinstate strict limits on
prescribing certain drugs like Adderall and opioid use disorder treatments via telehealth.

● HHS’ OIG released a toolkit to assist public and private health plans with evaluating
telehealth program integrity.

● The HHS Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) is recruiting telehealth-enabled
providers for its cancer diagnostic quality improvement program.

NEW LAUNCHES AND PARTNERSHIPS
● Patient Square Capital, a healthcare innovation company, invested $300M in Elevage

Medical Technologies. Elevage Medical Technologies, a newly created portfolio company of
investment firm Patient Square Capital, is actively seeking to spend $300M on early-stage
medical device companies.

● eVisit, a virtual care company, acquired Bluestream Health’s digital tools to help hospitals
restructure how they do virtual care workflows.

OTHER TELEHEALTH NEWS
● Teladoc lost $69.2M in the first quarter of 2023 despite its first-quarter revenue of $629M.
● According to a study published in Health Affairs, nearly 60% of physicians noted that

video-based telehealth quality was lower than in-person care. Nearly 33% of patients noted
that telehealth visits were lower in quality than in-person visits.

● At-home diagnostics and telehealth company Cue Health laid off 30% of its workforce, even
after conducting a round of layoffs this past January. Filing report here.

● A study by the JAMA Network found that patients preferred AI chatbot responses over
physician responses as they were higher quality and more empathetic.

● Virtual and in-person primary and urgent care company Carbon Health will no longer be
reimbursable by Anthem Blue Cross as an in-network provider. Even when filing claims as
an out-of-network provider, Anthem has refused reimbursement. More here.

● A study by the Jama Network found that patients preferred AI chatbot responses over
physician responses as they were higher quality and more empathetic.
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