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e Aledade, a network of independent primary care practices and platform that helps doctors
transition to value-based models, raised $260 million in Series F funding.
o The company also announced that it added two new members of its Board of

Directors, one of whom is
National Coordinator of Health IT.

David Blumental, who the Aledade CEO succeeded as

e SVB Financial Group announced its intentions to sell SVB Securities, its health- and
tech-focused investment banking division, to a group led by Jeff Leerink backed by funds
managed by the Baupost Group.

e DexCare, a digital patient booking platform, raised $75 million in Series C funding.

e Octave, an outcome-focused behavioral healthcare provider, raised $52 million in Series C

funding.

e EvolvedMD, a provider of primary care collaborative care management services, raised $14
million in Series A Prime funding to build its clinical team.



https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/aledade-clinches-260m-fuel-tech-ma-expand-services-primary-care-practices
https://resources.aledade.com/blogs/dr-david-blumenthal-why-i-joined-aledades-board
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/svb-financial-group-enters-definitive-150600848.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pro_deals_healthtech_subs&stream=top'
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230621849802/en/
https://blog.findoctave.com/blog/octave-raises-52m-in-series-c-funding-to-expand-in-network-mental-health
https://www.evolvedmd.com/resources/evolvedmd-raises-14m-series-a-prime-funding-to-further-integrate-behavioral-health-support-into-primary-care

e Caraway, a virtual care provider offering mental, physical, and reproductive health services,
raised $16.75 million in series A funding to expand its offerings to six additional states.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE NEWS

e U.S. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer unveiled a new process for gathering
suggestions on how best to regulate Al from industry and consumer advocates. He outlined
a new innovation framework called S.A.F.E. (security, accountability, foundations and explain)
that will be used to regulate Al. More here, here, and here.

o Abipartisan group of House representatives introduced a bill to establish an
independent national commission to make recommendations about how to regulate
Al

e Bloomberg Law offered an analysis of how the FDA may approach regulating generative Al
tools like ChatGPT.

e The GAO released a report on generative Al systems (e.g., ChatGTP or Bard), acknowledging
the opportunities for increased productivity but warning about the lack of oversight and
security.

e The American Medical Association voted to adopt a policy calling for increased regulation of
insurers’ use of Al in reviewing patient claims and prior authorization requests.

e CBInsights released its annual list of the 100 most promising private Al companies, including
8 healthcare companies.

e McKinsey released recommendations in a new report on how organizations can execute
digital and Al transformations to be more competitive.

e Generative Al model ChatGPT-4 excelled at differential diagnostics, with the Al model
accurately agreeing with the final diagnosis in 39% of cases, according to a study led by
Harvard researchers.

e Dandelion Health announced the launch of its new service next month that will evaluate Al
products on independent data to grade efficacy and expose weaknesses of new Al tools.

¢ Mount Sinai launched a new digital mobile app tool that features virtual care scheduling, an
Al-enabled symptom checker, and a virtual assistant to answer patient questions.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE INVESTMENTS

e Outbound Al, a healthcare billing and claims automation startup, raised $16 million.

e New York-based company Duos, which contracts with MA plans to direct seniors and
caregivers to existing, unused benefits with an Al-powered navigation engine, raised $10M.
Duos also refers people to social services like transportation, food delivery and home
cleaning.

e Centene completed the sale of its Al platform Apixio to New Mountain Capital, a venture
capital firm, for an undisclosed amount.

e Altis Labs, an Al-powered computational imaging company, raised $6 million in seed
funding to enhance its Al-powered imaging biomarker platform across solid tumor types.
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/caraway-secures-series-a-funding-to-fundamentally-change-how-gen-z-experiences-healthcare-301855713.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/caraway-secures-series-a-funding-to-fundamentally-change-how-gen-z-experiences-healthcare-301855713.html
https://www.csis.org/events/sen-chuck-schumer-launches-safe-innovation-ai-age-csis
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2023/06/21/ai-regulation-us-senate-chuck-schumer/
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/06/21/schumer-launches-new-phase-in-push-for-ai-bill-00102871
https://thehill.com/policy/technology/4060216-schumer-says-lawmakers-starting-from-scratch-on-ai-regulation/
https://buck.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/buck-colleagues-introduce-bipartisan-bill-create-national-commission
https://files.constantcontact.com/60ec52f3801/6ce5dea5-798e-44a5-9997-91e2402d785a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/60ec52f3801/6ce5dea5-798e-44a5-9997-91e2402d785a.pdf
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/tech-and-telecom-law/chatgpt-poses-new-regulatory-questions-for-fda-medical-industry
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-106782
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/ama-adopts-policy-calling-more-oversight-ai-prior-authorization
https://www.cbinsights.com/research/artificial-intelligence-top-startups-2023/
https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/mckinsey-digital/our-insights/rewired-to-outcompete
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2806457
https://dandelionhealth.ai/
https://www.statnews.com/2023/06/21/ai-dandelion-health-algorithms-hospitals/?utm_campaign=morning_rounds&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=263283200&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9uCdg5G5jk70OTPFyENdzhXXGRYqi-xCr7WDYFNpKImo7KNzkJEIZJql3DLUwbdIdoi99JuPRKRF01mwA6_WQjSOw2vw&utm_content=263283200&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.mountsinai.org/about/newsroom/2023/mount-sinai-patients-receive-greater-and-faster-access-to-care-with-new-expanded-digital-tools
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230621899539/en/Health-Tech-Startup-Outbound-AI-Completes-16M-Raise-to-Accelerate-Growth-of-AI-Agents-Performing-Administrative-Tasks
https://www.axios.com/pro/health-tech-deals/2023/06/22/duos-raises-10m-medicare-advantage-health-benefits
https://investors.centene.com/2023-06-13-CENTENE-CORPORATION-COMPLETES-DIVESTITURE-OF-APIXIO
https://www.axios.com/pro/health-tech-deals/2023/06/21/macro-trials-altis-labs-raise-6m-seed-funding-clinical-trials

Interoperability & Health IT

FEDERAL NEWS

Politico is reporting that more than 230 representatives and 61 senators are calling on CMS
to add several provisions to its proposed electronic prior authorization rule, including
“real-time” prior authorization for routine matters, a 24-hour deadline for MA plans to
respond to prior authorization requests.

o CMS plans to publish its final rule by December 2025, according to the report.
The National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics, a public advisory board to HHS,
declined to recommend an update to Medicare forms that would add medical device
identifier codes to claims, continuing reimbursement and safety challenges associated with
medical devices.
ONC formed a pharmacy IT task force of health system and EHR executives to improve
pharmacy interoperability, support emerging medicine and therapeutics, and boost
direct-to-consumer pharmacy services.
ONC's Leading Edge Acceleration Projects (LEAP) funded a project leveraging FHIR to simplify
the collection and population of clinical data registries. The purposes of the project is to
increase participation in clinical registries to improve care decisions.
U.S. Senators Peter Welch and Elizabeth Warren sent a |etter to Amazon CEO Andy Jassy
regarding Amazon Clinic's access to “complete” consumer health information and the
transparent use of the collected data.

o The FTC sued Amazon for allegedly enrolling customers in Amazon Prime without

their consent.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Dr. Don Rucker, former National Coordinator for Health IT, explained where he sees TEFCA
heading and his current concerns about the framework.

NYHealth and OpenNotes announced the recipients of an $800,000 grant package to help
primary care practices and FQHCs comply with requirements for patient access to clinical
notes under the 21* Century Cures Act.

Oracle laid off “hundreds” of Cerner employees following the new deal between the EHR
vendor and the VA.

Datavant, a health tech company building a data platform to expedite clinical research,
registered to lobby the federal government on health data-related issues.

Palantir, developer of data-driven intelligence applications for government and commercial
use cases, partnered with Cleveland Clinic and Tampa General Hospital to develop software
for hospital efficiency.

Illumina Ventures, a genomics and precision health venture firm, launched Illumina
Ventures Labs - an accelerator program providing start-ups in target areas with technical
guidance and acess to next-generation sequencing platforms.
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https://www.politico.com/newsletters/future-pulse/2023/06/21/congress-prior-authorization-power-play-00102828
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-proposes-rule-expand-access-health-information-and-improve-prior-authorization-process
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/lawmakers-want-cms-prior-authorization-proposal-to-go-further.html
https://www.statnews.com/2023/06/14/medical-device-identifier-code-recall-medicare/?utm_campaign=health_care_inc&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=263065319&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6QyqA8FzsrpFQno_wtTAmiB_K4tyCVLrEMNmdx2TMmu5KtoKUe2YndFNuYt-OF9zyK54MI-0q5cRkXP2F-JREtYSKKgekH0SKCeViWzpYVRyxOFg&utm_content=263065319&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.statnews.com/2023/06/14/medical-device-identifier-code-recall-medicare/?utm_campaign=health_care_inc&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=263065319&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6QyqA8FzsrpFQno_wtTAmiB_K4tyCVLrEMNmdx2TMmu5KtoKUe2YndFNuYt-OF9zyK54MI-0q5cRkXP2F-JREtYSKKgekH0SKCeViWzpYVRyxOFg&utm_content=263065319&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.healthit.gov/hitac/committees/pharmacy-interoperability-and-emerging-therapeutics-task-force-2023
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/onc-project-taps-fhir-to-extract-over-40-of-clinical-data-registry
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/future-pulse
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000188-c47d-d76c-a5ea-cdfddf210000
https://www.theverge.com/2023/6/21/23768372/ftc-amazon-lawsuit-prime-dark-patterns-subscriptions
https://www.axios.com/2023/06/21/ftc-lawsuit-amazon-prime
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/former-onc-chief-tefca-and-dynamite-fhir-part-2
https://patientengagementhit.com/news/800k-in-grants-to-help-clinics-with-patient-access-to-clinical-notes
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/oracle-reportedly-lays-off-hundreds-of-cerner-healthcare-employees
https://lda.senate.gov/filings/public/filing/9a42ec63-d8ae-49fb-affa-a209894e6121/print/?utm_campaign=health_tech&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=263187586&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--OpqNQm9u056Flfcd7mh4yHXljBlvQ726x_Z1K5E485s7CoA5oE-LtUTKrJCXgTAXMVNC_L3Kg5APHT0RXYG7AFIl-Yw&utm_content=263187586&utm_source=hs_email
https://lda.senate.gov/filings/public/filing/9a42ec63-d8ae-49fb-affa-a209894e6121/print/?utm_campaign=health_tech&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=263187586&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--OpqNQm9u056Flfcd7mh4yHXljBlvQ726x_Z1K5E485s7CoA5oE-LtUTKrJCXgTAXMVNC_L3Kg5APHT0RXYG7AFIl-Yw&utm_content=263187586&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/06/17/palantir-hospital-operations-platform-accounts-for-10percent-of-revenue.html
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230620910730/en/Illumina-Ventures-to-Launch-Illumina%C2%AE-Ventures-Labs

PUBLIC HEALTH DATA

The U.S. needs a new strategy for funding community health and resilience in states along
the Gulf of Mexico, according to a report from the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine. Their recommendations include a national effort to correct gaps
in regional data to help address local problems.

ChatGPT provides evidence-based responses to public health questions but fails to direct
users to resources, according to a recent study.

DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY

In response to the proposed rule on strengthening HIPAA protections of reproductive
privacy rights, a coalition of 24 state attorneys general submitted a formal comment letter to
HHS in support.
The FTC charged genetic testing firm 1Health.io with failing to adequately secure users
sensitive genetic and health data and deceiving consumers through its privacy policies.

o As part of the proposed settlement, the genetic testing company will have to pay the

FTC $75K and agree to strengthen its protections for genetic information.
o The FTC also published a blog post about its complaint and offered advice for how
other genetic testing companies can keep information secure.

HHS fined Washington-based Yakima Valley Memorial Hospital $240,000 for permitting 23
security guards to review the medical records of 419 patients without authorization. More
here.
A new KFF issue brief explores how federal waivers during the pandemic expanded the use
of mental health apps and existing privacy protections offered by HIPAA, the FTC, and a new
congressional proposal.
The GAO detailed inconsistencies across the government based on how different agencies
track, investigate, and prosecute cybercrimes. The report recommended a common system
for measuring the extent and impact of cybercrime, agreeing on a definition of cybercrime,
and coordinating among law enforcement agencies.
The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, among other agencies, issued a
Cybersecurity Advisory against LockBit ransomware threats, emphasizing the urgency of
employing robust cybersecurity measures to mitigate the risk of ransomware and safeguard
critical healthcare systems and data.
HHS issued a cybersecurity alert about the new ransomware-as-a-service
TimiSoaraHackerTeam (THT), which recently targeted a cancer center's secure data.

’

Payers & Providers

HEALTHCARE TRANSPARENCY

CMS launched its consumer-advocacy No Surprises Act website, which outlines patients’
rights regarding surprise medical bills and connects consumers to the agency's No Surprises
hotline.
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https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/2023/0/u-s-needs-new-federal-strategy-for-funding-community-health-and-resilience-in-gulf-states-better-data-on-local-needs-says-new-report
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/27057/advancing-health-and-resilience-in-the-gulf-of-mexico-region
https://healthitanalytics.com/news/chatgpt-provides-evidence-based-answers-to-public-health-questions
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2805756
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-co-leads-coalition-24-states-support-stronger-federal
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/letters/hipaa-privacy-rule-comment-letter.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/06/ftc-says-genetic-testing-company-1health-failed-protect-privacy-security-dna-data-unfairly-changed
https://www.ftc.gov/business-guidance/blog/2023/06/privacy-security-genetic-information-putting-dna-companies-test
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/06/15/snooping-medical-records-by-hospital-security-guards-leads-240-000-hipaa-settlement.html
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/no-snooping-nor-snitching-are-the-key-1272004/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/no-snooping-nor-snitching-are-the-key-1272004/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/rise-in-use-of-mental-health-apps-raises-new-policy-issues/
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-106080
https://www.cisa.gov/news-events/cybersecurity-advisories/aa23-165a
https://www.cisa.gov/news-events/cybersecurity-advisories/aa23-165a
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2023/06/aspr-healthcare-and-public-health-sector-cybersecurity-notification-tlp-clear-6-16-2023.pdf
https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2023-06-20-hhs-alerts-health-sector-new-ransomware-threat
https://www.cms.gov/medical-bill-rights

PAYERS

For the first time, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force recommended that all adults under
the age of 64 should be screened regularly for anxiety disorders.

The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the Justice Department's decision to dismiss a whistleblower
lawsuit alleging a UnitedHealth Group subsidiary (Optum360) charged Medicare inpatient
rates for outpatient services. More here.

In line with UnitedHealthcare’s warning last week about rising medical costs for payers,
Humana expects its benefit-expense ratio will exceed initial 2023 estimates due to the
significant utilization of outpatient services and high enroliment in its MA program.

CVS Health and former Express Scripts CEO Amy Bricker appealed a judge's preliminary
injunction barring Bricker from an executive vice president role with CVS Health. The appeal
alleges her noncompete clause from Cigna is overly broad and anticompetitive.

Novo Nordisk hired a law and lobbying firm to help convince federal policymakers to cover
its GLP-1 weight-loss drugs Ozempic and Wegovy under Medicare.

Regardless of health insurance type, 81% of insured adults rated their health plan as
“excellent” or “good,” however, members with poor health were more likely to negatively rate
their insurance.

PROVIDERS

The AHA is lobbying against site-neutral payment reform as suggested by MedPAC. See here.
The AMA House of Delegates voted on several items last week, including a recommendation
to support the movement to remove noncompete clauses in physician contracts to allow
physicians to work for multiple hospitals, and to move away from the body mass index (BMI)
as a way to assess health and weight.

According to the Commonwealth Fund's Scorecard on State Health System Performance,
suicides and drug overdoses contributed to historically high preventable deaths from 2019
to 2021.

Human Rights Watch scrutinized nonprofit hospitals in the U.S. for causing millions of
American patients to accumulate debt, calling for stronger government intervention to
protect patients’ rights and regulate billing and debt collection practices.

o The AHA pushed back in a statement, claiming the report does not understand
nonprofit hospital status and failed to acknowledge the role of inadequate coverage
in accruing medical debt.

Amid a five-day nursing strike, Oregon-based Providence health system is limiting some of
its non-emergency services.

SEIU, the largest U.S. healthcare worker union, accused HCA of inappropriately transferring
patients to hospice centers, thus artificially reducing mortality rates and boosting executive
compensation. Medicare analysis found that HCA's transfer rates to hospice centers are
more than 40% above the national average, and rising, while the health system’s mortality
rates remain well below average.

Providers will likely face continued supply chain disruptions as device and drug
manufacturers face staffing shortages and discontinue unprofitable products.
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https://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf/recommendation/anxiety-adults-screening?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosvitals&stream=top
https://www.axios.com/2023/06/20/anxiety-screenings-task-force-recommendation
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/22pdf/21-1052_fd9g.pdf
https://katten.com/united-states-ex-rel-polansky-v-executive-health-resources-inc-et-al-supreme-court-clarifies-standard-under-which-government-can-intervene-and-dismiss-fca-actions
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/unitedhealth-falls-warning-higher-medical-costs-2023-06-14
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/unitedhealths-stock-declines-it-predicts-increase-medical-costs-q2
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.moed.200597/gov.uscourts.moed.200597.214.0.pdf
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/judge-grants-cignas-request-preliminary-injunction-against-former-exec-bricker
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/06/16/ozempic-lobbying-medicare-coverage-00102482
https://www.kff.org/private-insurance/poll-finding/kff-survey-of-consumer-experiences-with-health-insurance/
https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2023-06-15-aha-opposes-medpac-recommendations-congress-site-neutral-policy
https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2023-06-06-new-infographic-highlights-how-site-neutral-payment-policies-threaten-patient-access-essential
https://www.healthcarefinancenews.com/news/ama-pushes-end-noncompete-clauses-physician-contracts
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/01/ftc-proposes-rule-ban-noncompete-clauses-which-hurt-workers-harm-competition
https://www.advisory.com/daily-briefing/2023/06/20/bmi-policy
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/scorecard/2023/jun/2023-scorecard-state-health-system-performance?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosvitals&stream=top
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/06/15/sheeps-clothing/united-states-poorly-regulated-nonprofit-hospitals-undermine
https://www.aha.org/press-releases/2023-06-15-aha-cha-statement-human-rights-watch-report-hospital-billing-collection-practices
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/oregon-nurses-5-day-strike-forces-providence-limit-non-emergency-services
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/hca-seiu-hospice-transfers-boost-profit/653473/
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/supply-chain/hospital-supply-chain-shortages-premier-survey

PAYERS AND PROVIDERS (M&A)

PwC published a new report showing that inflation, rising interest rates, and uncertainty
about changes to government health programs could slow healthcare dealmaking in 2023.
The HHS Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) released new data showing
that three-fourths of hospitals and most physicians belonged to a vertically-integrated
healthcare system.

Centene completed jts sale of Apixio, its Al platform that analyzes unstructured data to help
create patient health profiles, to private equity firm New Mountain Capital.
Pennsylvania-based Washington Health System signed a letter of intent to merge with
UPMC.

VALUE-BASED CARE

In a Health Affairs Forefront article, Aledade CEO Farzad Mostashari offered suggestions to
CMS on how to improve its proposal for a Universal Foundation of quality measures.
Aledade raised $260M in Series F to continue its growth as a value-based data analytics
company, which comes after its deal to acquire analytics company Curia.

Program design intensity should be considered by payers looking to implement value-based
purchasing contracts, according to a systematic review published in Health Affairs.
High-intensity programs are often difficult to implement but offer better care quality and
greater spending reduction outcomes.

HEALTH EQUITY & SDOH

EHR integration of standardized nursing classifications may_improve SDOH data collection
and better identify SDOH patient needs, according to an article published in JAMIA.

Patient risk score calculators which factored in racial data performed better across groups
than calculators in which race was omitted, according to a new study from The University of
Washington. This research calls into question the anti-bias movement to remove race when
calculating patient risk scores.

The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) announced awards of nearly $9M
to strengthen and expand the number of substance-use disorder clinicians in underserved
communities.

Cancer screening rates are lower in areas impacted by historic redlining policies,
demonstrating the systemic effects past racist policies can have on BIPOC health outcomes.

MEDICAID

After CMS issued two proposed Medicaid rules -- one on home and community-based
services and another on improving Medicaid managed care programs -- experts offered

ideas for improving the Medicare-Medicaid dual-eligible program.

A federal court held that the Florida Medicaid's rule excluding gender-affirming health care
from Medicaid coverage is unlawful and unconstitutional.

States recejved over $117 billion in enhanced Medicaid funding during the pandemic to help
fund increasing demand, according to KFF analysis. States that chose not to expand
Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act received a higher share of funding.
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https://www.pwc.com/us/en/industries/health-industries/library/health-services-deals-outlook.html
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/consolidation-and-mergers-among-health-systems-2021-new-data-ahrq-compendium
https://www.ahrq.gov/chsp/data-resources/compendium.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/centene-corporation-completes-divestiture-of-apixio-301850010.html
https://whs.org/news/whs-and-upmc-affiliation/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/less-more-quality-measurement-primary-care
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/aledade-clinches-260m-fuel-tech-ma-expand-services-primary-care-practices
https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/how-value-based-purchasing-program-design-influences-outcomes
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2022.01455
https://ehrintelligence.com/news/nursing-classification-ehr-integration-could-boost-sdoh-management
https://academic.oup.com/jamia/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/jamia/ocad098/7199761?redirectedFrom=fulltext&login=false
https://www.statnews.com/2023/06/16/colorectal-cancer-prediction-calculator-race-bias/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37318804/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/06/14/hhs-announces-nearly-9-million-to-increase-the-number-of-substance-use-disorder-clinicians-in-underserved-communities.html
https://patientengagementhit.com/news/historical-redlining-bears-a-mark-on-present-day-cancer-screening-rates
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/992689
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/992689
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/05/03/2023-08959/medicaid-program-ensuring-access-to-medicaid-services
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/05/03/2023-08959/medicaid-program-ensuring-access-to-medicaid-services
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/05/03/2023-08961/medicaid-program-medicaid-and-childrens-health-insurance-program-chip-managed-care-access-finance
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/proposed-medicaid-managed-care-rules-impact-dual-eligible-individuals-part-1
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/4061823-judge-strikes-down-florida-medicaid-policy-excluding-gender-affirming-care/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/press-release/states-received-over-117-billion-in-enhanced-federal-medicaid-funding-for-pausing-disenrollments-during-the-pandemic-non-expansion-states-received-a-disproportionate-share/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/fiscal-implications-for-medicaid-of-enhanced-federal-funding-and-continuous-enrollment/

OnJuly 1, Georgia will launch work requirements for certain Medicaid beneficiaries under its
expanded Medicaid program. The state is the first in 5 years to add such requirements,
which received national attention during this year's debt ceiling negotiations.

Virtual Health

FEDERAL NEWS

A bipartisan group of 60 U.S. Senators reintroduced the Creating Opportunities Now for
Necessary and Effective Care Technologies (CONNECT) for Health Act to expand Medicare
coverage of telehealth and make virtual care flexibilities permanent post-COVID-19.

In its June 2023 Report to Congress, MedPAC recommended the permanent expansion of
telehealth services while limiting fraud and abuse risks to beneficiaries and the Medicare
program. The Commission recommended the transition of telehealth payments to the lower,
non-facility pre-pandemic physician fee schedule (PFS) rates, including services provided in
FQHCs and RHCs.

NEW LAUNCHES AND PARTNERSHIPS

Mount Sinai launched a new digital tool on its mobile app that features virtual care
scheduling, an Al-enabled symptom checker, and a virtual assistant to manage
appointments and answer patient questions.

OTHER TELEHEALTH NEWS

Washington became the 40" state to enact the Nurse Licensure Compact (NLC), which allows
nurses with multistate licenses to provide in-person and telehealth services to patients
located in any NLC state.

A new KFF issue brief discusses how the pandemic expanded the use of mental health apps
and the post-PHE government scrutiny of related privacy concerns and access to
prescription drugs via telehealth.

Elevance Health and Carelon partnered to leverage digital health advancements to enable
patients to conduct physical examinations at home and communicate with doctors remotely.
The growth and popularity of mental health apps during the COVID-19 pandemic left
guestions about the risks and benefits of digital health solutions, posing a new policy focus
for the regulation and reimbursement of such services, according to KFF analysis.

Rock Health Capital announced its investment in Rosarium Health, an online marketplace
that connects occupational therapists and local home contractors to patients with medical
conditions that require home modifications.

The likelihood of telehealth use among residents was 23% higher in states with telehealth
payment parity laws, according to a study published in the Journal of Public Health
Management and Practice. Telehealth payment parity laws require equal rates of
reimbursement for telehealth and in-person services.

Reimbursement, specifically for uncompensated provider services, will play a substantial role
in influencing the future of telehealth use, according to research published in the American

Journal of Accountable Care (AIMC).
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https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2023/06/20/georgias-medicaid-is-on-lawmakers-minds-00102592
https://www.schatz.senate.gov/news/press-releases/schatz-wicker-lead-bipartisan-group-of-60-senators-in-reintroducing-legislation-to-expand-telehealth-access-make-permanent-telehealth-flexibilities
https://www.medpac.gov/document/june-2023-report-to-the-congress-medicare-and-the-health-care-delivery-system/
https://www.mountsinai.org/about/newsroom/2023/mount-sinai-patients-receive-greater-and-faster-access-to-care-with-new-expanded-digital-tools
https://www2.staffingindustry.com/Editorial/Daily-News/Washington-to-allow-nurses-with-multistate-licenses-to-begin-practicing-July-24-65868
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/rise-in-use-of-mental-health-apps-raises-new-policy-issues/
https://www.beckerspayer.com/virtual-care/the-next-level-of-virtual-care-how-innovative-digital-technology-at-elevance-health-puts-exam-tools-in-patients-hands-delivers-more-health-information-to-providers.html
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/rise-in-use-of-mental-health-apps-raises-new-policy-issues/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/rise-in-use-of-mental-health-apps-raises-new-policy-issues/
https://rockhealth.com/insights/reimagining-physical-space-as-care-rock-health-capital-invests-in-rosarium-health/?mc_cid=7a510ceedf&mc_eid=40c99ac375
https://www.rosariumhealth.com/?mc_cid=7a510ceedf&mc_eid=40c99ac375
https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/telehealth-payment-parity-laws-boosted-odds-of-virtual-care-visits
https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/telehealth-use-will-depend-on-continuing-pay-for-unpaid-provider-work
https://www.ajmc.com/view/financial-factors-that-influenced-telemedicine-delivery-during-the-covid-19-pandemic

Wearable device use correlates with more favorable health outcomes for hospitalized
patients, according to research published in JAMA Network Open.

Between 2020 and 2021, wearable healthcare device use increased greatly as more
consumers wear smartwatches and use wearable monitors such as blood pressure devices
and wearable biosensors, according to an AnalyticsIQ survey.
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https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/can-wearables-improve-outcomes-among-hospitalized-patients
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/wearables-AnalyticsIQ-survey/653154/

