
MYMAVERICK RECAP

June 29, 2023

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS

Digital Health
Digital Health
Investments
Artificial Intelligence
News
Artificial Intelligence
Investments

Interoperability &
Health IT
Federal News
Industry News

Public Health Data

Data Privacy And
Security

Payers & Providers
Healthcare Transparency
Payers
Providers
Payers And Providers
(M&A)
Value-Based Care
Health Equity & SDOH
Medicaid

Virtual Health
Federal News
New Launches And
Partnerships
Other Telehealth News

Digital Health

DIGITAL HEALTH INVESTMENTS
● Becker’s published a list of the 18 digital health companies that raised a total of $118M in the

last 30 days.
● Vertex Ventures HC, a woman-led healthcare investment firm, raised $200M for its third

fund targeted at early-stage companies that demonstrate disruptive technologies and a clear
path toward developing new medicines.

● Shoni Health Ventures, a venture capital firm, launched its first health tech fund for
early-stage startups.

● Pitchbook released its Q1 Digital Health Report, highlighting opportunities in weight loss
management and the telehealth shift from direct-to-consumer to business-to-business.

● UnitedHealth’s Optum acquired Amedisys, a home health and hospice provider, for $3.3B.
● Author Health, a digital mental health company serving Medicare Advantage members,

raised $115M for its platform that offers care for seniors with mental illness and substance
use disorders.
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https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/digital-health/digital-health-in-the-last-30-days-18-companies-raise-811m.html?utm_campaign=health_tech&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=264425731&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_IqfRN2-PABHzw2QDrLm0M7t6k00WP59clmW6BJwiVp2fBAcFbkXKR4nBXcDKJEHeXdKd4Hcm2MUX2MYy7JSWRX4aZCbZW43hvbnbnwYu81GjR_r4&utm_content=264425731&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230626625446/en/Vertex-Ventures-HC-Announces-200-Million-Fund-III-to-Drive-Innovation-in-Healthcare
https://hitconsultant.net/2023/06/26/shoni-health-ventures-health-tech-vc-fund/
https://pitchbook.com/news/reports/q1-2023-digital-health-report
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/unitedhealth-optum-amedisys-acquisition-option-care/653870/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/author-health-launches-115m-care-seniors-serious-mental-illnesses-substance-abuse
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/author-health-launches-115m-care-seniors-serious-mental-illnesses-substance-abuse


● TPN.health, a digital engagement platform for behavioral health professionals, raised $3.9M
in Series A funding to enhance its product offerings and expand its professional network.

● Bitewell, a digital marketplace company that lets users shop for groceries, restaurant meals,
and meal kits as an insurance-subsidized benefit, secured $4M in seed funding.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE NEWS
● Multiple government actors are making plans to regulate artificial intelligence:

○ On June 20, 2023, members of U.S. House introduced the bipartisan National AI
Commission Act, to create a national commission with public and private
representatives to decide how to regulate AI.

○ On June 20, 2023, the National Academy of Medicine -- a congressionally-chartered
nonprofit institution that gathers experts to render advice on science, technology,
and health -- launched a 3-year project convening health, tech, and other leaders to
create a code of conduct for AI use in healthcare.

○ On June 21, 2023, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer launched the SAFE
Innovation Framework, an approach to address AI challenges, and the AI Insights
Forum, a plan to convene AI experts in various fields to discuss emerging issue on
the topic.

■ Dr. Brian Anderson, co-founder of the Coalition for Health AI (CHAI), said the
SAFE Innovation framework aligns with CHAI’s blueprint it released in April,
according to Politico.

○ On June 22, 2023, the Biden Administration announced a new National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) Public Working Group on AI, which will build on
NIST’s Risk Management Framework, to respond to challenges presented by
generative AI.

○ ONC may add an FDA-like “nutrition label” to AI software that supports health care
predictive decision support interventions (fact sheet here) when it finalizes its HTI-1
rule.

○ The European Union (i.e., Parliament, the European Commission, and the Council of
the European Union) is planning to regulate AI by the end of the year as part of the
EU AI Act. Like the European privacy law, General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR),
the EU AI Act would be designed to apply to businesses beyond EU borders.

● As a result of the regulatory activity, AI companies are hiring lobbyists:
○ Stability AI, the company behind the text-to-image tool Stable Diffusion, which is

reportedly raising a Series A at a $4 billion valuation, hired Franklin Square.
○ Hugging Face, which is trying to become the “GitHub of AI” hired Invariant.
○ Anthropic, a competitor of OpenAI, hired boutique lobbying firm Acquia Group.

● Austin, Texas-based healthcare AI developer AlphaNodus, announced enhancements to its
prior authorization tool – Gravity AI – which now automates 80% of imaging authorizations
within seconds.

● GSR Ventures andMaverick Ventures released a report describing why now is the ideal
time to integrate generative AI technologies, such as ChatGPT, into healthcare. The report
includes a matrix estimating different applications complexity and level of adoption.
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https://finance.yahoo.com/news/tpn-health-closes-3-9mm-213500075.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/bitewell-the-countrys-first-food-health-benefit-closes-oversubscribed-4m-seed-round-301857996.html
https://buck.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/buck-colleagues-introduce-bipartisan-bill-create-national-commission
https://nam.edu/nam-leadership-consortium-collaborates-with-leading-health-tech-research-and-bioethics-organizations-to-develop-health-care-ai-code-of-conduct/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/sen-chuck-schumer-launches-safe-innovation-ai-age-csis
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/news/press-releases/majority-leader-schumer-delivers-remarks-to-launch-safe-innovation-framework-for-artificial-intelligence-at-csis
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/news/press-releases/majority-leader-schumer-delivers-remarks-to-launch-safe-innovation-framework-for-artificial-intelligence-at-csis
https://coalitionforhealthai.org/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/future-pulse/2023/06/27/the-big-abortion-number-we-dont-know-00103759
https://coalitionforhealthai.org/updates/april-4th-2023
https://fedscoop.com/hhs-health-it-division-carving-out-artificial-intelligence-niche/
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/page/2023-04/NPRM_DSI_fact%20sheet-508.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/laws-regulation-and-policy/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-certification-program
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/laws-regulation-and-policy/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-certification-program
https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/insights/blogs/WilmerHale-Privacy-and-Cybersecurity-Law/20230615-european-parliament-adopts-negotiating-position-on-the-ai-act
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:e0649735-a372-11eb-9585-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:e0649735-a372-11eb-9585-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://pitchbook.com/news/articles/generative-AI-Capitol-Hill-VC
https://stability.ai/
https://fortune.com/2023/03/04/stability-ai-raise-funds-4-billion-valuation-artificial-intelligence-captivates-investors/
https://franklinsquaregroup.com/
https://huggingface.co/
https://qz.com/hugging-face-microsoft-artificial-intelligence-1850490270#:~:text=Amid%20the%20continued%20prominence%20of,redundant%20by%20the%20same%20technology.
http://www.invariantgr.com/
https://www.anthropic.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/startups-vcs-swarm-capitol-hill-050000673.html
https://www.alphanodus.com/
https://www.newswire.com/news/ai-powered-pre-authorization-advances-administrative-efficiency-in-22065639
https://aicheckup.substack.com/p/where-generative-ai-meets-healthcare


● Experts are telling media outlets that generative AI should be used to reduce administrative
burdens for now, and consider patient-related applications later: Quartz, New York Times, The
Guardian.

○ A new survey shows that people are comfortable with AI scheduling a primary care
appointment, but not AI-led therapy.

● WebMD announced an exclusive partnership with HIA Technologies to offer
HealthInteractive, an AI-powered health assistant that will guide patients through WebMD
content and answer their questions.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE INVESTMENTS
● AWS launched an innovation center focused on generative AI with a $100M investment.
● FlyWheel, an AI medical imaging platform provider, raised $54M in Series D funding to

further its market expansion and achieve global reach.
● Duos, a digital health company that uses AI to rank older adults’ health needs and connect

them with care, raised $10M.
● BeeKeeperAI, a company with an AI-powered platform designed to allow medical

organizations to conduct HIPAA-compliant research on real data, raised $12.1M in Series A
funding.

● Blueprint, a provider of patient tracking and outcomes assessment tools, raised $9M in
Series A funding to hone its AI layer for developing personal insights.

● AvoMD, an AI-enabled clinical decision support platform provider, raised $5M in seed
funding to build out EHR integration and upgrade the AI platform.

● MosaicML, a large-scale neural network training and inference company, was acquired by
DataBricks for $1.3B.

Interoperability & Health IT

FEDERAL NEWS
● The HHS Office of Inspector General posted its final rule implementing information blocking

penalties. Notably, the final rule stated that if developers of certified health IT, entities
offering certified health IT, health information exchanges, or health information network
commit information blocking, they may be subject to a civil monetary penalty of up to $1M
per violation.

● The U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs expects Oracle Cerner to deliver on its $10 billion
EHR contract despite the company deciding to lay off hundreds of employees last week.

INDUSTRY NEWS
● Zocdoc, a company that allows patients to find and schedule appointments with local

in-network providers, integrated with Elation Health’s EHRs, to make it easier for primary
care doctors to more schedule patients.
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https://qz.com/ai-has-come-to-the-doctors-office-but-the-stakes-are-s-1850528858
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/26/technology/ai-health-care-documentation.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jun/26/ai-personalise-medicine-patient-lab-health-diagnosis-cambridge
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jun/26/ai-personalise-medicine-patient-lab-health-diagnosis-cambridge
https://www.surveymonkey.com/curiosity/ai-isnt-disrupting-healthcare-yet/
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/survey-1-3-patients-comfortable-ai-led-primary-care
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230621737585/en/WebMD-Ignite-and-HIA-Technologies-Inc.-Announce-Exclusive-Partnership-to-Offer-HealthInteractive-AI-powered-Digital-Health-Assistants
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/ai-and-machine-learning/amazon-web-service-launched-its-aws-generative-ai-innovation-center-100m
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230626713456/en/Revolutionizing-Medical-AI-Development-Flywheel-Announces-54-Million-in-Series-D-Funding-led-by-Novalis-LifeSciences-and-NVentures
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/duos-raises-10m-in-additional-capital-from-strategic--impact-investors-301848605.html
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230627557421/en/
https://www.finsmes.com/2023/06/blueprint-raises-9m-in-series-a-funding.html
https://www.mobihealthnews.com/news/avomd-closes-5m-seed-round-ai-enabled-app-development-platform
https://decrypt.co/146440/three-ai-startups-raised-2-billion-ai-business-investors
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/featured-topics/information-blocking/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/featured-topics/information-blocking/infoblocking-rule-unofficial-hhs-oig.pdf
https://www.nextgov.com/it-modernization/2023/06/va-official-expects-oracle-cerner-deliver-10b-ehr-contract-despite-layoffs/387786/
https://medcitynews.com/2023/06/ehr-healthcare-access-pcp/


● DirectTrust, a non-profit alliance focused on electronic exchange of protected health
information, released draft criteria for its health IT accreditation programs and announced a
60-day public comment and review period.

● The AMA announced nine organizations selected as recipients of the 2023 Electronic Health
Record Use Research Grant Program, a program to fund research designed to improve and
better utilize EHR platforms.

● The Health Innovation Alliance (HIA) submitted comments on ONC’s proposed Health Data,
Technology, and Interoperability (HTI-1) rule. A breakdown of the legislation and implications
of this rule can be found here.

● Microsoft OpenAI-enabled speech recognition subsidiary Nuance Communications
announced its clinical notes DAX Express AI software will be integrated into Epic’s EHR
system to help reduce administrative burden.

PUBLIC HEALTH DATA
● In a New York Times op-ed, outgoing CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky warned that the

outdated and unreliable public health data systems used in the United States will leave the
country unprepared to address future public health crises. She also said similar things in an
interview with Time.

○ Dr. David Blumenthal concurred in a New England Journal of Medicine article.
○ Gregg Church, President of 4medica, explains this issue and offers solutions here.

DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY
● Adding to the confusing and sometimes conflicting state privacy laws, Texas is the 10th state

to enact a consumer data privacy law. Health data is included in the protections under the
law, but HIPAA-covered entities and business associates are exempted. More here, here.

● Amazon is delaying the nationwide launch of Amazon Clinic, its subscription-based
telehealth service currently available in 33 states, after U.S. Senators Peter Welch and
Elizabeth Warren announced their concerns.

● There are a few news items about health data breaches:
○ Kannact a digital health company that connects providers with patients at home,

reported a data breach impacting over 103,000 people.
○ Onix Group, a real estate firm that has several health care affiliate companies, is

facing a class-action lawsuit after reporting a data breach that impacted more than
320,000 people.

○ IntelliHARTx, a hospital billing company, is facing a class-action lawsuit for failing to
safeguard patients’ protected health information after a January breach.

● The Biden Administration is considering placing new restrictions on the export of AI
semiconductors to China amidst national security concerns.\

● The 2023 State of Cyber Defense survey found that 42% of healthcare security
decision-makers consider trust a cybersecurity risk with 66% reporting they trust their
employees for recognizing a cyberattack over their tech teams to prevent an attack. The
findings show that firms must emphasize trust-building programs like data protection and
cybersecurity transparency.
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https://ehrintelligence.com/news/directtrust-releases-draft-criteria-for-ra-health-it-accreditation-programs
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/ama-announces-organizations-selected-grants-research-ehr-use#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20EHR%20Use%20Research%20Grant,President%20of%20Professional%20Satisfaction%20Christine
https://www.ama-assn.org/practice-management/digital/electronic-health-record-ehr-use-research-grant-program
https://www.ama-assn.org/practice-management/digital/electronic-health-record-ehr-use-research-grant-program
https://files.constantcontact.com/fc6b4fe1801/7b834317-7487-413a-8302-a9e6d1050bcb.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/18/2023-07229/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-certification-program-updates-algorithm-transparency-and
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/laws-regulation-and-policy/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-certification-program
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/06/27/openai-powered-app-from-microsoft-is-coming-to-epic-systems.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/06/27/openai-powered-app-from-microsoft-is-coming-to-epic-systems.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/27/opinion/rochelle-walensky-cdc-pandemic-despair.html
https://time.com/6290683/rochelle-walensky-interview-cdc-exit/
https://time.com/6290683/rochelle-walensky-interview-cdc-exit/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2306226
http://4medica.com/
https://medcitynews.com/2023/06/better-data-quality-means-a-better-future-for-public-health/
https://iapp.org/news/a/texas-latest-to-add-comprehensive-state-privacy-law/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/lone-star-state-enacts-consumer-privacy-2325822
https://www.dataprotectionreport.com/2023/06/texas-enacts-comprehensive-privacy-law/
https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/insights/blogs/wilmerhale-privacy-and-cybersecurity-law/20230531-texas-set-to-become-the-tenth-state-with-a-comprehensive-privacy-law
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/amazon-clinic-may-delay-its-nationwide-telehealth-launch
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/4068210-amazon-clinic-expansion-delayed-report/
https://www.welch.senate.gov/press-releases/sens-welch-and-warren-call-for-answers-from-amazon-on-use-and-collection-of-patient-data/
https://healthitsecurity.com/news/digital-health-company-suffers-breach-103k-impacted
https://www.onixgroup.com/
https://healthitsecurity.com/news/healthcare-business-associate-faces-lawsuit-over-march-cyberattack
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/cybersecurity/healthcare-billing-company-faces-lawsuit-for-massive-breach.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/28/business/dealbook/ai-exports-china-nvidia.html
https://www.kroll.com/en/insights/publications/cyber/2023-state-cyber-defense
https://healthitsecurity.com/news/trust-emerges-as-cybersecurity-issue-for-42-of-security-decision-makers


● John Hopkins is the latest among thousands of large organizations throughout the world to
publicly announce a cyberattack and data breach regarding the SQL injection vulnerability in
Progress Software’s MOVEit Transfer software.

Payers & Providers

HEALTHCARE TRANSPARENCY
● Nearly 300 legislators from both chambers of Congress urged HHS and CMS to finalize the

Advancing Interoperability and Improving Prior Authorization proposed rule that would
require government payers to switch to electronic prior authorization by 2026. Read the
letters here and here.

○ The policymakers requested that CMS include a mechanism to enable real-time
decisions for routine approvals and shorten the response window for expedited
requests to 24 hours.

PAYERS
● ProPublica published another hit piece about the “hidden world of health insurance denials,”

explaining that there was a Department of Labor proposal in 2016 to make coverage denials
more transparent, but it was killed by health plans and labor unions.

● PhRMA, the Global Colon Cancer Association, and the National Infusion Center Association
are the latest organizations to join Merck and others in challenging the Medicare drug price
negotiation provision of the IRA. More on the latest lawsuits here.

● This past weekend, Eli Lilly announced successful trial results of a new weight loss pill and
injectable that showed the most weight loss of any obesity drug to date. More here.

● CMS introduced the Transitional Coverage for Emerging Devices (TCET) pathway to provide
access to medical technology by enabling Medicare coverage of new medical devices during
the efficacy testing period.

● Patients under employer-sponsored health plans could face higher out-of-pocket costs
without corresponding decreases in employers’ costs, if employers forgo coverage for
preventative services, according to an Employee Benefits Research Institute report.

● A recent study found that Medicare Advantage enrollees with chronic conditions were not
more likely to switch to fee-for-service.

● Benchmark cuts to Medicare Advantage payments did not slow enrollment growth,
suggesting that plans did not pass costs onto members or eliminate benefits.

● Authorities in all 7 states where health insurtech Friday Health Plans operates placed the
organization into receivership, leaving masses of policyholders to seek new coverage and
resulting in the termination of 323 employees.

○ Between June 23 and July 6, Friday Health Plans will lay off all 323 employees as the
company prepares to end all of its business.

● Clover Health, a Medicare Advantage insurtech, settled lawsuits that accused them of failing
to disclose their involvement in a federal investigation for overbilling Medicare Advantage
and agreed to improve fiscal oversight in the future.
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https://healthitsecurity.com/news/johns-hopkins-health-system-suffers-cyberattack
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/legislators-urge-cms-finalize-prior-authorization-reforms-and-go-further
https://www.aans.org/-/media/Files/AANS/Advocacy/2023-News/June/HousePriorAuthLetter062123.ashx
https://www.aans.org/-/media/Files/AANS/Advocacy/2023-News/June/SenateMAPALettertoCMS62123FINAL.ashx
https://www.propublica.org/article/how-often-do-health-insurers-deny-patients-claims
https://www.axios.com/2023/06/22/phrma-lawsuit-medicare-negotiations-biden
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/phrma-and-other-trade-groups-latest-take-legal-stab-ira-lawsuit-calling-out-constitutional
https://www.statnews.com/2023/06/23/lillys-obesity-pill-cuts-15-of-weight-at-highest-dose-in-mid-stage-trial/?utm_campaign=morning_rounds&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=264211731&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--1D_08F6_Kzseg1pGPq1DMv2n_rVTkvsl7_m9qTPOzwRXHJuVU9Dq50e_iisfGscfeWcu1CL5sE_PBSKsH9VWh-f013GWk8R_3vvCrwyPWxxm5M2E&utm_content=264211731&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/06/26/eli-lilly-obesity-drug-helped-patients-lose-weight.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/26/health/weight-loss-next-gen-triple-g-lilly/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/06/27/forget-ozempic-eli-lilly-s-new-weight-loss-drug-is-astonishing/4be5dd78-1500-11ee-9de3-ba1fa29e9bec_story.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/notice-comment-transitional-coverage-emerging-technologies-cms-3421-nc
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/removing-aca-preventive-care-requirements-wont-result-in-big-savings-for-employers-study.html
https://www.ebri.org/docs/default-source/fast-facts/ff-474-prevserv-22jun23.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2806648?resultClick=1
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/medicare-advantage-enrollees-with-chronic-conditions-are-not-more-likely-to-switch-to-traditional-medicare-study.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2806616?resultClick=1
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/payment-cuts-did-not-reduce-medicare-advantage-enrollment-study.html
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/payment-cuts-did-not-reduce-medicare-advantage-enrollment-study.html
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/colorados-decision-friday-health-plans-receivership-all-states-which-insurtech-operates
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17ni-u45xZNBpGATeNs1tIYzVai1VvBpo/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17ni-u45xZNBpGATeNs1tIYzVai1VvBpo/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17ni-u45xZNBpGATeNs1tIYzVai1VvBpo/view
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/clover-health-settles-lawsuits-alleging-it-hid-federal-probe-investors
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2023/06/22/2693309/0/en/Clover-Health-Announces-Agreement-to-Settle-Derivative-Litigation-Resolving-All-Remaining-Civil-Litigation-Relating-to-its-de-SPAC-Transaction.html


PROVIDERS
● CMS released a new fact sheet to explain how clinicians can submit patient data to a

nationwide registry to qualify for Medicare reimbursement of the new Alzheimer’s drugs,
after they get FDA approval.

● Hospitals' operating margins are improving with patients returning for in-person visits and
labor costs starting to decline, according to a new Kaufman Hall report.

● HCA disputed accusations that the hospital system fraudulently and inappropriately
transferred patients from hospitals to hospice facilities to increase profits.

● Thousands of Ascension nurses are leading one-day strikes this week, the largest in Texas
and Kansas history. Upon striking, they will be locked out of their Ascension hospitals,
according to statements from both the union and the health system.

● Humana intends to open seven additional Tennessee-based facilities in its Centerwell
primary care network, bringing the total number of locations across the country to 257.

● Physician-owned general acute care hospitals (POHs) charge up to one-third less for several
common services than non-physician-owned institutions in their region, according to a
recent JAMA Network Open study.

PAYERS AND PROVIDERS (M&A)
● The FTC proposed changes to the premerger notification rules and form, which requires

organizations to report large transactions to both the DOJ and FTC for antitrust review.
○ The agency hopes to more effectively screen transactions for in-depth reviews.

● In recent updates to the bidding war over home health and hospice provider Amedisys,
UnitedHealth Group outbid Option Care Health at $101 per share – landing the deal with
Amedisys. Option will receive $106M in termination fees.

● Ochsner Health and the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center partnered to
build a Louisiana-based integrated cancer care center.

● Author Health, a value-based care behavioral health care platform for MA members,
launched with $115M in funding. Humana will be the first MA plan to utilize Author Health’s
services.

● According to a report by PwC, the healthcare services sector is expected to remain resilient
in merger and acquisition deals in 2023 despite recent dips.

● A recent AHA report claims that private equity firms, physician medical groups, and health
insurers are top acquirers of physician practices—rebutting the narrative that hospitals and
health systems are among the top buyers.

VALUE-BASED CARE
● United Church Homes, an Ohio-based care provider to skilled nursing centers, partnered

withMetta Healthcare to form the nonprofit Radiant Alliance. As an affiliate of
CareSource, Radiant Alliance will integrate value-based care for older patients.

● AHA recommended that Congress reform the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act
(MACRA), including advancing Alternative Payment Models, improving Merit-Based Incentive
Payment Systems, reforming the Medicare Shared Savings Program, and abandoning
site-neutral payment reform in Medicare.

6

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/cms-announces-new-details-plan-cover-new-alzheimers-drugs
https://www.axios.com/2023/06/28/hospital-margins-rebounding-post-pandemic
https://www.kaufmanhall.com/sites/default/files/2023-06/National-Hospital-Flash-Report_June-2023.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosvitals&stream=top
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● Provider evaluations through the Hospital Value-Based Purchasing program need to be
reformed to weigh metrics and include patient feedback, according to a JAMA study.

HEALTH EQUITY & SDOH
● The National Academy of Medicine (NAM) developed an Artificial Intelligence Code of

Conduct (AICC) through collaboration with other health and research organizations to
ensure that AI implementation increases health equity.

● HHS has entered into a five-year agreement with Upstream, a nonprofit organization, to
enhance access to contraceptive care. The collaboration between HHS and Upstream aims to
expand contraception access, improve women's health, and ensure that individuals of
reproductive age have comprehensive and tailored contraceptive options.

● The Biden administration announced funding for the new Persistent Poverty Initiative to
improve cancer outcomes in low-income communities.

● After providing medically-tailored meals to members post-hospitalization, Kaiser
Permanente reported its MA plan saw lowered rehospitalization and death rates.

● Private sector employers are best suited to partner with communities to address social
needs such as housing, nutrition, and access to health care, according to a Health Affairs
article.

● Low-income households that participated in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) had less racial disparities in food insecurity than the families who did not participate
in SNAP, according to a study published in JAMA Network Open.

● BCBSA awarded $10 million to the Boys & Girls Club of America to enhance the quality and
availability of mental health services.

MEDICAID
● California secured the largest Medicaid deal to date, placing $35 billion from renewed taxes

on health care plans and federal funds into California’s Medicaid plan, Medi-Cali.
● Medicaid patients are disproportionately at risk for an opioid overdose by nearly 400% and

lack access to necessary treatment, warranting reform such as an expansion in telemedicine
capacity, according to a JAMA study.

● Medicaid’s health care services are of lower quality than those provided by private payers.
An issue brief highlighted income-based cash payments provided to Medicaid beneficiaries
to address this quality gap.

● Two joint Health Affairs articles (here and here) recommended policies to align regulations
for the growing number of dually-eligible beneficiaries, including increased beneficiary
protections and engagement, provider experience reform, increased transparency, and an
integrated public health plan.

Virtual Health

FEDERAL NEWS
● The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimated that The Telehealth Expansion Act would

cost the U.S. $5B over the next decade. The Act is designed to give people with
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high-deductible coverage permanent access to telehealth services without meeting a
minimum deductible.

NEW LAUNCHES AND PARTNERSHIPS
● Zuri Fertility, a telehealth startup company, launched with an online platform to help

individuals struggling with infertility access telehealth resources, education and care
coordination, and at-home testing.

● Calm Health, the mental health offering for the popular meditation app, partnered with the
Mayo Clinic to design digital mental health programs for cancer patients.

● The California Institute of Technology (Caltech) developed a wearable skin sensor that uses a
patient’s sweat to analyze their liver proteins and detect inflammation caused by underlying
health conditions.

● Regenstrief Institute created a pilot study of OPTIMISTIC, a virtual application of an in-person
model that is focused on enhancing clinical support and improving workflow within nursing
facilities.

OTHER TELEHEALTH NEWS
● UnitedHealthcare announced that it eliminate out-of-pocket costs for its 24/7 Virtual Visits

in some of its fully insured and high-deductible health plans plans beginning July 1.
● In its 2023 State of Telehealth report, the provider network platform Doximity found that

about 92% of doctors said “ease of use” was key to ensuring patients could access virtual
care. Other factors that help include not requiring users to log into another patient portal,
language support, and no additional software downloads.

● Amazon Clinic delayed its expansion of telehealth services to mid-July after Democratic U.S.
lawmakers expressed concerns about patient data privacy.

● A partnership between AI company Iveda andMovement Interactive announced it
received an 8-year VA Contract to provide telehealth and fall-detection technologies to
veterans.

● Third Eye Health and LTC ACO, the first long-term care accountable care organization in the
U.S., are expanding their partnership to offer virtual acute-level bedside care services via
telehealth.

● Most Americans utilize telehealth services for follow-up appointments and behavioral
healthcare services, according to a survey conducted by Jones Lang LaSalle.
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