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a@i Artificial Intelligence

GENERAL NEWS

FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER) launched an Al Council to steer the agency’s
internal Al use and policy pertaining to regulatory decisions.

HHS announced funding for ARPA-H’s PRECISE-Al initiative to develop tools that fix performance issues in
Al-based medical devices, increasing their precision and reliability in clinical settings.

Race-based algorithms are still widely used in medicine despite some tools negatively impacting black
patients, according to a STAT News investigation.

Experts discussed issues in Al risk management, debated its effects on health disparities, and advocated
for stronger government oversight at the Responsible Al For Health Symposium.

Al remains the most exciting new technology in healthcare for the fourth consecutive year, with 85% of
executives believing it has significant potential to improve administration, operations, and clinical care,
according to a survey by the Center for Connected Medicine at UPMC.

Samsung acquired Sonio to improve global maternal care growth and ultrasound technology by
combining Sonio’s Al-based solutions with Samsung’s engineering experience.

ADMINISTRATIVE APPLICATIONS

CareMessage launched a new automated mobile messaging tool to improve the management of
uncontrolled diabetes in Federally Qualified Health Centers.

Elation Health announced Note Assist, a tool designed to improve documentation for primary care
physicians by automatically structuring patient visit details in real-time.

Medscape introduced Medscape Scribe, a free Al medical scribe for US physicians that transcribes
patient visits and generates summaries using SOAP, H&P, or POMR templates.

CLINICAL APPLICATIONS

Bot Image's FDA-cleared ProstatID Al software improves early cancer detection and is now reimbursable
by Medicare and United Healthcare.

Al-driven clinical decision support in EDs does not improve cardiovascular outcomes, but it does lead to
better evidence-based care and fewer unnecessary invasive procedures, according to research presented
at ESC Congress 2024.

ChatGPT-4 Vision, the first Al capable of interpreting both text and images, performed well on text-based
radiology exam questions. However, it correctly answered only 47.8% of image-based questions,
according to a study published in Radiology.

Researchers from Weill Cornell Medicine and HSS developed an ML tool that effectively identifies
rheumatoid arthritis subtypes from pathology slides.


https://endpts.com/fdas-drug-evaluation-wing-launches-new-ai-oversight-panel/
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/hhs-fund-ai-enabled-medical-device-maintenance-tools
https://www.statnews.com/2024/09/03/embedded-bias-investigation-health-equity-clinical-algorithms/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/future-pulse/2024/09/03/advice-for-the-fda-on-regulating-ai-00177069
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/ai-most-exciting-healthcare-technology-center-connected-medicine-upmc/725583/
https://sonio.ai/news/samsung-acquisition/
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/mobile-integration-could-improve-fqhc-quality-metrics
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/elation-health-rolls-out-ai-scribing-tool-embedded-its-ehr-primary-care-docs
https://www.medscape.com/aboutscribe
https://www.dotmed.com/news/story/63296
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2024-09-ai-heart-diagnosis-emergency-department.html
https://www.rsna.org/news/2024/september/chat-gpt-shows-deficits#:~:text=Researchers%20evaluating%20the%20performance%20of,results%20were%20published%20in%20Radiology.
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2024/08/machine-learning-helps-identify-rheumatoid-arthritis-subtypes-0
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o This technology was designed to automate the subtyping process, which can increase
accuracy in RA care and clinical trials, according to a study published in Nature
Communications.

e Al-guided screening improved the diagnosis of left ventricular systolic dysfunction in pregnant and
postpartum women, according to a study published in Nature.

e ML models trained on hand surgery data predicted persistent opioid use with varying accuracy,
demonstrating their potential to identify at-risk patients and support early interventions to prevent
addiction.

e TaQintelligence's Al-enabled voice algorithm for measurement-based care in community behavioral
health challenged the belief that these systems are too complex for low-income pediatric populations,
according to this study published in Telehealth and Medicine Today.

e Ava announced an Al rewards platform to help home care providers lower turnover and increase
caregiver engagement through automation and simplified recognition systems.

RESEARCH APPLICATIONS (Drug Discovery, etc.)

e Recursion’s phase 2 trial of REC-994 met safety and tolerability goals but only showed partial efficacy,
leading to a 10% drop in its share price. However, the company hopes future trials and its partnership
with Exscientia will lead to better results.

e Adiscredited study, published in 2020, used a form of Al to discover microbial DNA indicative of
particular cancers, demonstrating the pitfalls of using Al when it is used to assist with scientific data
analysis. The Wall Street Journal reported on the study that was retracted in late June showing that a
blood test could diagnose cancer by detecting certain microbes. Before the study was discredited, the
new and clinically significant finding attracted investors and ~600 research papers relied on it.

= Digital Health

TELEHEALTH

e Reimagine Care, a cancer-care platform, expanded its relationship with Memorial Hermann Health
System and will offer oncology patients virtual, digital, and in-home care beyond the flagship hospital.

o The Vitamin Shoppe expanded its telehealth service, Whole Health Rx, to include prescription
Testosterone Replacement Therapy (TRT) in partnership with Marius Pharmaceuticals.

e Truepill partnered with ScriptDrop to integrate same-day prescription delivery into its digital pharmacy
platform, allowing users to receive medications within two hours.

e Female physicians, older physicians, psychiatrists, and neurologists deliver a greater proportion of visits
via telehealth than other Medicare fee-for-service physicians, according to a new study and
accompanying podcast with Health Affairs.

REMOTE PATIENT MONITORING

e Huawei announced the HUAWEI TruSense System, an advanced health and fitness technology that
integrates vital signs. This system will be incorporated into the product launch starting this September.

o Embecta developed a new patch pump for insulin delivery, incorporating feedback from Type 2 diabetes
patients. The company has submitted an open-loop version to the FDA and is working on a closed-loop
system.

e UK-based health tech startup Doccla, the largest remote patient monitoring provider for the NHS, raised
a £35M Series B round to expand its virtual ward technology across France, backed by investors including
Lakestar, Elaia, and General Catalyst.

HOME-BASED CARE

o Compassus and OhioHealth finalized their partnership to create "OhioHealth at Home in partnership

with Compassus," offering home health and hospice services.



https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-024-51012-6.epdf?sharing_token=a3rh0eMngmmerob2Kyj3-NRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0OgiMHNGCwwReYXDDiW4h7c0GVPzBGfxAIMWYTtw9VxDHExeJgdLBFtSbRgyjJgT4HuMy_dH7sweRCgsoVcefKfaKP2XQJoz0tv0Y8Ia-RMjZLBG02fscfCwUH7TprFwjE%3D
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-024-03243-9
https://journals.lww.com/plasreconsurg/fulltext/2024/09000/predicting_persistent_opioid_use_after_hand.26.aspx
https://telehealthandmedicinetoday.com/index.php/journal/article/view/506/1188
https://homehealthcarenews.com/2024/08/home-care-providers-are-successfully-leveraging-ai-to-hold-onto-caregivers/
https://www.fiercebiotech.com/biotech/recursions-phase-2-brain-disease-trial-yields-scant-evidence-efficacy
https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/cancer-study-retracted-research-fallout-9573f842
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2095-1.epdf?sharing_token=LssjG0z0tGN52OQnYZNyw9RgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0ORDTuWDfkhyp1pLE06lvbh5LoqBazlwhjVST7qvrrjLaDKaXlQJ89u_7E22HH1KZXU-R2schEoc2_95fqT5FcoLvd3EUBwHj4BMJDIsRC4IU_v5kxB3RjsrWqIuZMYhtrA1jnfx3tU0vh3YlLVqPIwTprPqyx0VHUIzUaUbzOTGw%3D%3D&tracking_referrer=www.wsj.com
https://www.science.org/content/article/major-errors-alleged-landmark-study-used-microbes-identify-cancers
https://www.mobihealthnews.com/news/reimagine-care-extends-partnership-memorial-hermann-health-system
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/the-vitamin-shoppe-expands-its-whole-health-rx-telehealth-offering-into-testosterone-replacement-therapy-via-a-partnership-with-marius-pharmaceuticals-for-its-kyzatrex-testosterone-undecanoate-ciii-capsules-302236178.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/truepill-partners-with-scriptdrop-to-offer-same-day-prescription-delivery-expanding-patient-choice-and-convenience-302233904.html
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/abs/10.1377/hlthaff.2024.00052
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hp20240830.82645/full/
https://www.huawei.com/en/news/2024/8/wearable-healthandfitness-trusense-system
https://www.medtechdive.com/news/embecta-gets-fda-nod-for-insulin-patch-pump/725904/
https://sifted.eu/articles/doccla-raises-a-35m-series-b-news
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/ohiohealth-and-compassus-finalize-partnership-for-home-health-and-hospice-302237799.html
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Gy
L& Interoperability and Health IT

FEDERAL NEWS

HHS decided not to appeal its loss in the case against the American Hospital Association (AHA) regarding
the enforcement of a HIPAA on online tracking technologies. This decision finalizes the AHA's victory,
allowing hospitals to use these technologies, as the court ruled that HHS had exceeded its authority
under HIPAA.

The FDA finalized its guidance for the Voluntary Malfunction Summary Reporting (VMSR) program,
allowing medical device manufacturers to submit quarterly summaries of certain device malfunctions
instead of monthly individual reports.

Forbes interviewed ASTP/ONC Leader / Acting Chief Health Al Officer Micky Tripathi about TEFCA, the
HTI-2 proposed rule, the Epic-Particle controversy about data exchange, information blocking, and so
much more.

INDUSTRY NEWS

CommonWell Health Alliance announced three members joined its new TEFCA platform — athenahealth,
ModuleMD, and Solace Health — and updates to the platform.
Geisinger changed its ED note templates and reduced the average length of provider notes by 40%.

DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY

Only about 350 of 1,800 small and rural U.S. hospitals have accessed the cybersecurity help offered
through a new program with Microsoft and Google.

U.S. House of Representatives Homeland Security Committee Chairman Mark E. Green announced that
Adam Meyers of CrowdStrike will testify on September 24, 2024, regarding a global IT outage caused by
a faulty software update. The IT outage had previously impacted the regular functions of many hospitals.
The FBI, CISA, MS-ISAC, and HHS released a joint advisory announcement on RansomHub ransomware,
providing mitigation recommendations to help network defenders protect against such ransomware
attacks.

Investments

GENERAL NEWS

Business Insider listed the top 22 most promising healthcare Al startups according to VC firms.

Sozo Ventures, a venture firm focused on investing in IT, including health IT, is raising $500M for its
newest fund.

New Enterprise Associates, a venture capital firm that invests in multiple sectors, including digital health
and life sciences, raised over $468M for a secondary fund.

PruVen Capital, a multi-stage venture firm that invests in multiple sectors, including healthcare, raised
$378M for its second fund.

Pebblebed, a venture capital firm that invests in technical founders solving difficult problems, including
Al and biotech, is raising a $125M fund.

Amplify.LA, a venture firm that invests in early-stage tech companies, including health tech, raised $60M
for its newest fund.

Oncology Ventures, a new venture firm focused on improving care with data through early detection and
optimal treatment plans, raised $30M for its inaugural fund.


https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2024-08-29-hhs-will-not-appeal-aha-court-victory-online-tracking-case
https://sponsors.aha.org/rs/710-ZLL-651/images/Final%20Motion%20to%20Dismiss%20AHA%20v.%20Becerra%20Filed.pdf?version=0
https://www.medtechdive.com/news/fda-final-guidance-voluntary-malfunction-summary-reporting/725738/
https://www.fda.gov/media/163692/download
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sethjoseph/2024/09/04/where-is-interoperability-headed-micky-tripathi-on-onc-turning-20-the-epicparticle-health-dispute-and-how-health-information-exchange-is-expanding/
https://www.meritalk.com/articles/hhs-names-micky-tripathi-acting-caio/
https://www.commonwellalliance.org/news-center/commonwell-news/commonwell-health-alliance-announces-members-platform-enhancements-to-advance-interoperability-with-tefca-ready-platform/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/ehrs/geisinger-cuts-ed-note-bloat-by-40.html
https://nextgov.com/cybersecurity/2024/09/under-quarter-rural-hospitals-are-using-white-houses-free-cyber-resource-program-official-says/399251/
https://homeland.house.gov/2024/08/30/media-advisory-chairmen-green-garbarino-announce-crowdstrike-witness-for-subcommittee-hearing-on-global-it-outage/
https://www.cisa.gov/news-events/cybersecurity-advisories/aa24-242a
https://www.businessinsider.com/22-most-promising-healthcare-ai-startups-2024-8
https://vcwire.tech/2024/09/02/sozo-ventures-to-raise-500m-fund/
https://vcwire.tech/2024/08/29/new-enterprise-associates-raises-more-than-468m-for-secondary-fund/
https://vcwire.tech/2024/09/04/pruven-capital-closes-second-fund-at-378m/
https://vcwire.tech/2024/08/30/pebblebed-to-raise-125m-fund/
https://vcwire.tech/2024/09/02/amplify-la-to-raise-60m-fund/
https://techcrunch.com/2024/08/26/cancer-survivor-launches-oncology-ventures-to-improve-care/
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e Araya Ventures, a UK-based fund that invests in pre-seed and seed stage founders in health tech and
other sectors, raised $10.9M for its Super Angel Fund.

o Harmonix Management, a venture firm that invests in healthcare, life sciences, and data-driven
technologies, is announcing the close of its third fund at the end of October.

Al INVESTMENTS

e Samsung Medison, Samsung Electronics' medical device unit, acquired Sonio, a startup that develops Al-
powered software for ultrasound workflows, for $92.7M.

e Noetik, an Al-native biotech company using machine learning to develop cancer therapeutics, raised
S40M in Series A funding.

e Piramidal, an Al-powered neurotech startup that is designed to give users an instant diagnosis of
neurological conditions, raised $6M in Seed funding.

e PsychoGenics, an Al-enabled phenotypic drug discovery company, received a $3M SBIR Grant from the
National Institute of Mental Health.

DIGITAL HEALTH INVESTMENTS

e Doccla, a virtual and remote patient-monitoring care solution, raised £35M in Series B funding.

e Segmed, a startup that offers real-world imaging data for Al/ML development, raised $10.4M in Series A
funding.

e Flex, developer of infrastructure for accepting HSA and FSA payments, raised $3.2M in seed funding.

Payers and Providers

HEALTHCARE TRANSPARENCY

e Health Care Service Corporation (HCSC), a company that owns a regional set of Blue Cross Blue Shield
plans — the fifth largest insurer in the U.S., launched a new health plan that will allow members to choose
from providers based on their quality ratings, see their out-of-pocket costs up front, and pay a monthly
bill for services instead of paying for services at the time of delivery.

DRUG PRICING

e Inaletter to HRSA, the agency that enforces the 340B drug discount program, the AHA asked for J&J to
face financial penalties for its plan to offer hospitals rebates for discount drugs, instead of offering
upfront discounts as historically implemented.

e Sandoz, a European generic drug manufacturer previously associated with Novartis, announced plans to
capitalize on the patent expiration of GLP-1 receptor drugs and release a generic version of Ozempic in
Canada and the U.S. in 2026 and 2030, respectively.

e Even with the negotiated prices through the Inflation Reduction Act program, the U.S. will still pay more
than double, and sometimes five times more, what other high-income countries pay for the same drugs,
according to a recent analysis.

e Another study about the Inflation Reduction Act program evaluates the accuracy of CMS’ claim that they
would have saved $6B last year if the program had been in place then. The authors conclude that CMS
overstated the savings because net prices and utilization of selected drugs will continue to change, and
the new Medicare Part D benefit design includes mandatory discounts that CMS will absorb for the
negotiated drugs —and CMS didn’t take that cost into account.

e While rebates limited drug price increases for insurers, consumers’ out-of-pocket costs grew by a faster
rate from 2007-2020, according to a study published in Health Affairs.

PAYERS

e  After a partial launch last year, UnitedHealthcare (UHC) announced the details of their prior
authorization Gold-Card Program that will be offered to in-network providers across all of their business



https://vcwire.tech/2024/08/29/araya-ventures-holds-first-10-9m-close-of-super-angel-fund/
https://vcwire.tech/2024/09/02/harmonix-fund-iii-close-approaching/
https://techcrunch.com/2024/05/07/samsung-medison-to-aqcuire-french-ai-ultrasound-startup-sonio-for-92-7m/
https://www.finsmes.com/2024/08/noetik-closes-40m-series-a-financing.html
https://www.finsmes.com/2024/08/piramidal-raises-6m-in-seed-funding.html
https://www.finsmes.com/2024/08/psychogenics-receives-3m-sbir-grant.html
https://tech.eu/2024/09/03/doccla-bags-35m-for-european-expansion/
https://www.finsmes.com/2024/09/segmed-raises-10-4m-in-series-a-funding.html
https://www.axios.com/pro/fintech-deals/2024/09/04/flex-d2c-health-account-payments-seed
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/hcsc-offers-simplified-health-care-coverage-option-302236864.html
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2024/08/aha-urges-hrsa-to-take-immediate-enforcement-action-to-block-johnson-and-johnson-illegal-imposition-of-340b-rebate-model-letter-8-28-2024.pdf
https://www.healthcarefinancenews.com/news/aha-wants-jj-face-monetary-penalties-340b-plan
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/pharmacy/sandoz-plans-2030-us-launch-for-ozempic-generic.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-will-still-pay-least-twice-much-after-negotiating-drug-prices-2024-09-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-will-still-pay-least-twice-much-after-negotiating-drug-prices-2024-09-03/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/finance/out-pocket-spending-prescriptions-grew-even-after-accounting-rebates-study
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2023.01344
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/unitedhealthcares-national-gold-card-5-things-to-know.html
https://www.uhcprovider.com/en/prior-auth-advance-notification/gold-card.html
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lines. Physicians that have submitted at least 10 prior authorization requests for eligible procedures over
each of the past two years — with a 92% or higher UHC approval rate — can submit an "advance
notification" and skip the prior authorization process for certain services. The program starts on October
1, 2024.

o UHC will conduct assessments of providers’ qualification annually, and they may lose their status
for a number of reasons like patient safety and quality, or failure to respond promptly to
information requests.

STAT’s third article investigating UnitedHealth Group claims the insurer bought a medical group in
Connecticut and transformed it to prioritize physicals and wellness visits to increase coding for higher MA
payments, and reducing availabilities to see patients who were actually sick.

The Employee Benefits Research Institute released a report that showcased increasing interest in self-
insurance of health plans among small and medium-sized employers.

ProPublica launched a new investigation against payers’ and why mental health providers often do not
contract with insurers.

Consultants at Milliman, one the world’s largest actuarial and consulting firms, stated at a recent PBM
conference that recent changes to the Medicare Advantage Star rating system will make it harder for
plans to achieve higher ratings and therefore will reduce payments to MA plans. Changes to the risk-
adjusted adherence measures and Health Equity Index, which will focus on social risk factors, will have
the largest impact on plans.

GoHealth, a health insurance marketplace, is acquiring Medicare-focused e-TeleQuote. In 2023,
GoHealth invested heavily in its data science platform, Encompass, saying that it drove 75% of its 2024
enrollment.

PROVIDERS

UnitedHealthcare and HCA Healthcare finalized contract terms to keep HCA’s 38 hospitals and affiliated
locations in-network only hours ahead of their Sept. 1 deadline.

Hospitals’ operating margins increased from June to July with increasing demand for both -patient and
outpatient services, according to data from analytics company Strata.

o Kaufman Hall’s July report concluded that hospitals’ monthly operating margin index was 3.8%
and named “stability” as the theme for hospital operating margins in 2024.

Integrated health plan and system UPMC reported a $313M operating loss for the first half of 2024,
citing restructuring efforts, high volumes and utilization, and falling membership due to Medicaid
redeterminations as contributors.

Even with the total number of healthcare workers expected to reach 18.6M by 2028, according to a study
by Mercer, there will still be a shortage of 100,000 providers and uneven staffing shortages that vary
across state lines and by occupational roles will likely exacerbate practitioner burnout and pressure on
health facilities.

This week, The Wall Street Journal reported on a study that was retracted in late June showing that a
blood test could diagnose cancer by detecting certain microbes. Before the study was discredited, the
new and clinically significant finding attracted investors and ~600 research papers relied on it. The study,
published in 2020, used a form of Al to discover microbial DNA indicative of particular cancers,
demonstrates the pitfalls of using Al when it is used to assist with scientific data analysis.

o Dr. Laurie Glimcher is stepping down as Dana-Farber Cancer Institute president and CEO and will
be replaced by Dr. Benjamin Levine Ebert, chair of the Department of Medical Oncology,
effective October 1. The Institute is credited with the development of 51% of all cancer drugs
approved by the FDA in the last five years, but Dr. Glimcher was also the co-author of several
retracted studies exposed by the WSJ.

PAYERS & PROVIDERS (M&A)


https://www.uhcprovider.com/content/dam/provider/docs/public/prior-auth/gold/UHC-Gold-Card-CPT-List.pdf
https://www.statnews.com/2024/08/28/unitedhealth-optum-prohealth-physicians-care-squeezed-for-profit-doctors-say/?utm_campaign=health_care_inc&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=322491240&utm_content=322491240&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.ebri.org/content/new-research-finds-increasing-number-of-self-insured-health-plans-in-small-and-medium-sized-businesses-but-a-decreasing-number-in-large-companies-since-passage-of-the-affordable-care-act-of-2010
https://projects.propublica.org/why-i-left-the-network/?utm_campaign=health_care_inc&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=322491240&utm_content=322491240&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.managedhealthcareexecutive.com/view/medicare-star-ratings-could-drop-with-focus-on-equity-pbmi-2024
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2025-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-rate-announcement
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2025-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-rate-announcement
https://www.gohealth.com/gohealth-acquiring-e-telequote-strengthening-position-as-leading-medicare-insurance-marketplace/
https://www.pymnts.com/acquisitions/2024/gohealth-to-acquire-e-telequote-to-expand-health-insurance-marketplace/
https://www.etelequote.com/
https://investors.gohealth.com/static-files/7a9c45e2-0694-429e-b6ab-854ab01daec9
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/unitedhealthcare-hca-healthcare-settle-contract-dispute-narrowly-avoiding-coverage
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/hospital-operating-margins-july-strata/725525/
https://www.stratadecision.com/monthly-healthcare-industry-financial-benchmarks/
https://www.kaufmanhall.com/sites/default/files/2024-09/KH-NHFR_Report-July-2024-Metrics.pdf
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/finance/the-theme-of-hospital-finances-in-2024-per-kaufman-hall.html
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/finance/mounting-insurance-expenses-restructuring-drag-upmc-313m-h1-operating-loss
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/healthcare-worker-shortage-2028/725865/
https://www.mercer.com/en-us/insights/talent-and-transformation/attracting-and-retaining-talent/future-of-the-us-healthcare-industry/
https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/cancer-study-retracted-research-fallout-9573f842
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2095-1.epdf?sharing_token=LssjG0z0tGN52OQnYZNyw9RgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0ORDTuWDfkhyp1pLE06lvbh5LoqBazlwhjVST7qvrrjLaDKaXlQJ89u_7E22HH1KZXU-R2schEoc2_95fqT5FcoLvd3EUBwHj4BMJDIsRC4IU_v5kxB3RjsrWqIuZMYhtrA1jnfx3tU0vh3YlLVqPIwTprPqyx0VHUIzUaUbzOTGw%3D%3D&tracking_referrer=www.wsj.com
https://www.science.org/content/article/major-errors-alleged-landmark-study-used-microbes-identify-cancers
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00202-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00202-9
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e Jefferson Health and Lehigh Valley closed their $14B merger, forming one of the largest not-for-profit
health systems in the U.S. with 32 hospitals.

MEDICAID

e More very young children are being enrolled in Medicaid than ever before. A new Health Affairs
Forefront article summarizes the causes and consequences of coverage gaps, the benefits of stable
coverage, and current state activity on continuous enrollment policies.

HEALTH EQUITY & SDOH

e Patients with less resources — such as less education, lower income, or no health insurance — were less
likely to challenge their medical bills, despite such challenges often leading to some form of financial
relief, according to a recent study.



https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/jefferson-health-lehigh-valley-health-network-targeting-14b-30-hospital-merger
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/momentum-growing-stabilize-coverage-medicaid-and-chip-young-children
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/uninsured-lower-education-contesting-medical-bills-jama-health-forum/725883/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2822788
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