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MyMaverick Roundup  
In case you missed it, MyMaverick subscribers received several updates in the last few weeks: 

• A summary of the U.S. House Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Health hearing 

• A guest blog post from Lisa Beilamowicz 

• Maverick’s Market Update for June-August 2025 

 

General Federal News 
• Yesterday, Charlie Kirk, a 31-year-old right-leaning political activist and co-founder of Turning Point 

USA, was assassinated in Utah. We mention this non-health care news here because it is setting off a 
new moment of deep political divide. Charlie was close with President Trump, Vice President JD 
Vance, and others in the Trump inner circle. It was his organization that hosted the rally where HHS 
Secretary Kennedy first endorsed President Trump’s candidacy in 2024. Many media outlets are 
echoing the warning issued by The Wall Street Journal’s editorial board: This is a now dangerous 
moment for the country, which could descend into a cycle of political violence that would be hard to 
arrest. 

• Because of the Charlie Kirk assassination, other big health care news this week will be buried -- 
including the dramatic vaccine-related news in the Payers and Providers section. For now, this WAS 
the big news of the week: 
o The American Academy of Family Physicians released a scathing statement about HHS Secretary 

Kennedy, calling for President Trump to remove him from office. 
o The Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) Commission released a 20-page strategy with 128 

recommendations about how to combat childhood chronic disease, including a real-world data 
platform linking claims information, EHRs, and wearables data to track chronic disease trends. 
More here, here, here, including how some MAHA supporters feel like the report was a missed 
opportunity.  

o HHS Secretary Kennedy plans to release a report on the causes of autism, reportedly linking 
prenatal Tylenol use to autism spectrum disorder and proposing folinic acid as a treatment. 
These claims contradict current medical consensus from the American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists.  

• The White House asked Congress to delay a potential government shutdown until January 31, 2026, 
according to Politico. This would allow agencies to run at their existing funding levels past the current 
expiration set for September 30, 2025. This White House requests comes as the House works through 
approving HHS funding bill, which the House Appropriations Committee added a provision to that 

https://www.maverickhealthpolicy.com/event-summary/u-s-house-energy-commerce-committee-examining-opportunities-to-advance-american-health-care-through-the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-technologies/
https://www.maverickhealthpolicy.com/mentor/9-2-2025-lisa-bielamowicz/
https://www.maverickhealthpolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Mavericks-Market-Update-June-August-25_20250902.pdf
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/playbook/2025/09/11/a-dark-moment-for-america-00557068?nname=playbook&nid=0000014f-1646-d88f-a1cf-5f46b7bd0000&nrid=0000014e-f114-dd93-ad7f-f915f09e0002
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-q1N6Akpz9c
https://x.com/JDVance/status/1965985360606888182?
https://x.com/JDVance/status/1965985360606888182?
https://x.com/SecKennedy/status/1965890767689540039
https://x.com/SecKennedy/status/1965890767689540039
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/charlie-kirk-murder-utah-turning-point-usa-ed29b982?mod=opinion_trendingnow_article_pos1
https://www.aafp.org/news/media-center/statements/family-physicians-call-on-president-to-reconsider-secretary-kennedys-ability-to-serve.html
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/maha-commission-report-childhood-disease-strategy.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/The-MAHA-Strategy-WH.pdf
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/maha-commissions-128-recommendations-kids-health-include-more-research-vaccines
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/09/09/nx-s1-5534412/rfk-maha-report-childrens-health
https://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2025-09-10/trump-children-healthy-kennedy-maha-report
https://thehill.com/homenews/5497123-maha-report-regulation/
https://www.axios.com/2025/09/05/rfk-jr-tylenol-autism-pregnancy-condition
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/rfk-jr-plans-link-tylenol-use-during-pregnancy-autism-wsj-reports-kenvue-shares-tumble
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/finance/white-house-seeks-to-push-government-shutdown-deadline-to-jan-31/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2025/09/09/your-roadmap-to-todays-hhs-budget-markup-00551590
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would block the new CMMI model, WISeR, from subjecting some traditional Medicare services to a 
prior authorization process. 

• The U.S. Supreme Court continues to weigh in on various Trump administration decisions, including:  
o Temporarily allowing President Trump to re-fire FTC Commissioner Rebecca Slaughter, pausing a 

lower court order for her reinstatement while the case proceeds. More here.  
o Allowing the termination of $800M in NIH research grants because the plaintiffs filed their 

claims in the wrong federal court, but also allowing a separate challenge to HHS’ authority about 
the grants to move forward. It is a confusing decision that could have major implications for 
other litigation about federal funding decisions, explained by staff at Georgetown Law School’s 
O’Neill Institute here.  

• The FTC withdrew its blanket ban on noncompete agreements, moving to “case-by-case” 
enforcement after conservative commissioners gained majority control. The agency issued a 60-day 
request for information to guide future enforcement, specifically asking healthcare employees and 
employers to comment on the scope of recent noncompete agreements. More here.  

 

Artificial Intelligence 
GENERAL NEWS 

• The Consumer Technology Association (CTA) published a new standard for developers and health 
systems to validate predictive AI tools, including information about data training and algorithm 
explainability. CTA announced the new standard at its annual Health AI+ event at the Hopkins Bloomberg 
Center.  

o CTA also published a report on how practitioners feel about AI tools and where they use them in 
daily tasks.  

• Colorado Governor Jared Polis signed the “AI Sunshine Act” into law during a special session, delaying 
implementation of the Colorado AI Act from February 1, 2026 to June 30, 2026. Colorado’s 
comprehensive AI law, enacted in May of last year, still requires risk management programs, impact 
assessments, and public disclosures for high-risk AI systems. The delay marks a win for big tech 
companies like Amazon and Google that urged lawmakers to revise the AI oversight framework. 

• Anthropic endorsed California’s AI transparency bill SB 53, which would require frontier model 
developers to publish safety frameworks, release public security reports, and strengthen whistleblower 
protections for employees raising concerns about risk before deployment.  

o In August, CTA lobbied against the bill in a letter to Governor Gavin Newsom, arguing that its 
third-party audit requirements would create a burdensome compliance system and that AI 
regulation of this scope should be handled at the federal level.  

• At a Washington Post in-person event in Washington, D.C., discussing the future of AI in healthcare, 
Representative Ami Bera (D-CA) said members of Congress want to establish a select subcommittee on AI 
to give the public visibility into how lawmakers learn about the technology. Rep. Bera also called for 
guardrails to address rapidly evolving AI systems and suggested modeling a national framework after 
state efforts, naming California and Colorado as examples of states with more advanced AI laws. 

• Senator Josh Hawley (R-MO) warned attendees at the National Conservatism Conference about threats 
AI poses to working-class Americans. Sen. Hawley argued policies should “make AI work for people, not 
the other way around” and protect individual freedoms.   

https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2025/09/11/prior-auth-catches-congressional-heat-00557031
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/wiser
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/08/john-roberts-rebecca-slaughter-trump-firing-00550758
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/scotus-temporarily-allows-firing-ftcs-lone-democrat
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/unpacking-supreme-court-s-decision-over-nih-funding
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/ftc-asks-public-weigh-case-case-regulation-employers-noncompetes
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2025/09/federal-trade-commission-issues-request-information-employee-noncompete-agreements
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/ftc-drops-biden-era-noncompete-ban-promises-continued-enforcement/759586/
https://www.cta.tech/standards/performance-verification-and-validation-for-predictive-health-ai-solutions/
https://www.cta.tech/research/ai-s-impact-and-opportunity-among-healthcare-practitioners/
https://www.govtech.com/artificial-intelligence/colorado-passes-bill-amending-current-ai-legislation
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2024a_205_signed.pdf
https://progresschamber.org/resources/letter-to-co-lawmakers-delay-implementation-of-the-ai-act-sb-205/
https://www.anthropic.com/news/anthropic-is-endorsing-sb-53
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB53/id/3147801
https://x.com/CTATech/status/1964005445720293505
https://www.cta.tech/media/mynhwuje/cta-letter-to-governor-newsom-on-ai-legislation-8-12-25.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/2025/09/09/how-ai-could-transform-future-medicine/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/us-rep-ami-bera-looks-home-state-california-federal-ai-framework
https://www.hawley.senate.gov/icymi-senator-hawley-warns-ai-threatens-the-working-man-at-natcon5/
https://www.nationalreview.com/news/josh-hawley-issues-stark-warning-on-the-threat-ai-poses-to-human-dignity/
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• After meeting with OpenAI’s legal team, California Attorney General Rob Bonta and Delaware Attorney 
General Kathy Jennings sent a letter to OpenAI’s board demanding stronger protections for children 
interacting with AI chatbots.  

o This is the latest in a series of responses to the death a California teenager who interacted with 
ChatGPT, including discussion during last week’s U.S. House Energy & Commerce hearing on AI in 
healthcare. See Maverick’s summary of the hearing here.  

• A Microsoft executive predicted that AI’s ability to help patients understand different treatment options 
and potential outcomes is rapidly approaching, during a panel discussion at the company’s alumni 
conference in Redmond, WA.  

• Senator Adam Schiff (D-CA) asked for details from Trump administration officials about implementing the 
White House AI Action Plan and how accelerating data center construction on federal land will impact 
the environment.   

• Hospitals should face enterprise liability for negligent injuries, including AI-related harms, when they 
have access to adaptation and monitoring data, however, liability should shift to AI developers who 
withhold critical information, according to Harvard Law Professor and National Academy of Medicine 
member Glenn Cohen.  

• More patients are coming to appointments with AI-generated, rehearsed health histories, according to 
clinical psychologist Harvey Lieberman in a STAT op-ed. Dr. Lieberman explains how this creates friction 
in the patient-provider relationship and recommends that clinicians ask patients directly whether they 
used AI tools to understand symptoms or clinical recommendations before visits. 

• Omada Health, a virtual care platform for managing chronic conditions, published a white paper 
modeling AI/ML risks specific to healthcare organizations. The paper categorizes AI threats, including 
prompt injection, training data poisoning, and excessive agency.  

• Microsoft will integrate Anthropic’s AI models into Office 365 apps alongside existing OpenAI technology, 
diversifying its AI portfolio after years of primarily relying on OpenAI. Developers found Anthropic models 
outperformed OpenAI models at automating tasks, prompting Microsoft to pay Amazon Web Services 
for access to Anthropic’s technology.   

• Health systems are creating governance committees and frameworks to ensure safe technology 
deployment in the absence of federal guidance, according to a TechTarget article. The article references 
a Pacific AI survey that found 75% of respondents have implemented AI-use policies, while 59% have 
established dedicated AI governance roles, with systems like Mass General Brigham and University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences leading oversight efforts.   

• Revere Health, the largest independent physician-led healthcare organization in Utah, named the recent 
adoption of machine learning and automated claims processing platforms as a driver of upcoming 
company layoffs.  

ADMINISTRATIVE APPLICATIONS 

• WellSpan Health expanded its collaboration with General Catalyst, partnering with the venture capital 
firm’s Health Assurance Transformation Corporation (HATCo) to develop AI solutions for revenue cycle 
management, workforce automation, and personalized care delivery.  

• Hippocratic AI partnered with University Hospitals to deploy conversational AI agents in nondiagnostic 
use cases across the academic health systems network.  

• Primary Health Solutions will deploy SoundHound AI’s conversational AI platform to help with patient 
scheduling, confirmations, and cancellations. This partnership makes PHS one of the first federally 
qualified health centers to use AI agents for patient engagement.  

• Cedars-Sinai will deploy Regard’s AI-powered documentation tool at two hospitals in California, helping 
providers extract diagnostics insights from patient charts and draft notes before visits. 

CLINICAL APPLICATIONS 

https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-openai-harm-children-will-not-be-tolerated
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/health-subcommittee-examining-opportunities-to-advance-american-health-care-through-the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-technologies
https://www.maverickhealthpolicy.com/event-summary/u-s-house-energy-commerce-committee-examining-opportunities-to-advance-american-health-care-through-the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-technologies/
https://www.geekwire.com/2025/a-righteous-shift-in-patient-power-at-microsoft-alumni-event-execs-foresee-ai-reinventing-healthcare/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/news-sen-schiff-senate-democrats-urge-trump-admin-to-balance-technological-innovation-with-longstanding-environmental-protections-in-permitting-of-ai-data-centers/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Americas-AI-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www.theregreview.org/2025/09/07/spotlight-examining-the-evolving-landscape-of-medical-ai/
http://www.statnews.com/2025/09/08/chatbots-patients-diagnosis-dr-google-story/
https://resourcecenter.omadahealth.com/for-employers/promise-to-map
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/microsoft-buy-ai-anthropic-shift-183428275.html
https://pacific.ai/2025-ai-governance-survey/
https://www.abc4.com/news/wasatch-front/transitions-ai-mass-layoffs-healthcare-company/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/wellspan-general-catalyst-expand-partnership-test-out-and-scale-ai-tech
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250910841321/en/University-Hospitals-and-Hippocratic-AI-Collaborate-to-Advance-Patient-Outcomes-Through-Safe-Patient-Facing-AI
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250904534750/en/Primary-Health-Solutions-Deploys-SoundHounds-AI-Agent-Platform-for-Enhanced-Patient-Experience
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/regard-and-cedars-sinai-partner-to-improve-patient-outcomes-and-financial-sustainability-302550002.html
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• GE HealthCare will acquire icometrix, developer of AI-powered brain imaging analysis for neurological 
disorders like Alzheimer’s disease. icometrix’s platform includes an FDA-cleared AI computer tool to 
detect side effects from amyloid-specific Alzheimer’s therapies.   

o Separately, GE HealthCare received FDA clearance for its cardiac imaging system with AI-
powered workflow automation features.  

• AI-powered pathology company Proscia announced a new platform that connects patients with 
therapies using tissue image analysis, AI-derived biomarkers, molecular test results, and clinical records 
from a network of labs.  

• Australia-based medtech company Astryx received FDA 510(k) clearance for its AI-enabled coronary CT 
angiogram, allowing the company to market its software-as-a-service in the U.S.  

• Robotics medtech developer Microbot received FDA 510(k) clearance for its remotely operated 
peripheral endovascular robotic system, which helps physicians navigate to target in procedures.  

RESEARCH APPLICATIONS 

• Eli Lilly launched TuneLab, a new program letting early-stage biotech companies use its federated-
learning platform to develop their own predictive drug models after contributing training data to the 
collective program. More here.  

• In late August, Stanford University Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence announced a new research 
center focused on developing AI to improve evidence-based psychotherapies. Funded by an $11.5M NIH 
grant, the initiative wants to leverage AI in post-traumatic stress disorder treatment gaps.  

• Eli Lilly partnered with AI/ML-enabled biotech Lila Biologics to research and develop tumor-targeting 
radiopharmaceuticals using Lila’s radiotherapy platform. Lila also launched its long-acting injectables 
platform for non-oncology diseases, with both platforms powered by the company’s proprietary protein 
design framework.   

• Newly-launched biotech startup Corsera Health unveiled a causal AI tool that predicts lifetime 
cardiovascular disease risk, offering an alternative to traditional ten-year cardiovascular disease models. 
The company is also developing an RNA interference therapy targeting cholesterol and blood pressure 
markers.  

• Mount Sinai researchers developed AEquity, a tool that helps reduce biases in healthcare datasets used 
to train ML models. Tested on medical images, patient health records, and data from public health 
surveys, the tool identifies biases that can skew predicted diagnoses and risk scores.   
 

  Digital Health  
GENERAL  

• The FDA’s Digital Health Advisory Committee—a group of external advisors on complicated digital health 
issues—will reportedly meet on November 6, 2025, according to STAT News.  

• After eleven years at the FDA and most recently serving as the acting director of the Digital Health Center 
of Excellence, Sonja Fulmer joined Mayo Clinic as the senior director of health policy. 

o Back in May, Micky Tripathi joined Mayo Clinic as Chief Artificial Intelligence Implementation 
Officer after serving as the Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy for the Biden 
administration. 

• Pear Suite, a digital health company empowering community health workers to address social 
determinants of health challenges, is partnering with Instacart to expand a pilot that offers nutrition 
education, SNAP enrollment, and access to Instacart grocery stipends and deliveries to Medicaid 
beneficiaries.  

https://www.icometrix.com/post/ge-healthcare-announces-intent-to-acquire-icometrix-to-strengthen-neurology-portfolio-with-brain-mri
https://cardiovascularbusiness.com/topics/cardiac-imaging/computed-tomography-ct/fda-clears-ge-revolution-vibe-ct-scanner-aimed-rapidly-growing-ccta-market
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2025/09/08/3145813/0/en/Proscia-Unveils-Aperture-Making-the-Moment-of-Diagnosis-the-Gateway-to-Life-Saving-Treatments-for-More-Patients.html
https://www.mobihealthnews.com/news/anz/asx-firms-collect-510k-medical-imaging-ai-solutions-and-more-briefs
https://ir.microbotmedical.com/news-releases/news-release-details/microbot-medicalr-receives-fda-510k-clearance-its-libertyr
https://www.fiercebiotech.com/biotech/lilly-invites-biotechs-use-its-new-ai-platform-help-develop-their-drugs
https://www.statnews.com/2025/09/09/eli-lilly-ai-tunelab-biotech-drug-insitro/
https://hai.stanford.edu/news/new-center-to-drive-ai-innovation-in-ptsd-treatment
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2025/09/04/3144572/0/en/lila-biologics-announces-collaboration-with-lilly-for-radioligand-therapy-discovery-and-development.html
https://www.fiercebiotech.com/biotech/aiming-disrupt-cardiovascular-space-2-industry-vets-unveil-boston-biotech-preventative-rnai
https://www.mountsinai.org/about/newsroom/2025/new-ai-tool-addresses-accuracy-and-fairness-in-data-to-improve-health-algorithms
https://www.statnews.com/2025/09/05/fda-digital-health-advisory-committee-november-meeting/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sonjafulmer/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/micky-tripathi/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250909725277/en/Pear-Suite-and-Instacart-Partner-to-Increase-Access-to-Food-Resources-for-Medicaid-Populations-Across-the-Country
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• WeightWatchers is partnering with Queen Latifah to launch a new menopause program.  

• Corewell Health patients who used chronic disease digital health services from Nudj Health 
demonstrated improvements, including reductions in depression and anxiety scores, increases in exercise 
capacity, as well as weight loss.  

• A customized, short message service (SMS) counseling platform increased weekly walking minutes 
among adults, comparable to those receiving similar counseling via telephone, according to a study 
published in JAMA Network Open.  

TELEHEALTH 

• Extending pandemic-era flexibilities to allow Medicare beneficiaries better access to telehealth services 
is the goal of the re-introduced bipartisan bill: the Telehealth Modernization Act. Without 
Congressional action, telehealth flexibilities will expire on September 30, 2025.  More here. 

• Patients who received Omada’s wraparound weight loss services maintained their weight loss after 
discontinuing GLP-1s for one year, according to data from the digital chronic care company.  

• Linguistic barriers can be a challenge for those seeking serious illness care through telehealth, according 
to a study indicating these inequities must be addressed.  

WEARABLES  

• Apple announced its new Series 11 Apple Watch will include features to track chronic high blood 
pressure, send hypertension notifications, generate sleep scores, and offer a “Workout Buddy” for 
personalized fitness motivation. More here.  

o Apple also unveiled new sensors in its AirPods Pro 3 that will be able to track heart rate and 
calories burned in up to 50 different types of workouts.  

o Apple competitor Samsung plans to launch an “AI Healthcare Coach” feature before the end of 
2025, but has only announced its “sleep health” features for its Galaxy Watch8 series so far. 

REMOTE PATIENT MONITORING 

• Phillips launched a new data-driven platform for cardiac monitoring to reduce challenges related to 
staffing and management. 

• Senseonics announced their plans to take back commercial control of the Eversense CGM from Ascensia, 
its distribution partner, to support the launch of its implantable sensor.   

MOVING CARE HOME 

• Over 140 hospitals and healthcare organizations sent a letter urging Congress to extend the CMS’ 
hospital-at-home reimbursement waiver beyond 2025.  

 

  Interoperability and Health IT 
FEDERAL NEWS 

• In the latest effort to incentivize health data availability and exchange, HHS announced that its Office of 
Inspector General (OIG) and ASTP/ONC will enforce information blocking rule violations -- urging the 
public to report violations. More here.  

o In a separate enforcement alert, HHS said the OIG would impose civil monetary penalties of up 
to $1 million per violation.  

• ASTP/ONC released a report on the use of data standards for laboratory data exchange and the impact 
on lab workflow -- from lab test orders through sharing the results with patients, providers, and public 
health agencies. To assist with existing challenges, the agency suggests requiring laboratories to conform 

https://corporate.ww.com/news/news-details/2025/Queen-Latifah-Named-Spokeswoman-as-WeightWatchers-Launches-First-Comprehensive-Menopause-Program/default.aspx
https://newsroom.corewellhealth.org/NudjHealth
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2838488
https://www.scott.senate.gov/media-center/press-releases/scott-schatz-introduce-bill-to-protect-and-increase-telehealth-options-for-americans/
https://rollcall.com/2025/09/03/key-house-committee-lays-groundwork-for-health-extenders/
https://telehealthresourcecenter.org/resources/the-telehealth-policy-cliff-preparing-for-october-1-2025/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/omada-finds-patients-maintain-weight-loss-after-stopping-glp-1s
https://resourcecenter.omadahealth.com/white-papers/weight-maintenance-is-possible-after-glp-1s-with-the-right-support
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2838444
https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2025/09/apple-debuts-apple-watch-series-11-featuring-groundbreaking-health-insights/
https://www.fiercebiotech.com/medtech/apple-aims-catch-1-million-hypertension-cases-1-year-new-apple-watch
https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2025/09/introducing-airpods-pro-3-the-ultimate-audio-experience/
https://www.androidpolice.com/samsung-ai-healthcare-coach-for-wearables-2025/
https://news.samsung.com/global/samsung-highlights-sleep-and-wellness-innovations-at-world-sleep-2025
https://www.mobihealthnews.com/news/philips-launches-telemetry-platform-cardiac-monitoring
https://www.fiercebiotech.com/medtech/senseonics-retake-eversense-cgm-commercial-control-ascensia-diabetes-care
https://movinghealthhome.org/mhh-leads-140-health-care-stakeholders-urging-congress-to-secure-long-term-future-of-hospital-at-home-care/
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/140-organizations-urge-congress-extend-hospital-home-program
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/hhs-crackdown-health-data-blocking.html
https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/hhs-says-its-boosting-resources-information-blocking
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/information-blocking/enforcement-alert
https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/standards/laboratory-data-standards-for-interoperability
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to common standards and recommends participation in the Trusted Exchange Framework and Common 
Agreement (TEFCA).  

INDUSTRY NEWS 

• A federal court refused to dismiss a lawsuit against Epic, allowing Particle Health to pursue its claim that 
Epic illegally blocked it from accessing health data. The case is being watched closely by every IT vendor 
and stakeholder who needs access to data held in Epic’s dominant electronic health record system, which 
has a 42% market share of the hospital sector. 

• The Sequoia Project, is hosting an all-day workshop on data usability with AHIMA, featuring Oracle and a 
discussion about lab data interoperability by the University of Wisconsin on Tuesday, September 23. 
More here.  

• Today, Oracle Health plans to introduce a new suite of AI-powered applications to increase automation 
in prior authorizations, reduce claims denials, and enhance care coordination between payers and 
providers to improve value-based care initiatives. This announcement comes three weeks after a similar 
announcement by its primary competitor, Epic. 

• Phreesia, a “patient activation” company that offers solutions for processes like registration and 
scheduling, will acquire healthcare payment solution company, AccessOne, for $160M.  

• athenahealth announced several new AI features to its EHR designed to simplify clinician workflows, 
including predictive diagnoses, ambient notetaking capabilities, and health information exchange 
documentation ingestion and summarization.  

• Headway, an EHR for mental health providers, announced new features including AI-assisted notes 
that take clinician inputs and help formatting for insurance submissions.  

• Eliminating the Anti-Kickback Statute and the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 would 
promote interoperability by limiting profit incentives for health IT companies and lower healthcare costs 
by allowing states to regulate employer-sponsored insurance contracts, according to Zus Health CEO 
Jonathan Bush in a Fierce Healthcare opinion piece. 

• Smile Digital Health and MCG Health are integrating their respective platforms to provide the FHIR-
based API capabilities required for payers under CMS’ Interoperability and Prior Authorization final rule.   

DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY  

• U.S. Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) is asking the FTC to investigate Microsoft for its role in the 2024 
ransomware attack on Ascension hospitals. 

• Cybercriminals are abusing AI through ransomware and data-extortion attacks to hurt the healthcare 
industry. Over the previous month, 17 organizations have reported their data has been extracted. 

• The U.S. House Oversight Committee is investigating CVS Health for allegedly using HIPAA-protected data 
to lobby a Louisiana bill. A letter regarding this was sent to CVS Health CEO David Joyner.   

 

 Investments 
AI INVESTMENTS 
• Bain Capital merged HealthEdge and UST HealthProof under HealthEdge. This will combine AI payer 

applications and interoperability for streamlined administrative processes, lower costs, and a better user 
experience.  

• Prominence Advisors acquired Tegra Analytics to expand data modernization and infrastructure 
management efforts through AI-driven analytics.  

https://www.statnews.com/2025/09/08/epic-particle-health-monopoly-antitrust-discovery-ehr/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/particle-healths-antitrust-lawsuit-against-epic-moves-forward-after-judge-dismisses
https://sequoiaproject.org/the-sequoia-project-announces-detailed-agenda-of-virtual-data-usability-workshop-co-sponsored-by-ahima/
https://sequoiaproject.org/data-usability-taking-root-virtual-workshop/
https://www.wboy.com/business/press-releases/cision/20250911SF71177/oracle-health-to-enable-accelerated-payer-provider-collaboration-advanced-value-based-care/
https://www.epicshare.org/share-and-learn/community-care-plan-tapestry-link
https://www.epicshare.org/share-and-learn/community-care-plan-tapestry-link
https://www.phreesia.com/news/phreesia-to-acquire-accessone-expanding-its-suite-of-payment-solutions/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250909029187/en/athenahealth-Unveils-Next-Generation-AI-Native-EHR-Solution-athenaClinicals-to-Simplify-Clinician-Experience-for-Ambulatory-Practices
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/headway-expands-ehr-ai-assisted-notes-embedded-telehealth
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/op-ed-burn-it-down-and-build-it-new-surprisingly-realistic-way-fix-healthcare
https://www.mobihealthnews.com/news/smile-digital-health-mcg-health-team-help-payers-meet-cms-final-rule-mandates
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2025-09-10/wyden-says-microsoft-flaws-led-to-hack-of-us-hospital-system-mfdt6mkb
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/ron-wyden-letter-federal-trade-commission-microsoft-ascension-cyberattack-ransomware/759817/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/healthcare-information-technology/ai/cybercriminals-weaponize-ai-agents-against-healthcare/
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/house-republicans-cvs-louisiana-lobbying-probe-hipaa/759427/
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/CVS-Txt-Lobbying-Letter_09.04.2025.pdf
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/bain-capital-rolls-healthedge-and-ust-healthproof-combine-payer-ai-tech
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/prominence-advisors-acquires-tegra-analytics-marking-entry-into-life-sciences-302541431.html
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• Ketryx, a regulatory compliance automation platform for life sciences companies, raised $39M in Series B 
funding to expand its AI-powered documentation tools for companies working on regulatory applications 
for software as a service and other AI-enabled devices.   

• Optain Health, an AI-enabled retinal disease detection company, secured $26M in Series A funding with 
support from seven health systems, including Northwell Health and UPMC. Funding will help scale the 
company's U.S. operations and expand access to noninvasive eye disease screening options.   

• Hello Patient, a developer of generative AI agents for patient conversations, raised $22.5M in Series A 
funding, bringing the total valuation of the health tech startup to $100M.   

• Revalia Bio, a biotech startup focused on preclinical drug testing using human organs, raised $14.5M in 
seed funding.   

• Pathwork, a platform that automates insurance sales with predictive and generative AI, raised $3.5M in 
seed funding to accelerate adoption among health insurance brokers.   

• XiFin, an AI-enabled healthcare RCM and clinical workflow automation platform, announced a new 
growth capital investment led by Goldman Sachs. The company also added Blackstone senior advisor and 
health IT expert Jeff Margolis to its board.   

DIGITAL HEALTH  

• Strive Health, a value-based kidney care company, raised $300M in Series D funding and added $250M in 
debt financing to advance its AI technology and broaden its collaboration with providers and payers.   

 

  Payers and Providers 
VACCINE-RELATED NEWS:  
• HHS Secretary Kennedy reportedly plans to appoint seven new members to the CDC's Advisory 

Committee on Immunization Practices, several of whom have been critical of vaccines. 
o Susan Monarez, the CDC director that HHS Kennedy just fired over disagreements about the 

vaccine advisory committee and other vaccine controversies, will testify next week before the 
U.S. Senate HELP Committee. 

o Former CDC Director Rochelle Walensky advised individuals to consult medical societies, 
hospitals, or healthcare providers for vaccine guidance, warning the CDC’s vaccine information is 
no longer trustworthy, in a STAT op-ed.  

o Massachusetts Governor Maura Healey announced that the state will require insurers to cover 
vaccines as outlined by Massachusetts rather than relying on CDC recommendations, citing 
concerns about federal public health leadership under HHS Secretary Kennedy. 

o Because of the vaccine controversies and other issues, multiple medical societies are calling for 
the removal of HHS Secretary Kennedy from his post: More here, here, here, and here. 

• The CDC plans to award a sole-source contract to Harris Telecom to conduct a large-scale study on 
Americans' perspectives around vaccines and drivers of trust in vaccine decision-making, citing the 
vendor's unique capability to target specific populations within an accelerated timeline.  

• The HHS Office for Civil Rights issued a letter to state Vaccines for Children Program participants 
reinforcing that providers must respect state religious and conscience exemptions from vaccine 
mandates, including objections to vaccines derived from aborted fetal cell lines. HHS said in a statement 
that the action is part of a broader effort to strengthen enforcement of conscience and religious exercise 
protections. 

• Two dozen representatives from the NIH’s Council of Councils will meet with NIH Director Jay 
Bhattacharya on September 11-12, which could include discussions about mRNA research funding cuts 

https://www.medtechdive.com/news/ai-ketryx-raises-39m-funding/759375/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/optain-health-closes-26-million-series-a-to-bring-oculomics-to-primary-care-and-beyond-302551962.html
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/hello-patient-secures-225m-investors-bet-ai-voice-agent-growth
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/revalia-bio-raises-14-5m-140000148.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/pathwork-raises-3-5m-to-replace-decades-old-insurance-workflows-with-ai-302550577.html
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250903291755/en/XiFin-Accelerates-AI-Driven-RCM-Future-with-New-Growth-Funding-and-Addition-of-Visionary-Leader-Jeff-Margolis-to-Its-Board
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/strive-health-lands-550m-investment-build-out-ai-tools-grow-multi-specialty-services
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/03/kennedy-prepares-to-name-new-acip-members-00542750
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/hospital-management-administration/rfk-jr-to-name-7-new-vaccine-panel-members-4-notes/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5495155-fired-cdc-director-susan-monarez-to-testify-to-senate-panel/
https://www.statnews.com/2025/09/05/former-cdc-director-advises-against-current-cdc-guidance/
https://www.mass.gov/news/governor-healey-announces-immediate-steps-to-ensure-vaccine-availability-in-massachusetts-amid-trump-rfk-rollbacks
https://www.mdlinx.com/article/docs-divided-after-aafp-calls-for-urgent-check-on-rfk-jr-leadership-its-about-damn-time-vs-its-too/1y3FubchX2rwXQnmuO6Ma7
https://www.medpagetoday.com/washington-watch/washington-watch/117400
https://www.vox.com/health/459226/rfk-jr-trump-covid-vaccine-ban
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/medical-and-public-health-leaders-demand-rfk-jrs-resignation-hhs-employees-also-join
https://sam.gov/workspace/contract/opp/d711051424344e45b4a21e5abcc7be9f/view
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ocr-nationwide-vaccine-letter.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/hhs-reinforces-religious-conscience-vaccine-exemptions.html
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/dr-fink-statement.html
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/future-pulse/2025/09/05/bhattacharya-to-convene-with-the-council-of-councils-00546549
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/future-pulse/2025/09/05/bhattacharya-to-convene-with-the-council-of-councils-00546549
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and the vaccine “hostility” whistleblower complaint filed last Wednesday by two NIH leaders now on 
administrative leave. 

DRUG PRICING 

• HHS and the FDA announced a plan to reform direct-to-consumer drug advertising, per a presidential 
memorandum. The FDA will create rules requiring drug manufacturers to include complete safety 
information in advertisements, strictly enforce DTC advertising with AI tools, and include social media 
and “AI-generated health content” in its oversight. The agency sent around 100 cease-and-desist letters 
and thousands of warning letters to companies it deemed to have misleading advertisements. More here 
and here, and be sure to check out this FDA Law Blog “fact sheet” about the announcement. 

• The HHS 340B drug discount program is causing hospitals to acquire outpatient clinics and prescribe 
more and higher-cost drugs, according to a new report from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office. PhRMA agrees.  

o A bipartisan group of 163 lawmakers is calling on HHS to cancel an upcoming pilot of after-the-
fact rebates for drugs hospitals purchase through the 340B Drug Discount Program. 

• The Morgan Stanley Global Healthcare Conference was held in New York this week where Cigna, which 
owns one of the largest PBMs, Express Scripts, discussed its plan to handle ongoing Congressional 
interest in PBM reform.  

o The National Alliance of Healthcare Purchaser Coalitions published a survey showing that one-
third of public and private employers it polled had their primary PBM contract with a 
transparent organization rather than one of the big three, and many more employers were 
considering a switch. 

• GLP-1s are highly cost-effective due to the downstream impacts they have on healthcare outcomes and 
spending. They are, however, placing a high burden on payers’ budgets, according to a draft report 
from the Institute for Clinical and Economic Review (ICER), an independent entity that evaluates the 
cost and clinical effectiveness of new drugs.  

PAYERS 

• CMS expanded eligibility for catastrophic health plans from people under the age of 30 to those ineligible 
for the ACA premium tax credits or cost-sharing reductions, including people with incomes below 100% 
and above 250% of the Federal Poverty Level. CMS referenced anticipated increases in premiums in 
2026, attributed to the expiration of enhanced premium tax credits, in a fact sheet. More here. 

• CMS sent a notice to MA plans saying it will not enforce a Biden administration rule requiring them to 
notify beneficiaries about the use of their supplemental benefits throughout the year.  

• Ten House Republicans co-sponsored a bill introduced by Representative Kiggans (R-VA) to extend 
enhanced ACA subsidies for one year until January 1, 2027, maintaining eligibility for households with 
incomes above 400% of the Federal Poverty Level. 

• CMS has not reported progress for its goal to hire 2,000 medical coders to review Medicare Advantage 
risk adjustment data by September 1, following its May announcement detailing expansions to its MA 
auditing efforts.  

• The HHS Office of Inspector General (OIG) released a report on Medicare beneficiaries’ access to 
diagnostic tests during public health emergencies. The OIG recommended that CMS require independent 
labs maintain emergency preparedness plans to protect beneficiaries’ access to testing in future public 
health emergencies.      

o A previous Pandemic Response Accountability Committee report prompted the OIG audit, 
showing Medicare paid over $550M for 8 million diagnostic tests from February – August 2020, 
with 50% of those tests performed at independent diagnostic labs. 

• The American Heart Association, American College of Cardiology, and other cardiologist stakeholders 
urged CMS to cover renal denervation, a new device-based hypertension treatment, during the public 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/04/health/nih-whistle-blower-complaints-vaccines-trump.html
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/hhs-fda-drug-ad-transparency.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/09/memorandum-for-the-secretary-of-health-and-human-services-the-commissioner-of-food-and-drugs/
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/hhs-fda-drug-ad-transparency-fact-sheet.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-launches-crackdown-deceptive-drug-advertising
https://www.thefdalawblog.com/2025/09/hpm-fact-sheet-ensuring-fda-and-hhs-are-held-accountable-for-radical-transparency-and-communicating-truthful-and-non-misleading-information-about-dtc-rx-drug-ad-crackdown/
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/cbo-340B-report-hospitals-spending/759677/
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/60661
https://phrma.org/blog/cbo-340b-program-costs-taxpayers-no-evidence-patients-benefit
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/163-bipartisan-lawmakers-tell-hhs-scrap-340b-rebate-pilot
https://www.morganstanley.com/insights/themes/global-healthcare-conference
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/cigna-execs-say-evernorth-poised-weather-eventual-pbm-reform
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/novo-lilly-obesity-meds-highly-cost-effective-likely-strain-budgets-icer-report
https://icer.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/ICER_Obesity_Draft-Report_For-Publication_090925.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/hhs-expands-access-affordable-health-insurance
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/aca-premium-hike-2026-kff/757038/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/expanding-access-health-insurance-consumers-gain-access-catastrophic-health-insurance-plans-2026
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/hhs-expands-catastrophic-plans-affordable-care-act/759273/
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/medicare-advantage/cms-pauses-ma-supplemental-benefit-notification-rule/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/04/aca-enhanced-tax-credits-extension-00544565
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5145
https://kiggans.house.gov/posts/kiggans-suozzi-lead-effort-to-prevent-soaring-health-care-premiums-for-thousands-of-virginians
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/medicare-advantage/cms-medicare-advantage-audit-expansion-hits-a-snag/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-rolls-out-aggressive-strategy-enhance-and-accelerate-medicare-advantage-audits#:~:text=Enhanced%20Technology%3A%20CMS%20will%20deploy,flagged%20diagnoses%20to%20ensure%20accuracy.
https://oig.hhs.gov/documents/audit/10938/A-09-23-03003.pdf
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/Renal-denervation-cardiologists-Medicare-coverage-NCD/759470/
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comment period for its proposed national coverage decision. The FDA approved two denervation devices 
by Medtronic and Recor Medical in late 2023. 

• Aetna and Optum settled an $8.4M class action lawsuit alleging they used “dummy codes” to disguise 
administrative expenses as medical charges, increasing patient out-of-pocket costs, in violation of their 
fiduciary duties under ERISA.  

• A class-action lawsuit alleged CVS Caremark unlawfully removed coverage of Eli Lilly’s GLP-1 agonist 
Zepbound from its formularies, preferring Novo Nordisk’s Wegovy. Plaintiffs argued that the drugs are 
not clinically interchangeable, and the PBM violated ERISA by substituting Zepbound when their 
providers deemed it medically necessary. 

• UnitedHealthcare reported strong Medicare Advantage performance, with 78% of its plans receiving 4+ 
star ratings, reflecting a positive outlook for future star ratings.  

• MedPAC found that increases in Medicare Advantage enrollment is not linked to lower hospital margins. 
This counters existing concerns about Medicare Advantage’s impact on hospitals. 

• Job switch: Vice President and Chief of Staff at CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield, Lester Davis, will be the 
new Chief of Staff for Maryland Governor Wes Moore.  

PROVIDERS 

• The AHA and other hospital groups released a letter asking Congress to prevent $8B in Medicaid 
disproportionate share hospital (DSH) program reductions scheduled for October 1, 2025. The letter 
highlighted that the DSH reductions would exacerbate the financial strain on hospitals caused by the 
future growth in the number of uninsured patients, low Medicaid reimbursements, and the changes to 
Medicaid implemented by the One Big Beautiful Bill Act.  

• While hospital operating margins are generally stable, profitability has been decreasing slightly over 
the last few months, according to a Kaufman Hall report.  

• Citing low patient volumes and staffing shortages, the Mayo Clinic is shutting down six clinics and 
reducing certain elective procedures at one of its hospitals to streamline its rural healthcare offerings.  

• Dr. Craig Albanese is leaving his role as CEO of Duke Health to serve as President of Integrated Care 
and Coverage at Kaiser Permanente, leading day-to-day operations for the health system.  

• Effective September 15, Teresa Edwards will serve as UVA Health’s interim CEO. Most recently, she 
was Senior Vice President and Regional President for Sentara Health’s Eastern division.  

• Medicare patients treated in hospital outpatient departments are sicker, more complex, and more often 
from rural and underserved communities than those in independent physician offices, according to a 
study commissioned by the AHA. The AHA released a statement advocating against site-neutral Medicare 
payments, citing the study in its statement. 

• The Medicare Resource-Based Relative Value Scale (RVS) undervalues the cognitive effort in primary care 
relative to specialty care, according to a Health Affairs Forefront article. The authors criticize the RVS 
Update Committee, which currently sets compensation levels for physician services, for a lack of 
transparency and recommend CMS or an independent third party formally assess the effort associated 
with physician services. 

PAYERS AND PROVIDERS (M&A) 

• The bankruptcy of Steward Health Care, a private equity-owned health system, revealed how federal, 
state, and industry regulations were ineffective at preventing a profit motive from compromising hospital 
facilities or patient care, according to a Health Affairs Forefront article co-authored by the interim 
Secretary of Health and Human Services for Massachusetts, Mary Beckman. The authors recommend 
more stringent quality and financial regulatory oversight, along with sufficient funding, to prevent 
financially strained hospital systems from shifting ownership to private equity. 

VALUE-BASED CARE 

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/ncacal-public-comments.aspx
https://www.medtechdive.com/news/medtronic-fda-approval-symplicity-renal-denervation/700316/
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/aetna-optum-dummy-codes-settlement/759469/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/cvs-caremark-hit-class-action-lawsuit-over-decision-drop-zepbound-formulary
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/unitedhealth-rises-positive-medicare-advantage-star-ratings-outlook
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/finance/medicare-advantage-enrollment-increases-not-tied-worse-hospital-margins-medpac-finds
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/finance/medicare-advantage-enrollment-increases-not-tied-worse-hospital-margins-medpac-finds
https://governor.maryland.gov/news/press/pages/Governor-Moore-Names-Lester-Davis-as-New-Chief-of-Staff.aspx
https://www.aha.org/lettercomment/2025-09-05-aha-national-hospital-groups-urge-congress-prevent-medicaid-dsh-cuts
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/hospitals-july-operating-margins-solid-slipping-kaufman-hall
https://www.kaufmanhall.com/insights/research-report/national-hospital-flash-report-july-2025-data?utm_source=agcy&utm_campaign=nhfr-report&utm_medium=pr&utm_term=july-nhfr-250908
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/mayo-clinic-close-6-clinics-consolidate-service-lines/759653/
https://about.kaiserpermanente.org/news/press-release-archive/craig-albanese-joins-as-president-integrated-care-coverage
https://newsroom.uvahealth.com/2025/09/09/teresa-l-edwards-interim-ceo-uva-health-university-medical-center/
https://www.aha.org/press-releases/2025-09-02-new-study-shows-hospital-outpatient-departments-treat-sicker-more-rural-lower-income-patients
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/valuing-cognitive-effort-primary-care-rebalancing-medicare-physician-payment
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/steward-debacle-legal-and-ethical-risks-new-breed-health-care-profits
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• Today, Oracle Health plans to introduce a new suite of AI-powered applications to increase automation 
in prior authorizations, reduce claims denials, and enhance care coordination between payers and 
providers to improve value-based care initiatives. This announcement comes three weeks after a similar 
announcement by its primary competitor, Epic. 

MEDICAID  

• CMS issued a guidance letter ahead of a final rule to give states time to adjust to a big change in 
Medicaid state-directed payments (SDPs) to hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, and academic medical 
centers. The One Big Beautiful Bill Act mandates that SDPs will be phased out – gradually decreasing by 
10% each year, so that Medicaid pays no more than Medicare rates in expansion states or 110% 
Medicare rates in non-expansion states. SDPs have been targeted as a wasteful spending by Republican 
influencers, but hospitals warn that it will reduce care for the most vulnerable in rural areas. More here, 
here. 

 

https://www.wboy.com/business/press-releases/cision/20250911SF71177/oracle-health-to-enable-accelerated-payer-provider-collaboration-advanced-value-based-care/
https://www.epicshare.org/share-and-learn/community-care-plan-tapestry-link
https://www.epicshare.org/share-and-learn/community-care-plan-tapestry-link
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-issues-guidance-strengthen-oversight-medicaid-state-directed-payments
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/managed-care/downloads/sdp-ltr-09092025.pdf
https://paragoninstitute.org/medicaid/improving-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-further-reducing-state-medicaid-money-laundering/
https://paragoninstitute.org/medicaid/improving-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-further-reducing-state-medicaid-money-laundering/
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-care/senates-proposed-medicaid-cuts-deepen-rural-hospital-crisis-rcna213448
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/cms-issues-guidance-limits-state-directed-payments-medicaid
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/07/14/nx-s1-5465119/health-care-lobby-hospitals-medicaid-cuts
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